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PREFACE 


The  universal  expression  of  regret  ^\-ith  \rhich  the  announcement,  made  in  the  summer  of  1851.  that 
a  considerable  portion  of  Aston  Park  was  about  to  be  appropriated  for  building  purposes,  was  received, 
led  to  the  idea  in  my  mind  that  a  History  of  the  Family  who  so  long  possessed  it  might  be 
appropriately  offered  to  the  public.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  pm-pose  I  have  had  occasion  to  apply 
to  many  gentlemen,  and  fi'om  all  I  have  received  the  utmost  kindness  and  attention.  To  Charles  Holte 
Bracebridge,  Esq.,  the  grandson  of  Sir  Charles  Holte,  the  last  Baronet,  1  am  indebted  beyond  my 
ability  to  express.  His  generous  confidence,  his  undeviating  tricndliness,  and  unwearied  courtesy — in 
the  cominunication  of  information ;  the  loan  of  title-deeds,  manuscripts,  pedigrees,  inventories,  copies 
of  wills,  and  letters ;  and  the  explanation  of  points  of  difficulty — have  been  so  constant  and  unremitting, 
that  I  feel  the  highest  pleasure  in  thus  pubUcly  acknowledging  my  obligations.  To  ill-.  Bracebridge 
I  am  also  further  indebted  for  the  presentation  of  the  plate  of  his  ancestor.  Sir  Thomas  Uolte.  To 
M.  D.  Hill,  Esq.,  Eecorder  of  this  Borough;  to  W.  H.  Spilsburj',  Esq.,  Librarian  of  Lincoln's  Inn; 
to  J.  B.  Da\-idson,  Esq.,  of  Chanceiy  Lane;  to  Francis  Willingtou,  Esq.,  of  Tamworth;  and  to 
T.  S.  James,  Esq.,  of  this  town,  for  their  valuable  professional  assistance ;  to  J.  H.  Dixon,  Esq.,  of 
Oldswinford,  for  access  to  his  extensive  collection  of  correspondence ;  and  to  Mr.  T.  B.  Vright, 
Mr.  E.  Robins,  Mr.  D.  E.  Hill,  and  Mr.  E.  Holt,  I  likewise  desire  to  tender  my  warmest  thanks. 
TSoT  can  I  omit  to  express  my  sense  of  the  kindness  of  ilr.  J.  Y.  Robins,  in  spontaneously  offering  the 
loan  of  the  original  portrait  of  Sir  Thomas  Holte,  now  at  AUesley  HaU,  and  which  has  been  copied 
for  the  purpose  of  embeUishing  this  work.  To  those  other  gentlemen,  both  of  the  clergy  and  laity, 
from  whom  I  have  received  communications,  as  also  to  those  who,  without  being  able  individually  to 
afford  me  information,  have,  in  various  ways,  manifested  their  interest  in  my  undertaking,  I  desire  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  obligations  conferred.  And,  lastly,  to  my  friend,  ilr.  Allen  E.  Everitt, 
I  offer  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  has  from  time  to  time  rendered  me,  and  the 
deep   interest   he   has    invariably   shown    in   the   success   of  my   researches. 

A.  D. 

Highgate,  Aston,  _       -      -".    ' - 
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PEDKiREK  OF  THE    FAMILY    OF   llOLTl-:. 


.Margery,  dau.  uf  John  Je  Collcstev,  -j;!  Edward 
ill.  Philip  de  Budeford.  3;t  Kdward  HI.. 
( second  liusband.) 


WiLiEB  »TTE  HoLTE,  sero. 

id— Margerr,  dau.  o 

if  Sir  Wdli»m 

son.    4:1     EJ»iti    111., 

1  i      Bdi;ot ;  relict 

,  3-i   iMbui 

Kicliard  U. 

1      II. 

JoHM  HoLrr  Esq  .  of  Dinniasliam  - 
10Ed»ard  ni-i  of  .\ston.  tJ  l.aiird  1 
III.;  of  Yardlej,  Iv:!.!  Kicliard  II. 


;imon  Holte,  Iti  Richard^- -Maud.  dan.  iii J 
11.  :  of  Neobclla.  --:.:  i  Kichard  Cv 
Kicbard  U..  J'J  Henrj'         BnJ:.TjiTtU  . 


Necliells.  17  H   orrVI 


.TIL  HoLTt.Esq., 

urd,  a  Henry  IV.  . 
1,  U-llHenr)  VI. 


ii^J'i  H.nrv  VI. 


1'tli.lui  Holte.  Esq.,  Iii-ie=.Mar3iret,  daa.   of 

Edward  n..  M  HeDry  VII.  I      Es.|  ,    of    Cuml 

li'lT  Editard  r. 


Kli^abeiii- John  Kupgeley.  of  Wigjjir 


•i  John.  WiLuuM  lloLTE,  Es,].,  died  Sept-  ;:-,=Joan,  dan.  of  .XJani  Kni-ilir,  of 

:J.  Thomaa.  ti  ilenrj  \1II.  j      shrewsUary,  J  tienry  \  111. 


^1        I 

2.  Mark. 

3.  John. 

t.  NidioUa. 


rnojm  H.ii-TE,  Esq.Jostice- 
of  Nonh  Wales,  died  March  I 
13,  l.il.').  I 


rv.  elder  dau.  and  co-heiress  o 
liaiu  \Villin;ion,  ti.].,  ol  Harclics 
did  IJ'.;.  Sir  .Ambrose  Lave 
.  of  Stanford,  (second  Uaaband.) 


i  Jot.  Holte,  gcnL= 


^i "^ 

BamaUy.     bijit    '2.  Franci 

Sept.l:!.l.j;9.     3.  Koben 

Isabella,    bapL 

SepLi,  IQvi. 


I.  hl!/lU!lb=  —  Weston. 

i.  .■.Iar^rel=  —  Slanlet.  of  Derbishire 

■I.  .Anne Piers,  of  \\ar»ick.  ' 

1.  t'rances--  —  Konter,  of  Shropshire. 

-I'orthy,  diu.  of  John  Ferrers,  Es.).,  cjf 


Liulelun.  ivnt..  ^second  «ifj;| 
allerwards  to  the  Hon.  Charles 
Leish:  died  Nov.  J,  I'.ilT. 


Edward-Sir  Tu 


.s  Holte.  Kot.=Gii 
■L.  boned  Dec.  1  c 
,  a^ed  5.J.  ] 


I.  inne   ;td»ard  tasle.  Esn. 

■J.  I,UCi:^Jol.U   UuilSert-.Tl-  Esq. 

3.  Calhannc=-Uuiiiplircv  Uvrley,  Esj. 

i.  ^lar^— George  sniilb.'t.sg. 


Dorothy,  Jitd  nnniamej, 
Marearet.  dud  nnmarried. 
Eniuies,    buntd  An^.  30. 


^        i        i        i        I 
1.  Robert,  ob.juv. 

3.  Jerman,  ob.  inf.,  bapt.  Dec  'Ji.  l(ji>l. 

4.  Richard,  ob.  a.  p  .  bapt.  UcL  i:,  loul. 

5.  George,  ob.  3.  p..  buned  May  7,  KUO. 

6.  Tbomaa,  boried  Jan.  2^,  I'ild. 


I 

2.  Edward    Holte,    Es-i.,  Groom   of  the=EIizabeth,d3a.  of  lir. 

Bedchamber  to  Charles   I.  ;  died  at  I      J.ihu  Kin:.  Ilisiiop 

Oiiord  during  the  s.e','e.l '■■43;  boned  I      of  L.jnduu.    Joiin 

m  Christ  Church  there,  Aug.  30.         ,      Millin^on,     Esq., 

(aecond  husband. ) 


I        I        I        I 

1.  Grace,  married  Feb.  i.  1(131-0,10  : 

r.icbarj     Sbackb.iri;h  ;     -l.    to    J.. 
Kealinj,  Ksq.  :  Ji^l  .K[-nl  12,  luT 

2.  Anne-_Ualter  Uirt'arJ,  L,q. 

3.  Catharine-  .Vulhouv  K..per,  Esq. 

4.  Dorotliy.  bapt.  Deo."  I.  l0"il. 


r,.  ElLiibeih,  died  April  1.-.,  1(547. 

(i.  Frances. 

7.   KaJiarine,   buried    Aug.  .3,   1605, 


2.  John,  Gent  Com.  of  Ealliol  College.        Mary,  dan.  of  SirThomas= 

Olford,  died  Oct.  23,  16'. ),  buned  in  .Smith,  of  Housb,  Che-  I 

Magdalen  Parish  Church  there.  shire,  burieil  June  1?,  | 

1679,  ( second  mfe. )       j 


^1        i        i 
I.  Ferdinando. 

i  Thomas,  buned  Dec.  21,  lit'"!. 
.3.  Robert,  died  at  Hartlebury,  Sept.  10. 

1720. 
4.  Edward,  litin?  I6S4^ 


RocebtHoi 

.TE.  Bart.,=-J 

lane,  dan.  of  Sir  John 

I.  Grace— George  Hampaon,  M.D. 

luried  Oct.  3 

1,  lii7!J.  at  1 

Brereton.mamedabuut 

it.    Cltanenl 

Danes, 

l(i4(i,  died  lUlS,  (orst 

to  —  K.chb.U- 

London. 

wife. ) 

3.  Leutia^John  Ho^ord,  Esq. 

4.  Cathanne—    —    Eittcrmistt-r :     ailer 

wards  to  Sir  Edward  NevUl,  KnigbL 

I.  EUzabeth=Hm.  Hemings.  of  Wo 
ceater,  gent.,  1092. 


Jir  Chirles  Holte,  Bart-,  bom  Marcb- 
22,  104(4,  married  .Ang.  i,  l(i^(,  died  I 
Jnna  I'l,  1722. 


inne,  elder  dau.  of  Sir  .lohn 
Clobery,  Knight,  buried  Feb. 
6,  1737.1^,  aged  nearly  1X3. 


/|        i 

2.  Charles,  born   Feb.  i<,  16St>7,  died 

aboat  172.3,  nnmamed- 

3.  Francis,  bom  Feb  f.  IC9II-1,  diej  Dec, 

172:),  unmarried. 

4.  John,  bom  Dec.  21,  IC91,  LL.D.,  died 

Dec.  22.   1731  ;    married   EUzaheth 
Legb,  who  died  May  16. 17^0. 


SiiCi 


Close 

;Br 

Holte, 

Bart..  bom= 

=  Barbara,  daa.  a 

nd  heireis  of 

.\ug. 

19, 

li;al,m 

amcd  July 

Thomas  Lis 

ter.   Lsi  .  or 

7,    li 

ID 

,    bnned 

July    24, 

WhiUitld,    .N 

.ort:iaru[  toD- 

172'J. 

j 
i 

shin.     WiUi 
:      Eiq..  {«coQ 

lam  Bri-j.i?r, 
d  hosbiilld.) 

I    I    I    I    - 

1.  Anne,  bora   Aug.    23,   16S2,  married 

North   Folev,  Esq.,  of  Stourbridge, 
Jan.  27,  I7IS-19,  buried  OcL2(;,  1721. 

2.  Jane,  bora  Nov.  10,  lU>3,died  at  Bath, 

Nov.  2ii,  17H. 

3.  Mary,  boruNov,  20.  Iic^t.  died  at  Sutton 

Coldfield,  Oct.  5,  l7.-r9. 

4.  Susanna,  bom  April  10,  10(58. 


I        1^ 
■5.  Kaihenne.  bom  May  16,  ie.'«9,  baried 

Dtc.  ->,  1696. 
6.  Selena,   bom    SepL  1"^,    109;),   buried 

AQg.o,  lTi7. 
7    Diana,  bom  A.og.  8,  ldD7.  died  SepL  0, 

IT-il. 
a.  Elizabeth,  born  Not.  16,  I'JilH.nuuned 

James  Mackeozie,  M.D.,  of  Worce*- 

ter;  died  Hay,  ITTi 


Sir  LiaiiA  HoLTL,  Bart.,  bora  Apnl  -05.  lT.iO.  died  April  '<. 
1770,  ».  p.;  marneJ — 1st.  \nii<i.  voonger  dan.  ul'  Willuun, 
Earl  of  Dartnioutii,  Uct ,  17  ;'J.  buried  July  -I.  1710;  ,'nd. 
3IirT,  younger  -iau.  ot  sir  .lulin  Harpar,  liirL,  ol'  Oaike, 
Deiby«hire,  July,  17U,  buri'^d  July  '^j.  KO-i  ;  'trd.  Sarab. 
jooDger  daa- of  Samuel  Newton.  .Ka-j  ,  nf  Kids's  Uromlcjr, 
Suiforditiire,  mamed  JaU,  17j.^,  died  Apnl  1.  tT'Jl.  aj^ed  70. 


SirCniiu-La  Hi>r.TE,  Ban.,  born  Xo?. -i-I.^Anne,  daa.  of  Pudaey  Jesson,  Esq.,  q( 
ITiJl,  uiarned  May  IJ,  17.jj,died  March  j  L^nqlej,  Warwickahire,  died  March  t-L, 
1-^,  IT-JJ.     I       1709,  aged  65. 

Mary  t'.iziceth,  bom  17.'57,  married  Sept.~Abraham    Bracebnd^je,    Esq.,    of     Ather- 
1::,  1770,  died  Apnl  111,  ibiy.ayedti:*.     I       atone,  Warwicksbire,    boro    March  lU 
i       l747Jil,died  I-n!.;. 


Caaaus  Holte  BfucEDruncE,  Ls'i .  born  March  19,  1799, 
married,  March,  l%\:i,  Selioa,  dau.  of  U  lUam  .Milid,  Kiq., 
o/  fiitleme,  ilanU.— [Itoth  living.] 


Mary  Holte  BracebriJge,  bora  Jnoe  '^2,  177U,  married  Dec. 
8,  IW13,  Walter  Henry  Bract-bridge,  Esq  .of  MorrUIe  Uoaae, 
Warwick aliire. — rUoth  livuig.j 


i  !!•■      :  •    •  f ! ;//  -f   Ail  I  '!() 
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A    HISTOilY 


OF  THE 


FAMILY     OF     HOLTE, 

,,       ,       OF    ASTON    HALL,    WARWICKSHIRE.  .    ., 


Whatevee  may  be  the  abstract  value  of  genealogical  records,  or  what  their  tendency,  whether 
as  ministering  to  arrogance  or  btimulating  to  excellence.  La  not  a  ques/tion  that  needs  to  be  discussed 
in  these  pages.  Family  names  become  associated  with  certain  localities; — mansions  erected,  ehurcbes 
endowed,  schools  or  alms-houses  reared,  speak  of  those  who  may  have  long  departed  fi-om  the  earth, 
but  whose  memories  arc  thus  pei-petuated  to  fuhu'c  ages,  and  whose  history  becomes  a  part  of  that 
of  the  district  where  their  deeds  have  been  perfoiTued.  However  uniutercsting  a  hiatory  of  a  tamily 
may  appear  to  a  stranger,  no  one  can  visit  a  magnificent  mansion,  or  gaze  on  a  stately  monument, 
without  desLiing  to  know  somewhat  of  the  history  of  the  founder  of  the  one,  or  the  person,  to  whose 
memory  survivors  huve  dedicated  the  other.  And,  doubtless,  many  who  have  gazed  on  the  noble 
mansion  of  Aston  Hall,  reposing  in  stately  majesty  amid  venerable  Spanish  chestnuts  and  antique  ehna 
coeval  with  itself,  have  desired  to  learn  something  of  the  Family  by  whom  that  building  was  erected, 
and  of  their  histoiy,  chequered  by  sunlight  and  gloom,  until  the  star  of  their  glory  sank  into  its 
finni    darkness. 

The   fimuly   name   is   a   Saxon   word,    signifying  a   grove   or   woody   place,    and   the   first   member 
of  it   of  whom   any   mention   is   made    is 

L — Sifi  HENEY  HOLTE,*  who  probably  resided  in  this  vicinity  at  the  close  of  the  thirteenth 
century,  but  of  whose  history  and  birthplace  no  particulars  are  known.      He  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 

n.— HUGH  DEL  HOLTE,  or  ATTE  HOLTE,  who  married  ilaud,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  de 
Erdington,  Baron  of  Ei-dington.  He  died  in  1322,  (16  Edward  11.,)  (his  wife  surviving  him,) 
leaving  a  son, 

HL — JOHN  ATTE  HOLTE,  who  married  Alice,  daughter,  and  at  length  sole  heiress  of 
Sir  George  Castells,  who  was  descended  from  a  fiimily  of  that  nnme,  formerly  lords  of  "Withybrook, 
in  the  county  of  Warwick,  and  by  a  female  ancestor  from  Eeginald  de  Asseles,  lord  of  NecheUs. 
When  he  died  is  not  stated,  but  probably  it  was  about  the  year  1330,  (4  Edward  HI.)  He  was 
followed   by   his  son, 

•  This  name  does  not  occur  in  Du^dale.  It  U  first  ^iven  in  CoUins's  Baronetaje,  from  an  illuminated  roll  lent  to 
him  by  Sir  Cliurles  Ilolte,  and  witli  tlii;  u^e  of  whioli  we  b^ve  beru  tavoured  by  Mr.  Bnicebrid.;e.  The  Cliristian  name, 
however,  ia  now  niis^ina:.  in  tUis  iK/digrve  the  name  ia  invariably  spelt  Ilolte,  thou^'h  it  frequently  occurs  elsewhere 
without  the  "e."  The  tinal  letter,  However,  appears  to  have  come  into  regular  use  before  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century. 
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IV.— ^<IM<)^*  PEL  IIOI.Tl-.*  ^tyl.'.l  of  liinniii-liam,  wh.i  in;iiTi.'(l  Albiv.Li,  r:,Ilr(l  by  C^.!Iiu^  in 
his  BairmctiigL'  "  Jo  r>inniiiL:liain,""  Imt  tlu-  statement  is  ni>t  supported  by  Dumlalc,  aiul  the  iiii>take 
arose  fi-om  a  careless  tr.mseript  of  that  ^^Titor's  peJiCToe.  This  Simon,  in  1331,  (-5  Eihvard  III.,) 
purchased  the  manor  of  Xechells,  ••  iu  cou-^ideration  of  xl.  li.  of  silver,"  from  Alice,  w-idow  of  Sir  George 
de   Castells,    and   heiress    of  Aliva,    one    of  the   eo-heire>ses    of   Simon   de  Asseles.        Tliis   is  the  person 

whom    our    local    historian    makes    to    apostrophise    his    '•  degenerate "    descendant    in    these    words : 

"  I,  ■vrith  nervous  ann,  and  many  a  heuded  back,  drei.v-  £40  from  the  Bimiiii^haiu  for"-e.  ■n-ith 
which,  in  1330,  I  pm-chased  the  park  and  manor  of  Xechi'lls."'  •  •  •  "I  planted  that 
Family  which  you  have  plucked  up  by  the  roots  ;  in  the  sweat  of  my  brow  I  laid  a  foimdation  for 
greatness ;  many  of  my  successors  built  on  that  foimdation,"  &c.  It  is  c^-ident  that  ilr.  Ilutton's 
statement  is  incon-ect,  for  the  Family  must,  at  the  time  referred  to,  have  been  of  con^idemtion,  as 
the  interman-iages  with  the  Erdingtons  and  the  Castells  testify ;  and  the  indignant  aposti-ophe  of 
the   worthy   old    "blacksmith''    must    be   passed   aside   as   an   airy    nothingness. 

Sir  William  Dugdale.  in  his  reference  to  Gilsdon,  (Wam-ickshirc,  p.  1022.)  mentions  a  Thomas 
Holte,  whom  Jlr.  Ilamper  considers  to  have  been  a  son  of  John,  father  of  Simon.  Tliis  Thomas 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  dc  Collesley;  between  whom  and  her  sister  Ahce  a  partition 
of  their  father's  propcity  took  place  in  134S,  (22  Edward  III.)  The  manor  of  Gilsdon  was  allotted 
to  this  Margaret,  who,  surviving  her  husband,  manied  PhiUp  de  Budeford,  and  he,  joinin"  ^ith  his 
wife,    sold   the   estate. 

v.— JOIIN  ATTE  nOLTE  succeeded  his  father,  and  was  li^-ing  in  134S,  (22  Edward  III.)  Tlie 
name  of  his  wife  is  given  in  the  pedigi'ce  as  Maude  Grimsarowe  and  JIaydenhach.  lie  had  two 
sons,  John  and  "Salter,  and  was  called  the  elder,  to  distinguish  him  from  his  son.  He  was  followed 
by  his  elder  son, 

VI. — JOIIX  ATTE  nOLTE.  who  manied  Agnes,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  William  Dun-assal 
of  Spemall.  In  1305,  (30  Edward  III.,)  he  pui-chased,  for  forty  marks,  the  manor  of  Dudde>ton,. 
from  John  de  Grimsanve.  Two  years  follo^ving,  Maud  de  Grimsarwe,  by  her  charter  dated  at  A?ton 
on  the  Sunday  nest  before  the  feast  of  St.  Agapite  the  Martyr,  conveyed  to  him  the  manor  of  Aitoo. 
John's  younger  brother  died  without  issue,  and  he  himself  leaving  no  children,  was  succeeded  by 
his  uncle,  '  '     .    "  '     " 

Yn.— WALTEE  ATTE  EOLTE,  who  married  Margery,  daughter  of  Sir  WOliam  Bagot,  of 
Baginton.  In  137G-7  he  served  the  olBce  of  escheator  for  the  counties  of  Warwick  and  Leicester 
"a  service  in  those  days  of  great  trust,  and  wherein  none  but  persons  of  eminent  worth  and  quality 
were  employed."  In  the  latter  yeai-  he  was  also  principal  commissioner  in  Warwickshire  for  levria" 
and  collecting  the  fifteenth  and  tenth  granted  by  Parliament  to  the  Eing.  By  a  feof&nent  to  one 
William  Whctcle  and  other  persons  in  trust,  he  settled  the  manor  of  Aston  to  the  use  of  himself 
and  Margery  his  wife,  and  to  his  own  right  heirs.  His  wife  survived  him,  and  the  better  to  secure 
the  estate,  enfeoffed  it  to  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  Sir  William  £agot,  of  Baginton,  and 
other  persons  of  qiulity.  The  reason  of  these  enfeoffments  may  be  gathered  from  a  petition  presented 
to  the  House  of  Lords  in  1393-4,  by  John  Drayton,  which  stated  that  Eichard  Lonches  and  Elizabeth 
his  -wife  were  seised  of  the  manor  of  Aston,  of  which  they  were  disseised  by  Thomas  de  ColshuU, 
John  Holte,  and  others ;  whereupon  the  said  Eichard  and  Elizabeth,  by  an  assize  of  new  disseisin- 
recovered  the  manor,  which  they  demised  to  the  peritioner  for  the  term  of  his  life,  and  of  which  he 
was  accordingly  possessed,  but  was  subsequently  dispossessed  by  Margaret,  wife  of  Walter  Holte 
and  the  said  John,  her  son,  and  others.  The  petitioner,  having  recovered  the  manor,  was  a^ain 
dispossessed,  on  which  he  brought  a  fresh  action  of  re-disseisin,  and  the  Sheriff  appointed  a  day  for 
trial   of  the   cau^e,   but    when   the    inquest   was   assembled,   Sir  Williiim  Bagot,    with   a   larn-e   company 

•  The  roll  alrcadv  referretl  to  places  the  arras  of  Simon,  br  the  side  of  John  atte  Holte's,  from  which  it  maj  be  inferred 
that  they  were  brotiiers. 
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came,  ami  tlm\itcnoil  tlu'  Slu^riff  ami  the  pctitiimcr,  so  that  the  fonncr  dared  not  do  his  duty,  aiid 
the  petitioner  was  thus  kept  out  of  his  rights,  and  therefore  prayed  their  Lordships  to  ordain  a 
remedy.*  Xo  statement  of  the  residt  is  given,  but  the  manor  appears  to  have  remained  in  the 
possession   of   the    Iloltos.        Walter   had   three    sons,    John,    Simon,    and   William.        Of 

VIII.— JOITN'    IIOLTE,    the    elder,    styled    of    Tardl<-y.    Esc^uire,    little    is    known.  He    made 

another  enfeoffment  of  the  estate,  in  fee  simple,  to  Sii-  Willi;'.m  Bagot,  one  of  his  mother's  trustees, 
probably  to  endeavour  still  fui'ther  to  secure  his  title.  Immediately  contigiious  to  the  chiirchyard  of 
Yardlcy  is  a.  moat,  in  an  excellent  state  of  presor\-ation,  encii-cling  a  plot  of  groimd  on  -n-hich  Tvas 
formerly  a  mansion  house  belonging  to  the  Family,  and  \vhere,  probably,  tliis  John  had  his  residence. 
He  is  stated  to  have  had  but  one  son,  Audomar,  or  Apuer,  who  succeeded  him,  but  mention  is 
made  of  a  Walter  Ilolte,  probably  a  younger  son,  who  was  of  fidl  age  in  1403,  (5  Ilem-y  IV.,) 
who  shortly  after  that  time  passed  the  manor  of  Spemr.ll  (to  which  he  became  entitled  as  heir  of 
the   Durvassals,    through   Agnes,    wife   of  John   atte   Holtc)   to   John    Revo,    Yicar   of  Coughton. 

IX. — ^AUDOMAE  nOLTE  succeeded  to  the  estate  on  the  death  of  his  father,  but  was  dispossessed 
by  his  uncle  "WilUam,  the  yoimgcr  son  of  Walter,  who,  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Ileni-y  FV., 
obtained  a  grant  of  the  estate  for  life.  The  King  ckillengcd  a  legul  title  to  the  propcity  as  son  and 
heir  of  John,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  one  of  the  feoffees  of  Mai-gery, — a  claim  which  had  no  shadow  of 
right  to  support  it,  as  the  Didce  was  merely  a  tnistee.  From  the  words  used  in  the  patent, 
"dilcetus  aniiiger  noster."  (our  well-beloved  esquire,)  it  is  not  impossible  that  he  might  have  been 
in  immediate  attendance  on  the  pei-son  of  Hcn.ry  before  he  ascended  the  thi-one.  In  order,  however, 
to  enjoy  possession  for  his  own  life,  William  Holtc  was  meanly  content  to  sacrifice,  not  onlj-  the 
claims  of  his  nephew  whom  he  had  robbed,  but  also  to  extinjjuish  for  ever,  as  of  right,  the  interest 
which  his  own  childien,  if  he  should  have  any,  might  possess  in  the  estate.  But  the  usurper  was 
not  permitted  to  enjoy  Ids  ill-gotten  U'easui-e  wichout  inteiTuption.  He  h;;d  possessed  the  manor 
only  three  years,  when  Sir  William  Bagot,  one  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  feotlinent  made  by 
Margery,  wife  of  Walter,  considering  his  title  equal  to  that  of  the  King,  advanced  a  claim  to  the 
property.  This  Sir  Wdliam  had  been  a  great  favorite  with  Eichai'd  II.,  and  when  ncnry  landed 
at  Eavenspm-,  fled,  with  others,  to  Bristol;  but  the  discontented  lords,  taking  advantage  of  the 
King's  absence  in  Ireland,  raised  an  army  of  60,000  men,  and  besieged  and  took  the  castle,  Sir 
William  escaping  to  Ireland.  He  came  back,  however,  with  Eichard;  for  in  a  month  after  Henry 
began  hia  reign,  he  was  committed  prisoner  to  the  Tower,  (November  22,)  probably  as  a  matter  of 
precaution  merely,  for  on  the  24th  of  December  following,  the  Sheriff  of  Wanrickshire  received 
command  to  allow  the  feoffees  ^f  his  lands  to  have  possession.  On  the  23rd  of  January,  however, 
this  restitution  was  superseded,  but  on  the  12th  of  November  the  Constable  of  the  Tower  had  orders 
for  his  release.  In  1403,  (o  Henry  IV.,)  he  was  elected  knight  of  his  shire,  and  having  been 
received  into  the  royal  favour,  claimed  the  estate  as  trustee.  After  much  disputation,  both  parties 
consented  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  arbitration  of  Edward,  Duke  of  York,  and  Eichard  Beauchamp, 
Earl  of  Warwick,  binding  themselves  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  these  noblemen  in  bonds  of  £200 
each.  William  Iloltc,  however,  kept  possession,  Sir  William  Bagot,  his  competitor,  d}-ing  in  1407, 
(9  Henry  IV.)t  After  the  lapse  of  a  coosidei-able  time,  Audomar  asserted  his  claim,  and  in 
10  Henry  VI.,  (1431,)  according  to  a  statement  in  the  reply  to  John  Holte's  petition  in 
29  Henry  VI.,  (1450,)  recovered  the  manor  after  course  of  law,  before  the  Judges  of  the  King's 
Bench,  though  his  uncle  appears  stiU  to  have  retained  possession,  as  in  15  Henry  YI.,  (1436,)  he 
released  to  two  persona  named  Ward  and  Shyngler,  as  feoffees,  all  his  right  in  the  estate;  and  the 
next  year,  for  the  further  confirmation  of  his  title,  Audomar,  his  nephew,  and  the  right  heir,  was 
induced   to   release   his   right   and   claim ;     but   for   what   consideration    is   not   stated. 

•  Bolls  of  Parliament,  Vol.  III.,  p.  .326. 

t  The  monument  to  liis  memorv,  (a  fine  brass,)  .it  Bajiuton.  has  been  rpocntlr  repaired  bv  Lord  Uigot. 
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X.— WILLIAM  II()LTE.  wlio  is  styled  oi:  StatilV>nl,  in  1401,  (3  Hcnrv  IT..)  and  of  Aston, 
Esqmre,  1433-3,  (12  and  14  Iliiuy  VI..)  appears  in  the  list  of  gently  returned  by  tlic  Conii5.issioner3 
in  1433,*  (12  Heiuy  VI.,)  and  is  de-enled  as  bavin:;  been  one  of  the  chief  persons  in 
Wai-wickshii-e,  being  elMson  in  the  follo\^ing  year  to  make  oath  for  the  perfonnaacc  of  certain 
articles  concluded  in  the  rarliauunt  then  held.  In  1422,  (1  Henry  VI.,)  he  held  the  office  of 
Sheriff  of  "Worccstcishirc.  'Ulien  he  tiled  does  not  appear,  but  ha^-ing  no  issue,  and  his  interest 
in  the  estate  being  but  for  lite,  in  1440,  (10  Ilcmy  VI.,)  John,  his  nephew,  procured  from  the 
Crown  letters  patent  for  the  iidicritance.  with  all  the  p^i^'ileges  and  liberties  belonging  thereto, 
for  himself  and  his  heii-s,  to  be  held  of  the  chief  lord  of  the  fee,  and  not  of  the  King  in  capite. 
Thus  the  propei-ty  so  luijustly  ahenated  was  restored  to  the  right  line,  this  John  being  now  the  sole 
male   representative   of  the   Family.-t" 

In  a  former  page  it  was  stated  that  Walter  and  Margery  Holte  had  three  sons,  of  whom  Simon 
was  the  second.  This  Simon,  described  as  of  Xechclls  in  139S,  (22  Eiehaid  II.,)  and  as  ;ilive  in 
1407,  (9  Henry  IV'..)  manied  ilaud,  daughter  and  hcu'css  of  Pdchai-d  Collynge,  of  Bridgnorth; 
she  was  sun"i^-ing  at  Xechells  in  1438,  (17  Henry  W.)  Two  sons  were  (according  to  Collins)  the 
issue  of  this  maniage,  but  Dugdale  makes  mention  of  one  only,  while  Hamper  is  of  opinion  there 
was  a  daughter  also,  Clarion,  who  married  Thomas  Easte,  she  and  her  husband  being  both  alive  in 
1447,    (26  Henry  VL) 

XI.— JOHX  HOLTE  succeeded  liis  uncle,  and  was  twice  manied.  '  In  1440,  (19  Henry  VI.,) 
he  was  styled  Esquire,  and  was  li\-ing  in  1470,  (49  Homy  VI.)  Has  first  wife  was  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Sir  Eichard  Delabere,  Knight,  of  Km;irdslcy,  Hcrcfordshii-e.  In  143S,  (17  Henry  W.,) 
he  was  appointed  eschcator  for  Wan\ick.-lm-o  and  Leicestershire,  and  was  a  faithful  subject  of  the 
amiable  but  unfoi+nnate  Henry  ^1.,  to  whom  he  became  an  esquire  of  the  body,J  and  torn  whom  ho 
received  protection  against  the  act  of  resiunptions  in  the  2Sth  year  of  his  reign,  in  the  following 
terms: — 

"Provided  also  that  this  act  extende  not  nether  be  prejudicial  to  John  Holte,  Eiquier,  and  Margarete  hia  u^-t'  nether 
to  the  heire3  and  assiutics  ot'  the  same  John,  of  auy  graimte  or  conSrinatioa  made  to  them  b_r  U3  bv  our  letters  patentes 
beiyng  date  the  vi  d.Tv  ot'  ilarche  the  iLi  vere  of  oiire  roiijue.  of  the  manor  of  Aston,  in  the  countv  of  "Wanvvk,  and  of 
iiii  mea.  iiii  carurs  of  londe,  with  the  appurtenances  in  Uodcidon  and  in  Uordeslcr,  v.  Inch  the  Duke  of  Lancastre,  fader  to 
our  ayell  Kyng  Harrr  the  Fourth  had  -nith  other  of  the  tcofomcnt  of  Margery  somtyme  the  ivrfe  of  WauJter  Holte  to  the 
use  and  behove  of  the  said  !Mar;en'  and  of  herr  heiros,  to  whom  the  said  John  Holte  is  cos}ti  and  he^Te;  nor  of  any 
frauncbea  or  Uberties  in  the  same  letters  speeitied.  of  which  the  seide  ilargeri-  and  her  auncestres  and  all  thoa  Tvhoa  estate 
the  same  Margery  hadde  yn  the  same  maner  and  fraunches  have  be  sesyd  Iro  the  tyme  of  which  no  mynd  ys." 

In  the  following  year  he  again  presented  a  petition,  praying  that  the  act  of  resumptions  might 
not  be  prejudicial  either  to  himself,  his  wife,  or  his  heirs,  in  respect  of  the  said  patent,  considering 
that  the  manor  of  A^ton  had  been  duly  recovered  according  to  due  course  of  law,  before  the  Justices 
of  Common  Pleas,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  said  King's  reign,  by  the  said  Aymer  (Audomar)  Holte, 
cousin  (grandson)  and  heir  of  the  before  speciiied  Walter  Holte,  against  William  Holte,  Esq.,  the 
tenant  thereof,  by  virtue  of  certain  letters  to  him  made.§  The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  complied 
with   by   the   King,    the    following   being   the  tenns   of  the    "  responsio " : — 

"Provided  al=o  that  this  act  of  Resumption  extende  not  nor  be  prejudicial!  to  John  Holte,  Squire,  nor  ilargante 
his  wiff,  nor  to  the  Heir?  or  asslirnces  of  the  same  John,  of  or  in  the  manor  of  Aston,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the 
Shire  of  Warrewick,  nor  to  non  other  person  enicoJed  of  ard  in  the  said  manor  of  Aston  to  the  use  of  the  said  John, 
nor  of  and  in  iiii  mess's,  iiii  plowe  lands  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Dodeston  and  Borde=iey,  nor  to  any  Yil'te.  Graunte,  or 
Confirmature  made,  as  by  our  letters  patentes  to  the  said  John  HuUe  and  ^iar'jarete  and  to  the  Heirs  and  assignees  of 
the  said  John  Holte  of  the  seide  raanurr  and  landes  with  their  appurtenances,  nor  to  the  said  libernes,  franchises,  quittances 
contejTied  in  the  same,  consideringe  that  the  said  manour  was  duely  recovered  after  the  course  of  our  law,  before  our  Juges 
of  our  Commyn  Bench  the  i  yere  of  our  rcigne  bv  oon  Avmer  Holte  cusyii  and  hcire  of  oon  Walter  Holte  against  W  illiam 
Holte,  Squire,  thenne  beying  tenaunt  and  seised  of  the  said  manour  by  virtue  of  our  letters  patentes  by  us  to  hym  made  and 

•  Fuller's  Worthies;    Article — 'Warwickshire. 

t  Sec.  Pars  Pat.,  anno  19  Hen.  Y\. — "  Rex  coneess'  Joh'ni  Holte  in  feodo  manerium  de  Aston,  in  comitatu  'Warr', 
cum  visu  franci  plegij,  inlangtheof,  ac  alijs  libert',  tenend'  de  capitali  domino,  et  non  de  Hege,  quondam  Walteri  Holte." — 
CaL  Hot.  Pat.,  p.  28L>. 

X  "This  Jhon  Holte  was  e«quyrr  for  the  boodye  too  Kynge  Henddrye  the  Syite."' — Illuminated  Pedigree. 

§  Bolls  of  Parliament,  29  Henry  TI.— Vol.  V.,  p.  217. 
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grantiiod.  ns  hr  rc<'ord  of  tlio  s.iiJ  nx-ovcnT  nml  l\v  a  bill  iiuk\-n;:  mention  of  the  prcraisos  to  ua  furth  b_v  the  said  Jolin  Holto 
iji  tliia  present  Parliament  luoro  plevnK"  may  appear. " — P.  --1. 

In  14G0,  (39  Ilcnry  VI..)  on  tlio  rebellion  of  Eiclianl  Xo-\ille,  Earl  of  Wanrick.  tliL^  Jolm  -w-as 
made  Eanger  of  Sutton  Chase,  the  patent  bearinj;:  date  at  Coventiy,  iLiy  "Jord.  The  wonld  "De 
gratii  nostra  special!,  ac  considerationo  tliutuii  et  continui  semtii  quod  huinilis  sei^itor  noster 
Joh.  Ilolte,  anniger  dc  hospitio  nostro.''  kc.  (of  our  special  favour,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
daily  and  constant  semce  which  our  humble  servant,  Joltu  Ilolte,  esquire  of  our  household,  &c.,) 
would  seem  to  testify  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  King,  and  the  closeness  of  his 
attendance  on  the  royal  person.  Dugdale  thinks  him  to  have  been  a  ''  meniali  scrwant."  but  the 
words  would  appear  to  refer  to  his  office  of  esquire  of  the  body  to  the  monarch.  His  second  wife 
was  Joyce  Eayuford,  whom  ho  manicd  before  1470,  (49  IlemT  yi-,)  and  who  was  a  widow  in 
14  Edward  TV.  In  14-54,  (33  Ilcmy  VI.,)  a  fine  was  levied  between  two  parties  named  "Waldeyve 
and  Loycroft,  plaintiffs,  and  John  Uolte,  Esq.,  and  two  others,  deforciants,  when  it  appeared  in 
evidence  that  the  inlieritancc  of  NechcUs  was  vested  in  TValdcy^"e,  but  most  probably  it  was  to  the 
use  of  John  and  his  heu-s;  as  in  1-529  (20  Henry  VIII.)  it  belonged  to  Thomas  Holte,  "de  Medio 
Tempio,  London,  generosus."  In  the  time  of  the  latter,  Xochclls  had  four  flu-ms  and  a  cottage. 
After  a  long  and  prosperous  career,  John's  sim.  which  had  risen  amid  storms  and  tempests,  set  in  peace. 
He  had  tn-o  childi-en,   Elizabeth,   man-ied  to  John  Euggeley  or  Eudgcley,*  of  Wigguiton,   and  a  son, 

XII.— WILLIAil  HOLTE,  Esq.,  who  monied  ilargaret,t  daughter  of  TVilham  Cumberfori  Esq., 
of  Cumberford,  in  the  county  of  Stafford.  He  was  alive  in  149S,  (13  Hemy  ^^I■,)  and  his  lady 
in  17  Edward  IV.  He  had  issue  three  sons,  William,  who  succeeded  him,  John,  and  Thonws.  In 
the  very  curious  original  Boke  of  the  Guild  of  Eiiowle,  (in  the  possession  of  "\V.  Staunton,  Esq.,  of 
Longbridgc,  near  Wanvick,)  among  the  members  of  the  guild,  in  1498,  occurs  the  name  of  Thomas 
Holte.  William  Holte  was  a  merchant  of  the  Staple,  and  his  name  occurs  twice  in  the  EoUs  of 
Parliament,  in  the  reign  of  HcniT  VI.,  with  reference  to  the  subsidy  of  "wolles  and  woLfell." 
Besides  his  sons,  he  had  six  daughters,  Alice,  Joan,  Anne,  Margai-et,  Christian,  and  Elizabeth.  His 
elder  son, 

Xm. — WILLIAil  HOLTE,  Esq.,  married  Joanna,  daughter  of  Adam  Eiiight,  Esq.,  of  Shrewsbury. 
She  was  living  in  1511,  (3  Henry  VIII.)  He  had  a  family  of  four  sons,  Thomas,  his  successor, 
Mark,  John,  and  Nicholas  ;J  and  seven  daughters, — Elizabeth,  married  to  Weston ;  Margaret,  to  Stanley, 
of  Derbyshire;  Anne,  to  Piers,  of  Warwick;  Frances,  to  Forster,  of  Shropshire;  Ellen,  to  Perman; 
Winefrid,  to  Thomas  Hawkins,  aUas  Fisher,  Esq.,  of  Warwick ;  and  Margery,  to  Xicholls.  Ifo 
particulars  of  his  history  have  been  handed  down.  He  lies  buried  in  the  north  aisle  of  -Vston  Church, 
under  an  altar  tomb,  on  which  rests  his  effigy,  Hfe-size.  He  is  clad  La  a  suit  of  mail  armour,  a 
snrcoat  covering  the  upper  part  of  his  body ;  his  hands,  which  are  ungloved,  are  joined  in  the  attitude 
of  prayer.  His  head,  uncovered,  rests  on  a  helme,  and  at  his  feet  reposes  a  couchant  lion.  The 
front  of  the  tomb  is  di\-ided  by  buttresses  into  four  compartments,  each  consisting  of  a  cinquefoil 
panel,  and  containing,  crowned,  and  vested  in  long  robes,  an  angel  with  extended  wings,  and 
bearing  on  his  breast  a  shield.  The  shields  are  charged  with  the  following  arms : — 1st,  Holte, 
impaling  Knight;  2nd,  singly,  Delabere;  3rd,  Cumberford;  and  4th,  De  Wolvey.  The  inscription 
round  the  verge,  which  has,  with  the  exception  of  small  portions,  long  been  obliterated,  is 
given    by    Dugdale    as    foUows : — 

"Of  your  charity,  pray   for  the   aoule   of  William   Holt,   Esquvre,   sometime   Lord  of  this  tovnie,  and   Joone  his   wifo. 
Wliich  "William  dy'd  the  liviii  September,  the  yeare  of  howrc  Lord  mccciiiii." 

The  date  of  the  year  was  either  mistaken  or  imperfect,  probably  the  former,  and  that,  perhaps, 
by  the  engraver  of  the  plate,  as  it  is  scarcely  probable   an  error  of  so  grave  a  kind   would  liave  Ijccn 

•  Sondera,  in  his  History  of  Shcnstone,  makes  Eu^cley  to  have  been  Ringer  of  Sutton  Cha^  in  IC  Henry  VI.     Tlie 
name  of  his  ■nife  is  also  given  by  the  same  author  aa  llargcry. — P.  3t. 

t  Sanders  incorrectly  states  her  name  to  have  been  llary. — P.  2o8. 

X  The  Dluminatcd  pcdi^reo  hxis  the  following  note  appended: — "This   WQliam   Ilolte   bad   t]\ir.   Rincs,   Thoma.^,   Vmfrey, 
and  Nytkolas,  which  Nyiikolaa  was  father  to  Ano  Pterse." 
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allowed  ti«  lY'iiuiiu  Iiy  \.]\n<v  wii.i  crci-ti-cl  [lie  niiiiiiiincnr.  The  il.itr  --IkiiiIcI  liavc  ]><\-n  l"il4.  This 
iiRiuunirut  ij.  the  oUoi  rcinaiiiing  ot'  tlie  Family.  All  antroodrut  oufs — it'  any  evor  oxirtcd — must 
have  bom  dc-truyoJ  mcux'  tliau  t\vo  ccntm-ii.'s  sinco ;  it  is  iutcrcstiuj:,  tlii-iTture,  to  emurge  trom  thc 
regiuu  of  moro  gonoalo^y  into  what  may  bo  tomiod  tho  light  of  day.  aud  to  bo  able  to  point  to  this 
anciont    rolic    of   the    Family.        The    successor    of  William    was   his  older  son, 

XIV. — TnOM AS  IIOLTE.  who  was  a  "  learned  lawyer "  aud  Justice  of  North  "Wales  in  the 
reign  of  Ileuiy  "\TII.,  the  patent  hearing  date  in  or  about  the  sLstccnth  year  of  that  lung's  roijn. 
He  was  also  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Wam-ick,  and  was  appointed  one  of 
the  commissioners  for  taking  the  siuTondcr  of  monasteries  La  the  same  distnct.*  Probably  his  good 
service  in  the  cause  led  to  his  higher  appointment.  In  a  letter  from  Eichard.  Bishop  of  Dover, 
to    Cromwell,    dated    August    27,    1538,    the    following    passage    occurs: — ''And  also    I   praye   you   be 

good   lorde   to  yowcr   sonant    master  lloltc,    and   to   master ;     they  have  moche  conitbrteyd  mc."t 

In  an  act  of  the  Pri^•y  Council,  dated  at  Ampthill,  September  29,  1540,  his  name  is  insetted  in  a 
commission  "for  to  examyn  what  juels,  plate,  ;md  oruame'ts  be  embccdled  from  the  shiyne  of 
St.  David's,  by  whom  and  to  what  value ;  and  also  what  is  left  there  and  to  what  value  the  same 
is,  and  to  put  the  same  in  sm'otyc  to  the  King's  iise."J  At  the  time  of  the  suppression  of  Ilales 
Owen  Abbey  he  was  "  sub-scncschaU  of  the  court  of  the  said  Lord  Abbot.''  lie  mimied  lliugcrv, 
the  elder  of  the  seven  daughtei-s  and  co-hcLrcsses  of  William  WLUiugton,  of  Barcheston,  a  wealthy 
merchant  of  the  Staple.  Su^^"i^ing  her  husband,  she  mamed  Sir  Ambrose  Cave,  Knight,  of  Staiiford, 
Northamptonshii-e,  who  was  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth. § 
Mr.  Bracebridge  has  in  his  possession  a  deed  dated  1544,  (.35  Itoury  ^T^II.,)  being  a  decree  Ln 
Chancery,  under  the  great  seal,  Ln  a  suit  between  Edward  BLrmingham,  Lord  of  BLmiingham,  and 
Thomas  Ilolte,  Bencher  of  the  Middle  Temple,  Lord  of  Aston.  The  Justice  lies  bmied  Ln  the  north 
aisle  of  Aston  Church,  by  the  side  of  his  father,  his  monument  bcLng  of  brass,  laid  La  the  floor. 
It  contains  portraitures  of  hLmscLf  and  wLfe,  over  their  heads  being  a  shield,  Holte  impaling 
Willington.         Immediately   beneath    the   figures   is   the   foUo'ning   teti-astic : — 

"  Thomas  Holte  here  Iveth  in  grave :    Ihu  for  tb\Ti  passyon 
On  him  thou  have  compa:-3_von,  and  hij  sooUe  do  save." 

Below   this   are   the   ichnographs   of  a   male    and   two   female   figures.         Enclosing   the  whole    of 

the    characters    is    an    oblong   border,   ha^-ing    at    the    angles    quadrangulatcd    circles    figured  with    the 

symbols    of    the    four    Evangelists,    the    cherub,    lion,    ox,    and    eagle;        and    bearing    the  following 

inscription : — 

"  Of  yo  charitve  praye  for  the  sooles  of  Thomas  Holte,  Esquyer,  late  Justice  of  North  "Wales,  and  lorde  of  this  towne 
of  Aston,  and  Margerye  his  wyi'e :  wich  Thomas  deceased  the  niii  daye  of  !Marche,  anno  Dni  mcccccilv  -whose  soolea  God 
pardon." 

The  Justice  is  clad  Ln  a  long  gown  reaching  to  the  feet,  but  permitting  the  broad-toed  shoes 
to  appear.  A  tunic  is  thrown  gracefully  over  the  shoulders,  one  portion  being  gathered  over  the 
left  arm,  and  faUing  Ln  front,  while  on  the  other  side  it  is  thrown  back,  so  as  to  show  the  ample 
sleeve  on  the  right  arm,  to  which  is  attached  the  gypciere,  or  purse.  The  hands  are  raised  Ln  the 
attitude  of  prayer,  the  right  holding  a  scroll.  The  head  of  the  figure  has  been  destroyed.  The 
lady  wears  the  angular  or  pedimcntal  head-dress,  with  lappets;  a  tight  boddice,  and  bishop  sleeves, 
terminating  -n-ith  graceful  cuffs.  Bound  the  waist  is  a  cincture,  with  an  ornamental  knot  at  the  front 
of  the  stomacher.        The  skirt  of  the  robe  is  full  and  flowing,   and  at  the  front  is  gathered  up  under 

•  Eitract  of  a  Letter  from  Thomas  Lord  Burdenell  to  Sir  William  Ihigdale,  dated  November  ISth,  1653 : — "  Families 
of  JT  owne  countie  that  you  write  on  may  in  the  p'geny  of  Grcvde,  Holt,  Fitzharb'te,  Ga?e,  St.  Cleere,  and  others,  take 
yr  memorie  of  their  anncestors  upon  this  occasaion  not  as  a  favor:  yet  trutUe  and  auutoritie  warrants  much  more  then  they  can 
qTiarxeU  at,  and  therefore  1  say — I'rospere  procede.' — Uumper't  Jju'^dale's  Life  and  JJiari/,  p.  20G. 

t  Documents  relative  to  Suppression  of  Jlooasteries,  p.  213. 

J  Acta  of  Privy  Council,  (Commissioners'  Eecorda,)   Vol.  VTI.,  p.  46. 

§  Sir  Ambrose  is  well  known,  from  the  circumstance  of  having,  at  a  ball,  picked  up  the  Queen's  garter,  which,  her 
Majesty  declining  to  receive  from  him.  he  wore  on  Iuh  arm,  and  is  so  represented  in  a  portrait.  He  lell  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Margaret,  wife  of  Henry,  third  son  of  Sir  Francis  KnoUys. 
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ftii-  right  arm.  Tho  figur<->,  with  tho  cxrojitii.m  just  iioticiMl,  ;irc  in  an  cxcollent  state  of  prcsorvation. 
'I'lio  dcsiijn  is  characterised  by  freedom  and  boldness ;  and  the  execution  is  good.  The  Justice  had 
u  son,  Edward,  who  su(<'eeded  him:  and  is  also  supposed  to  have  had  another  .son,  Jolm,  or  Joseph, 
who  had  a  son.  Baniaby,  bajitized  at  Aston.  SeptembcT  13.  loT'J,  as  the  cluld  of  Joseph  Ilolte,  of 
Uuddestou,    gent. ;    and   a   daughter   Isabella,    baptized   September   2,    loSO.* 

Prom  a  roll  of  p;u-clm\eut.  5  t'eet  9  inches  loni:  by  o  inches  wide,  headed  "Tho  Inventory  of 
uU  the  goodes  and  aitclls  movable  and  unmovable,  plate,  juells,  and  housold  stufFe  of  Thomas  Ilolte, 
Esquier,  dcccssei  made  the  ei^rhth  daie  of  Apll,  in  the  ycre  of  the  rcyne  of  ouro  moste  draddc 
SouvTcign  Lord  Henry  the  Eight,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Kynge  of  Englondc,  Ffrancc,  and  Irelond, 
Deffendcr  of  the  faythe.  and  of  the  Churche  of  Englonde  and  Irelondc  in  carthe  supreme  hedde, 
tho  xsx^ij''","  we  glean  some  interesting  pailiculars  as  to  the  size  of  his  residence  at  Duddeston,  the 
nature  and  description  of  its  furnitiu'c,  and  the  extent  of  his  rural  occupations.  The  sleeping 
upoi+ments  were  thirteen  in  number, — the  chambur  over  tho  buttrie,  tho  chappell  chnmbur,  the 
maydcs'  chambur,  the  great  chambur,  the  inner  chambm-  to  the  great  chambre.f  tho  yatehowse 
chambur,  the  inner  chambur  to  the  s;ime,  the  geston  chambur,  the  crosse  chambur,  the  inner  chambur 
to  the  same,  the  dark's  chambre,  the  yeomen's  chambre.  and  the  hync's  chambre.  The  other 
apartments  were  the  hawle,  the  piece,  the  storohowse.  tho  galaryc,  the  buttcrye.  the  ketchyn,  the 
larder  howse,  the  dey  howsc,  the  bakhowse,  the  bultyngc  howse,  and  the  yeling  howse.  There  wns 
also  a  mylne :  and  forming  a  portion  of  the  house  was  the  chappell,  the  catalogue  of  the  furniture 
of  which   we    give   entire: — 

iDprimU  a  canabe,  a  pixe,  and  the  sacrameut  thereof  ...  liij  a.       iiij  d. 

Item  ij  corj'ora.^  cases  ij  pLllus  for  tlic  same,  iij  frunt?.  ij  pcre  of  vestmrnts,  a 

cope,  ij  candlesticks,  a  suqiles.  a  nia?bok.  lii  ;iltr  ck'thcs.  ij  cruets,  a  pere  •     <  ;     , 

of  censes,  iij  torches,  iij  i-ar]iyt  quL^sious,  iiij  carpets,  and  a  chailea      ...         viij  li. 
.hj  Item  in  the  boddy  of  tl>o  chuppcil  a  frunt  for  aa  alter,  a  cloth  for  the  same,  a 

pentj'd  table,  and  ij  boUes     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  xa. 

Sum        iz  li.        iij  s.       iiij  d. 

The    principal    bed   chambers    were    hung    with    splendid    hangings,    those    of   the   great   chamber 
being    "of  gaye  colors,  blewe  and  rcdde;"    one  of  the  beds    in   the   same  room   being    "wrought  with 
gildinge   and   fyne   bise,"    and   having    "  a  tester  of  satten,    blew  and  redde,    with   cuverleyd   of  sarsnet 
of  the  same  coUor."        In   the    same   room   were   also    "ij    long   satten  quissions,    a   quission   of  yeUow 
and  blewe   for   the  cheyre,  and  a  quission  of  tynsoU  for  tho  cupborde."         There  was  also  a   "knytte 
tester    Ijmed    about    blewe    with    curteyns    of   white    and    blew    for    feet."        The    total    value    of   the 
contents   of  this   room   was   estimated   at   £13    lis.    4d.         Xor    were    the    other    sleeping    apartments 
without  their  share  of  lusiirious  adornment.        In  the  inner  chamber   to  the  one   last-mentioned,   there 
were   a   "tester   coUored   redde  and  ycUow,    a   bedstyd,    a   fethcr  bed,    a  bolster,    a   pere  of  blankets,    a 
qmlte,    a    covering,    a    cupborde.    a    carpyt    to  the    same,    and   a   nother   to   the   wyndowe."         In    the 
"yatehowse    chambur"    the    hangings    were    "redd    and    yellow,"    the    tester    "of    redde    and    blewe 
chekered,"  the  curtains  "of  blew  tuke,"  and  a  "quission  of  redd  satten  and  white."        In  the  cross 
chamber  were   the    "hanging   thcr,"    a    "yoyncd  bed,    carvon,    a    tester    of   blew    damaske    and   tynsoll 
patten,    with   the   curteynes   of  blew   and   grene   sarsnet."         The  furniture  in  the   living  apartments  is 
not  of  a   character   to   call   for   remark ;     but   the   Knen   in    the    "  chambur .  over   the   buttrio "    requires 
to  be   noticed.        It   consisted   of 

Table  clothes  rsij  wherof  are  of  damaako  and  ij  of  diapur  ...  . .  iiij  ». 

Table  napkvns  i  doscu  wherof  ij  dosea  diapur  and  one  of  damaske  ...  xl  s.        .      ..>  ■ 

Fyne  towells  a  doson,  wherof  iij  diapur  and  one  of  damaske         ...  ...  nt  b.  '    ' 

Course  towell,  a  dosen  ...        .    ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  »i  s.      viij  d.        •'      ' 

Fyne  shetes,  zzx  pere  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     .         T  U.  ,.  . 

Course  shetes,  liiij  pere  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  iij  IL 

Pillo  berea  xrvj  wherof  liiij  fyne  and  xij  course  ...  ...  ...  ii  »• 

•  Under  date  156S,  9th  October,  is  an  entry  at  Aston  of  the  burial  of  Eodolphus,  aoa  of  Eodolphus  Hoult  of  D\iddeston : 
•nd  in  1570,  4tli  of  February,  of  William,  son  of  William  Ilolte,  of  Dcritond.  Prob.ably  it  was  the  btter  Wilham  who 
was  one  of  the  eiccutora  of  tdward  Uolto'a  will  in  1502. 

t  So  in  original. 
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The  kiti-lu'ii  fontuiiua  potf^.  i-liiifoni.'s  >kyinineis.  >kollr!-.  cn'>-;ot-.  irrcJiiVN  fryiuLr  p^uiiiys, 
ohiil'yiiL;  (li=<lics,  a  bnisun  nuirtor  \vitli  a  po>t(41,  sttnic  mortors,  strikuii,'  kn\-\-os.  broilics,  racb<, 
bnmdanls ;  cobbcrds,  pothausiug'*.  hocks,  a  rack  of  ii-on ;  bowlos  and  payles.  Tlio  plato  consisted 
of  two  gilt  salts,  -with  a  covor  to  one  ;  a  gilt  cup  with  a  cover ;  two  silver  pieces ;  a  silver  cup 
T\-ith    a   cover:     aud    a    dozen    and    half  of   tea    spoons. — value    £10    10s. 

The   apparel    of  the   Justice    is   curious : — 

A   gowne   faced   with   Tclvet.   a  gowno   lyned  mth  damaske,   a  gonvne  faced 
vritli    jouols,    a    iO«~ue    £«.'ed    with    puies.    a    gowue    Uncd    with    grer 
eonnye    (couov)  "       ..  .,  "...  ...  "    .._  ...  xiij  li.        vis.      viij  d. 

ij  jackets'  of  vellot,  a  dublet  of  cr\-mson  damaske,  a  dublct  of  blak  satton, 
a  dublct  of  crymson  sattou.'  a  dublet  of  taimey  damaske,  a  new 
colored  cote,  a  marble  cote,  a  blak  cote,  a  cloke.  and  ij  spruse  jurkyns  vij  li. 

Sum  n  li.        vi  s.       viij  d. 

The  live  stock,  entitled  "moveable  godes,"  consisted  of  xix  oxen  and  stcrys,  xxviij  kyne, 
xvij  young  besto,  xiiij  young  calves,  xij  gets,  iiij  gchlings,  ij  mai-cs,  ij  naggs  and  a  colte; 
ccsxis.  shepe,  xix  swyne,  a  crane,  a  tm-kye  cok,  and  a  henne  with  iij  chekyns;  the  value  being 
£S6   Os.  Sd. 

The  inventory,  amounting  to  £270  63.  2d.,  was  exhibited  before  the  proper  authorities  at 
Sutton  Coklfield,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1546.  From  it  a  tolerably  con-cot  idea  of  the  extent  of  the 
Chief  Justice's  establishment  may  be  gained;  and  it  also  affords  good  evidence  that  his  wealth  must 
have   been    considerable. 

XY.— EDWARD  IIOLTE,  -who  succeeded  Ids  father,  was  bom  in  lo41,  (33  Ilenry  Till.,)  and 
was,  therefore,  only  about  four  years  old  at  his  parent's  decease.  It  is  probable  that  he  -was  confided 
to  the  guartliansliip  of  Sii-  Ambrose  Cave,  who  subsequently  maiiicd  Margaret,  the  -widow  of  the 
Justice,  as  Sir  Ambrose  presented  to  the  \-icarage  of  Aston,  in  right  of  his  wife,  (her  son  not  being 
of  age,)  in  15-32  and  1-3G1.  This  Edward  manicd  Dorothy,  daughter  of  John  Ferrers,  Esq.,  of 
Tamworth  Castle.*  lie  -was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Wai-wickshirc,  and  sened  the  otSce  of  High 
Sheriff  for  that  county  in  1-5S3,  (2G  Elizabeth.)  By  letters  patent  of  1st  July,  1573,  (10  Elizabeth,) 
the  Queen  gave,  for  considerations  therein  expressed,  the  rectory  of  Aston,  to  this  gentleman,  for  the 
term  of  twenty-one  years  after  the  expiration  of  a  term  of  sixty  years'  lease  gi-anted  to  one  Philip 
Hobley,  by  John  Oliver,  D.C.L.,  dated  18th  March,  1531,  (23  Henry  VIII.,)  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
jE17    6s.  8d,,   payable   at   the   Feasts   of  St.   Michael  and   the   Annunciation. 

By  the  -will  of  his  grandfather  "WOIington,  Edward  Holte  inherited  considerable  property.  To 
the  kindness  of  Francis  "WUlington,  Esq.,  of  Tamworth,  we  are  indebted  for  permission  to  make  the 
following  extract  from  a  copy  in  his  possession.  Mr.  "Willington's  courtesy  is  the  more  valuable,  as 
the  folio-wing,  taken  from  a  letter  of  Sir  "William  Dugdale  to  Sir  Simon  Ai-cher,  -will  show: — "I 
received  your  letter,  whereby  you  desire  a  copie  of  Will'm  "Willington's  will,  wch  I  should  readily 
send  you  if  I  had  it;  but  when  I  scarcht  the  registers  in  the  Prerogarive  Office  I  found  it  not, 
though  I  did  earnestly  endeavour  so  to  doe;  wch  makes  me  doubt  that  it  was  not  registered  there. 
Therefore  I  was  constrayned  to  make  use  of  that  old  copie  thereof  wch  I  found  amongst  Sr  Thomas 
Holt's  -writmgs ;  of  wch  •  I  have  taken  short  notes." — Hampers  Dugdale,  p.  328.  The  wiU  is 
dated  March  28,   1555,  and  was  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  November  14,  1559 : — 

"And  further  I  -n-ill,  that  if  I  fortune  to  decease  without  issue  male  of  my  body  lawfully  begotten,  then  I  will  and 
bequeath  to  my  daughter  Margery  Cave,  and  to  the  Uein)  of  her  boily  between  Thomas  llulte  and  her  lawfully  begotten, 
all  those  my  laodj,  tcueiiicnt.s,  and  hereditaments  with  their  appurtenances  within  the  towns,  villages,  and  fields  of  Aston 
next    Uyrmyngham    and    Wytton,    within    the    county    of   Warwick,    ilclton'  ilowlberye,    within    the    county    of    Leicester, 

•  The  Ferrers  lamily  waa  one  of  the  noblest  that  sprang  from  the  Xorman  chiefs  of  the  Conquest.  Dorothy's  father 
was  descended  dirc^  tly  from  Tlionias,  second  son  of  AVUliam  Ferrers,  of  Groby,  Leicesten'hire,  and  Elizabeth  Fre\-ille,  heiress 
of  Tamworth,  tlie  FrcMil.  s  n-!ireseating  the  last  of  the  itannious,  whose  gre-at  grandlUther  was  the  original  grantee  of  the 
castle,  temp.  Ueurv  I.  William  i-'crrefs,  of  Groby,  (uow  Rpresented  ijy  the  £;irl  of  Stamtbrd  and  \V'arrington,  as  Lord  Grey, 
of  Grooby,;  was  the  direct  descendant  of  the  great  JLirl  iirnry  de  Ferrers,  .who  camo  over  with  the  Coni|ueror.  The  ouly 
representative  of  this  family  in  "Wanvickshire,  is  iilarmiou  terrors,  Esq.,  of  BaJdesley  CUatou,  descended  from  Edward 
Ferrers,    of  Tamworth,   ub.   15;}5. 
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IlanJswortli,  in  tlie  foucty  of  5<l.itV.inl.  wliirh  did  ol'  Lito  bclou^  unto  tlio  dissolved  cIkimiIht  ol'  Astna  atori'saiiL  and  aUo 
the  Prii'ry  or  Fn-e  Cliapi'l  o(  Binaiimiinm.  «itli  all  tboM'  lands  and  lei-.i-iui-nts  to  tlio  said  IViorv  or  Free  Cli.ipol  beloni^ini, 
within  Birmiiitrhani  ;il'i>ivsiid.  and  tlie  LonUliip  or  Manor  ot'  tlie  j.imo  wuliin  tlu!  lordship  of  L)udi.>tou,  toL;rtUer  with  eerlaiii 
lands  and  tenements  Inn:;  within  the  lonirhip  of  Xecheis.  Sahelry.  within  the  said  parish  of  A-ton,  sometime  beion-^iu'^  to 
the  Lite  dissolved  ("luud  of  Dervt.nuo.  vviiinu  the  said  county  c.f  Warwick:  which  lands  and  tenements  I  latelv  had  and 
purchased  of  one  Tliomas  ii.iwkyuis.  otherwise  called  fysslier.  as  by  Ids  deed  thereof  made  more  at  larLre  it  •loth  appear, 
to  have  and  to  held  the  preni-.^i  s,  witli  their  appurtcuaiucs.  to  my  saul  daii:,'hter.  in  form  ai'orcsjid  ;  and  fur  dtiUuit  of  such 
issue  the  premises  to  remain  to  the  issue  between  Sir  Ambrose  Cave  and  my  said  daui;litcr  lawimly  beu'otten.  And  also 
oU  my  lauds,  tenements,  and  hcnditaii;ents  with  their  appurtenances  in  the  towns  and  parishes  of  Ilorbome.  Ilaleshowcn, 
NortSlde,  and  Smythewieke.  withui  tlie  eoumies  of  Worcester.  >alop,  and  Stall'ord,  to  have  and  to  hold  tlie  same  to  uiv 
said  daughter  Martiery  Cave,  and  to  the  heirs  of  her  body  lawfully  be'jotten  between  her  and  the  said  Sir  Ambrose  Cave'; 
and  for  det'ault  of  such  heirs  I  wiU  that  all  my  said  lauds,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  with  their  .appurtenancvs  in  Aston, 
Wrtton,  Birmingham,  Dudeston,  Xechells,  Melton,  ILansewortbe.  Ilorbome,  llayleshowen.  and  NortJde  aforesaid,  shall  remain 
and  come  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  ^larijery  lawl'ully  begotten  by  Thom;ts  Holt  her  late  husband,  and  for  dcf.ralt  .if  sueh 
issue  to  my  ri;,'lit  heirs  for  ever.  And  I  wiU  that  the  re:!idue  of  my  said  daughters  and  heirs  and  their  husbauds  shall  after 
my  decease  release  and  assure  against  tliciu  and  their  heirs  the  said  lauds  and  tenements  and  other  the  premises  in  Aston, 
Wytton,  BlrmiuL:ham,  Dude^ton.  Xechells,  Saltley,  3Ielton,  Hanseworthe,  Ilorborue,  llaleshonen.  Xorfelde,  and  Smithewicke, 
with  their  appurtenances,  to  the  said  Jlar^ery  t'ave  and  to  her  said  lieirs  accordini;  to  the  inteut  of  this  my  will,  with  sueh 
remainders  over  thereof,  and  in  hke  manner  imd  form  as  is  .above  declared  of  the  same  as  shall  be  devised  bv-  the  said 
Margery  and  her  said  heirs,  at  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  said  Jlargery  and  of  her  heirs.  And  I  wdl  that  t!ie  heir  male 
apparent  of  the  said  ^lar^ery  Cave,  after  my  decease,  at  his  full  a::e  of  twenty-one  years,  shall  have  out  of  the  s.mie  manors, 
lands,  tenements  bequeathed  to  tlie  said  Marker}'  an  yearly  rent  £'20  to  be  paid  him  at  the  feasts  of  the  Annunciation  of 
our  Lady  and  St,  IMichael  the  Archan:;el  by  even  portions,  which  rent  1  bequeath  to  him  out  of  the  same  by  this  my  will, 
with  like  dause  of  distress  for  non-payment  thereof  as  is  albresaid  of  other  rents." 

Edward  Holte  lies  buried   with  his  ancestoi-s  at  Aston,    his  monument   being;  aiHxcd  to  the  wall, 

near  to  his  ga-andlathcr's.       It  consists  of  a  representation  of  himsolf  and  lady,  kneeling,  one  on  either 

side  of  a  rcadiIlg-de^k,   in  the  attitude  of  prayer.        He  wears  long  flowing  hair,  has  a  peaked  beard, 

and  is  partially  clad  in  armour.       The  lady  is  habited  in  a  long  robe,  over  which  is  a  kiitle.       Round 

the  neck  is  the  well-known  ruff,  so  fashionable  in  the  d;iys  of  Elizabeth ;    and  on  the  head  is  a  veU, 

thrown  back  so  as  to  permit  the  features  to  be  seen.       The  upper  part  of  the  monument  is  encircled 

•with  a   semicircular  arch,   flanked   by   plain   roiuid   pillars   with  Corinthian  capitals.        In   the   spandrils 

are    shields,    Holte    quartering    WiUington,    Delaberc,    kc,    and    Holte    impaling    Ferrers.         Over    the 

pediment   is   a   shield    charged   with    the   armorial   bearings   of  the   Holte   Family — azure,    two   bars   or; 

in   chief,   a   cross   patee,    fitche   of  the    same.        Eesting  on   the  shield   is   the   crest — a  sqiurrel  sejant, 

proper  .•  *     in    the    forefeet    a   hazel   branch    slipped,    vert ;     nuts   proper.         Beneath   the   shield   is   the 

motto     "Exaltavit    humiles,"    (He    hath    exalted    the    humble,)    probably    taken    from    the    Grospel    by 

Luke,   chap,  i.,   v.  52.  The   age    of  this  gentleman,   and  the  date  of  his  death,  are  recorded  in  the 

inscription   on   his   monument,    as   follows : — 

"  Here  lieth  bvried  Edwaede  Holte,  Esqvier,  and  DoHoirrrE  his  wife :  wch  Edwarde  was  Lorde  of  this  Towne  and 
Patron  of  this  Chvrche  or  Viearedize ;  He  was  allso  Lorde  of  Dvddeston  and  Xechels,  and  of  divers  other  landes  witliin 
this  parishe :  who  dyed  abovx  Candellmas,  beinge  abovt  the  aije  of  one  and  iiltie  yeares,  in  the  iixv  yeare  of  the  raigne  of 
Qveene  Elizabethe,  and  in  the  yeare  of  ovr  Sariovr   Christ   lo92." 

By  his  will  he  leaves  £500  each  to  his  two  daughters,  llargaret  and  Mary ;  to  his  son  Francis, 
the  parsonage  and  appurtenances  of  Shenstone,  Stafibrdihire ;  to  his  son  Eobert,  property  in  "Weston 
in  Arden,  near  BuUdngton,  Warwickshire,  and  desires  his  executors  to  put  this  son  apprentice  to  a 
merchant  in  London,  and  when  he  should  attain  the  age  of  twenty-two,  to  make  an  "advancement" 
for  him;  to  his  dear  wife  sundry  articles  are  left,  and  the  remainder  is  bequeathed  to  his  elder  son, 
Thomas,  who  was  to  come  into  possession  on  attaining  his  twenty-second  year.  WUliam  Holte  and 
others  are  appointed   executors. 

The  date  of  his  death  was  February  3rd,  1592 ;  his  lady  was  buried  on  the  20th  of 
December,  1594.  Three  sons  and  seven  daughters  were  the  issue  of  this  marriage.  The  names  of 
the  former  were — Thomas,  who  succeeded  to  the  estate,  Francis,  and  Eobert ;  of  the  latter,  Anno 
married  Edward  Easte,  Esq. ;  Lucy,  John  Hugford,  Esq. ;  Catharine,  Humphrey  Wyrley,  Esq.,  of 
Handsworth;  ilary,  George  Smyth,  Esq.,  son  of  George  Smyth,  Esq.,  of  "Wootton,  "Warwicksliirc ; 
Dorothy   and  ilarg.iret,    who   died   unmarried;     and   Frances,    who   died  yoimg. 

XVI.— Sm  THOilAS   HOLTE  was  bom  in  1571,  (14  Elizabeth,)  and  could  scarcely  have  attained 
his   majority   at  his  father's  death.       He   enjoyed   his   property   for   the   long   .space    of  sLxt^'-two  yeai-s, 

•  In  the  Books  at  the  Heralds'  CoUcge,  the  squirrel  is  sometimes  gircn  argent.  -' 
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auil  it   was  ho  who  raisoil  the  Family  to  thi'  hi^rhpst  pitch  of  its  prospiuity.       When  iu  his  '28th  year, 

lo99,  (-42  Elizabeth.)  lie  served  the  office  of  Sheriii'  for  the  county,  ami  iu  April.   1603,  was  a  member 

of  a   deputation   to    welcome   Kiiij;   James   to    Eni^land,    and    on    the    18th    of    the    same   month,    being 

then  designated  as  of  Cheshire,   received  the  honour  of  knij^hthood.       On  the  2oth  of  Xovoraber,  1612, 

(0  Janus   I.,)   he   was    fm-thor   advanced  to  the  di^rnity  of  a  Baronet.        The   reason   of  the    foundation 

of  this  order  of  nobility  was  as  follows : — The  pro^•inel3  of  Ulster   being   in   a   state   of  great  rebellion, 

the  King,   desii-ous   of  reducing  it    to  obedience,   hit  upon   an   expedient   which,   without    bui-deu   to   the 

subject,  or  danger  to  the  law,   accomplished  his  object.       Counting  on  the  weakness  of  human  nature, 

the    "Eoyal    Solomon"'    ollercd    a    title    of    B;ironctcy    to    every    gentleman    possessed    of    an    ftTiniml 

income    of  £1,000,    who    at    the    least    was    descended    from    a    father   and   grandfather    bearing    arms, 

and    was    willing    to    maintain    for    the    defence    of    L-cland,     "and   especially   for   the   security    of    the 

province    of    ITlster,""    for    thi'ee    years,    "thirty   foot    soldiers    in    the    King's   army,    after    the  rate    of 

8d.  sterling   per   day,    which   amounted   in   the   whole    to   the   sum   of  iil,00-3."  Hence   the   popular 

and  true    idea    of  the   cost    of  a   Baronetcy    having  been   £1,000.        In   order,    perhaps,    to   divert   the 

ridicule    which   the    piuchase   of  a    title    would   cause,    the   royal   commission   of   1611    goes   on  to   say 

that   these   extraordinary   subsiilies    should   be    soleuinly   separated    from   aU   the   other   treasures    of   the 

kingdom,    and   kept   apart   by   themselves,    and   wholly   converted   to   this   public    and    memorable   work. 

The  royal  arms  of  Ulster — the  red  hand — were  also  assigned   to   the   baronets   for   their   assistance   and 

services  in  the  work  of  colonization,   of  which  the  King  was  so  enamoured  that  he  quartered  the  arms 

of  L-eland  on  his  shield,    "he  being,"   says  an  old  author,   "the  first  of  our  kings  who  bore  the  same 

quartered  vrith  tlic  royal  anus  on  his  coin  and  seal."'       The  notable  scheme  of  the   monarch  succeeded 

so  wcU,   that   at  the  time  when  Sii-  Thomas   Holte  acqtiirod  his  title — a  year  after  the  crearion  of  the 

order — ninety-three    gentlemen    had    obtained    the    dignity,     fifteen    other    patents    bearing    the    same 

date  as  that   of  Sir  Thomas.        The  original  document    is   in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Bracebridge.       The 

parchment  is  plain.    (Avithout   border.)   except    a   pen-and-ink  sketch   of  the  King   sitting   in   state,   with 

the    sceptre    and    globe.         The   receipt    from    the   Exchequer    for    Sir  Thomas's    Baronetage    money    is 

also  in  the  possession  of  ilr.  Bracebridge.       The  former  document  is  too  long  to  transcribe,   especially 

as  a   copy   of  the    genei-al   fonn    employed,    and   diffeiing   only   ia    tri\'ial    particulars    from    the    patent 

of  Sir  Thomas,    has    been    published    in    the   Baronetage   of  Kimber   and   Johnson,    and    also    in    other 

•works.        From  the  latter  we  extract  the  receipt  for  the  first  instalment  of  £36-5 : — 

In  Pello  Eecept'  de  Termino  Mich'ia  anno  nono  Eegia  Jacobi,  sexto  Decembrla. 

Warr'. — D.  Thomas  lloUe  Mil'  et  Baronett'  treseent'  sexarint'  quinqe  Libras  de  p'te  miiiiiT  li'.  p'  ip'm  D'no  Besi  Jacobo 
dat'  et  cone'  ad  manutenend'  tri;,nnt'  riros  in  coliortibus  suis  pedescr'  in  Rejno  d'ao  Hibemie  p'  dct'en^o 
eiusdem  et  p'cipue  p'  securitat'  plantac'o'is  Provincie  Vltonie  ib'm  p'  spatium  triu'  annonim  subsequen' 
s'c'd'm   ratam   nil  d.   p'   quolib't  huiusmodi  pedil'   p'   diem   durau'   termino   p  d'. 

(In  the  Pells.  Eeceipt  at  iliehaelmas  term,  9th  James,  6th  December. 
Warwickshire. — Sir  Thomas  Holte.  Knight   and  Baronet,  i;3(j.j,   part   of  £1.095   given  and  conceded  by  him  to   King  James 
for   maintaining  thirty  men   in   hia   t'oot   rcuimenrs    in  the   kingdom   of  Ireland,    for   the   defence   of  the   same. 
and    chiefly   for   the    security   of  tiie   prorince  of   Ulster   there,   for   the   space   of  tiiree   years   following,   alter 
Xfl      ]  ■'■■    the   rate   of  6d.    per   day   for   each   of  the   said   footmen   during   the    said   term. — -iyOo  paid.) 

And  now,  having  attained  to  so  great  honour,  this  gentleman,  who  had.  hitherto,  as  his  ancestors 
before  him,  resided  at  the  Manor  House  of  Duddeston,  and  who  is  described  by  a  descendant,  (Sir 
Charles  Holte,  his  great  gmnd-son,)  as  "a  gentleman  well  read  in  most  parts  of  learning,  and  versed 
in  several  languages,"  and  as  "highly  esteemed  in  his  county  by  men  of  all  conditions,  being  of  an 
even  temper,  truly  just,  charitable,  and  exemplary  in  his  life  and  conversation;"  having  previously 
received  a  very  large  accession  of  property  by  his  marriage  with  Grace,  one  of  the  daughters  and 
co-heiressc3  of  "William  Bradbume,  Esq.,  of  Hough,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  commenced  the  enclosing 
of  the  park  at  Aston,  and  in  the  month  of  April,  1618,  began  the  erection  of  the  noble  toansion 
standing  there.  In  order,  however,  to  avoid  a  break  in  the  continuity  of  the  Family  history,  a 
description   of  the    building   is   deferred   to   a   subsequent   page. 

Sir  Thomas,  on  the  21st  June,  1599,  (-12  Elizabeth,)  purchased  the  rectory  of  Aston,  which 
had  been  grjjitcd   to  his  father  for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years,  in  1573,  (16   Elizabeth.)        By  letters 
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patent,    dated    20th   June,    IJO'.t,    the    rectory    and    other    properties  were    fn"anted    by    the    Crown    to 
Edward  Nelson  and  John  Pm-uell,   for  £1,860    IGs.  '2d.,   at  a  yearly  rent  of  £17   Gs.  Sd. ;     and  on  the 

day    folIo\\in;^    the    date    of    the    patent,    an    iudentm-e    was    made  between    the    parties    named    and 

Thomas  Ilolto,    Esq.,    of  Duddcston,    by   which   it   was   agreed   that,  for   a   certain   sum   of  money   paid 

by  the  said  Thomas   Ilolte,    the   rectory   shoidd   be   sold  to   hiin.  Tlic  execution  was  attested   by  six 

witnesses,   and  the  deed  emolled    in  the  close  rolls  of  Chancery,  on  the  22nd  June.       The   orin-inai   is 
(or  rather   was)   in   the    Rolls  Otiice,    Chancery    Lane. 

Sir  Thomas  had  a  fiimily  of  fiiteen  chililren.  Ilis  elder  son,  Robert,  died  yoiuig;  the  second, 
Edward,  was  bom  in  1000.  This  yoimg  gentlemen,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  entered  Hart  Hall,  (now 
Hertford  College,)  Oxford,  as  the  elder  son  of  a  Baronet.  (Liber  Matric.  Aul.  Cervin.,  Xovembris  17" 
1615: — "Edouardus  Holt,  Baronetti  tilius,  Waruicensis.  annos  natus,  15.")  It  is  not  kno%vn  whether 
lie  took  any  degree.  In  lacobi  Ai-a,  1G17,  and  in  Annrc  Funebria,  IGID,  he  has  Latin  verses,  his 
signature    being    "Bai'onetti   fil.    nat.    max.'"'  In    consequence    of    his    intimay    with    the    sons    of 

Dr.    King,    Bishop   of   London,    at    College,    he    mamed    Elii^abeth,    the    elder    daughter    of    that    hii'h 
dignitaiy.        The  match,   however,   was   so   displeasing   to  Sir  Thomas,   that   he   threatened    to   disinherit 
his  son,   and  was  only  prevented  by  the  personal  iutert'erence  of  Charles  I.       The  following  is  a  copy 
of  the   monarch's   letter,    the   original   being   in   the   possession   of  Mr.   Bi-acebridge : — 
"Charles  E. 

"Trusty  and  well  beloved.  Wee  greet  you  welL  Wee  bavo  taken  knowledcre  of  a  niarrinse  between  your 
Sonne  and  a  daui.'liter  of  the  late  Bisliop  of  Lunduu,  and  of  your  dislike  tbercof,  soe  tar  expressed  as  to  threaten  a 
disinheritance  of  your  sonne:  of  whom  wee  have  al.-o  hrani  very  well,  as  having  manv  ijood  parts  that  make  him  able  to 
doe  U3  senice,  and  titt  rather  to  bee  elierished  of  all  smid  eneoiu-.ii:eu)euts,  than  oppressed  with  a  beavv  hand.  Whereas 
is  no  greater  eau?e  of  otlence  agaiust  him,  and  the  iuierc>t  wee  have  iu  all  our  subjoets,  and  especially  in  families  of  the 
beat  qualitie,  giveth  Us  cause  to  interpose  m  this,  where  a  .sevi-re  proceediu!:;  against  voiir  sonne  would  endanjer  the 
overthrow  of  your  house,  whereof  there  are  so  ujany  examples,  and  leave  that  tytle  of  honour  which  must  descend  upon 
him  by  our  late  father's  gratious  grants,  conternptable.  wbun  it  should  tall  upon  one.  deprived  bv  vour  act  of  the  state 
and  means  to  support  it.  For  the  match,  We  cou-ider  and  may  well  liope  that  a  blessinje  and  many  comforts  will  follow 
the  daughter  of  a  soe  reverend  aud  good  a  man,  whose  other  children  are  in  soe  hopeful  waves  aud  soe  well  disposed; 
and  an  alliance  with  them  cannot  be  a  disparagemente, — and  what  inei|ualitie  you  may  thinke  of  betwcene  vour  sonne  and 
her,  for  estate  or  otherwise,  Wee  will  be  ready  to  supply  our  jrrace  and  assistance,  in  ginng  him  advancement  and 
impartinge  our  favour  to  him  in  such  «ayes  as  his  good  parts  are  capable  of.  Wee  doe  therefore  recommuude  it  to  Tou 
that  you  doe  not  only  forbeare  any  act  ajainst  your  sonne  in  respect  of  his  match,  but  that  you  restore  him  into  vour  former 
favour  and  good  opinion,  wherein  Wee  doubt  not  that  our  mediation  upon  grounds  of  much  reason  and  iudiiference  will  soe 
fer  prevaile  with  you,  that  Wee  shall  have  cause  to  accept  graciously  your  answer,  wliich  Wee  expect  you  return  unto  Us 
with  all  conveniency.        Given  at  our  Courte  at  Hampton,  the  7th  day  of  August,  in  the  third  veare  of  our  rei'^ne." 

The  marriage  took  place  about  the  year  1G24.  Its  further  history  will  be  adverted  to  in 
chronological  order.  It  may  be  stated  here,  however,  that  Edward  Holte  was  appointed  groom  of 
the   bedchamber   to   the    King,    but   the   date   of  the   appointment   is   not   known. 

In  May,  1631,  Sir  Thomas  took  up  his  abode  at  his  new  residence,  though  it  was  not  finished 
till  April,  163-5,  and  here  he  resided  in  great  splendour,  his  ample  resources  enabling  him  to  maintain 
in   due   state   the   dignity   of  his   rank.f  - 

In  1637,  a  will  was  drawn  up,  by  which, — after  reciting  an  indenture  made  in  1635, 
(10  Charles  I.,)  between  Sir  Thomas  Holte,  of  the  one  part,  and  Sir  Thomas  Puckeridge,  Anthony 
Eoper,  Richard  Shuckburgh,  Walter  Giffard,  and  Richard  SmaUbrook,  of  the  other  part,  whereby 
the  manors  and  estates  of  Aston,  Xechells,  and  Duddeston,  and  lands  in  Witton,  Erdington, 
Washwood,  Saltley,  Bordesley,  Birmingham,  Honesworth,  and  the  rectory  of  Aston,  were  assm-ed  to 
Sir  Thomas  for  life  ;  then  to  the  uses  of  his  will ;  then  to  the  uses  declared  in  the  said  indenture ; — 
Sir  Anthony  Roper,  Sir  Richard  Shuckburgh,  William  Gifi&ird,  and  Richard  SmaUbrook  were  appointed 
trustees,  with  power  to  raise  £1,500,  and  -nith  £100,  or,  if  not  sufficient,  £200  of  that  sum,  to  erect 
alms-houses  at  Aston  for  five  men  and  five  women,  and,  with  the  residue  of  the  £1,500,  to  purchase 
hereditaments  to  the  yearly  value  of  £66  13s.  4d.,  to  pay  each  of  the  inmates  £5  4s.  per  annum,  by 
weekly  instalments  of  2s.,   and    lOs.   to  buy   a   fuize   gown,    and   a  wain  load  of  coals;    appointing  the 

•  Hannah'a  Poems  of  Dr.  King,  Bishop  of  Chichester.    •  :.  :',    <•■:■-  ■.•'.  ;,  -:    \.  -  >i :  - 

t  A  bond  for  £1,000,  from  Peter  GiiTard  to  Sir  Thomas,  dated  16:3.3,  is  in  Mr.  Bracehridge's  possession. 
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yoiu'lj-  payment  ut'  £1  lis.  8il.  tor  two  K'Cturc-,  aiul  the  like  sum  for  collectinj;  the  rents.  This 
doeiuneut  does  not  appe;ir  to  huve  been  exeeuteil ;  a  routjh  (li'al't  (perh:ips  the  only  one  dniivn  up) 
still  remains.  By  a  subsoipunit  \rill,  dated  .Tune  4.  l(]-jO,  Sir  Thomas  f'tiitcr  aliaj  directed  the 
erection  of  a  monument  to  the  menioiy  of  himself  and  ■wifo  in  Aston  Chiu-ch ;  iind  also  empowered 
his  executors  to  raise  the  sum  of  £300,  and  with  £100  of  that  sum,  and  if  that  were  insnliicient, 
with  j£i]00,  or  more,  to  erect,  or  cause  to  be  erected  and  built,  one  convenient  alms-house  of 
brick-work,  in  the  town  of  Aston-juxta-Birmingham,  somewhat  beneath  the  vicai-age,  in  the  croits  there 
wherein  the  Tinker's  House  and  HoUman's  House  did  stand,  along  the  street  or  lane  side,  with  a 
garden  to  each,  in  case  the  testator  shoidd  not  do  it  in  his  life-time.  The  nominees  (five  men  and 
five  women)  were  to  be  appointed  by  his  widow  and  the  heirs  male,  and,  in  default,  by  the  Yicar, 
Churchwardens,  ;md  Overseers  of  the  parisL  Eighteen  trustees  were  appointed ;  and  a  rent-charge, 
of  a£SS  per  annum,  arising  out  of  the  manors  of  Erdington  and  Pipe,  and  other  lands,  and  payable 
at   Lady-day   and   iliehaehnas,    was   assigned   for   the   support   of  the   inmates.* 

The  estimation  in  which  Sir  Thomas  was  held  at  Court  was  so  great  that  he  was  nominated 
by  Charles,  ambassador  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  but,  on  the  plea  of  advanced  age,  was  excused  from 
the  discharge  of  that  important  office.  "^licn,  however,  the  war  broke  out  between  the  King  and 
Parliament,  the  old  Baronet  warmly  assisted  the  Monarch  with  his  purse,f  but  was  disabled  by  age, 
being   then   more    than   seventy,    ft'om   active   sei-vice   in   the   field.  His   previous   habits   of  life   also 

would   have   unfitted    him    for   the   diichai'gc   of  military   duties. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1G4'2,  on  the  evenings  of  Sunthy  and  Monday,  the  ICth  and  lTth,J 
Charles,  whose  army  was  mai-ching  from  Shi-cwsbmy-  to  relieve  Banbiury  Castle,  staid  at  Aston  two 
nights  as  the  guest  of  the  loyal  old  Baronet ;  and  this  \'isit.  trinal  in  itself,  has  invested  with  an 
undying  interest  the  edifice,  as  identif)-ing  it  with  the  hapless  foituncs  of  the  ill-judging  Monarch. 
To  the  present  time  the  room  where  he  slept  is  called  "the  King's  Chamber,"  and,  though  it  be  bare, 
it  retains  a  prestige  which  attaches  to  no  other  portion  of  the  building. 

That  Sabbath  evening  was  a  memorable  season  in  the  annals  of  Aston  Hall.  We  sec,  in 
imagination,  the  last  rays  of  the  setting  sun  glancing  athwart  those  mosque-Uke  minarets,  whose 
metalled  roofs  yet  retained  their  pristine  freshness.  TV"e  see  the  royal  standard,  as  it  proudly  floats 
from  the  highest  turret,  as  if  in  defiance  of  aU  gainsayers.  We  hear  the  clash  of  arms,  the  loud 
flourish  of  martial  music,  the  joyous  ringing  of  the  old  church  bells,  the  glad  acclaim  of  a  loyal 
assemblage,  who  raise  the  shout  which  erst  greeted  the  ear  of  the  Jewish  King ;  and  we  look  on 
the  sombre,  pensive  countenance  of  him,  in  whose  honour  all  this  demonstration  is  made,  as  he 
courteously  acknowledges  the  deferential  obeisances  of  the  assembled  throng.  In  that  retinue  of 
attendants  on  the  Monarch,  we  likewise  behold  one,  who,  with  sorrowful  face  and  averted  eye,  casts 
around  him  furtive  glances  as  the  cavalcade  proceeds,  and  is  anxiously  longing  to  see  if  the  man 
who  is  so  prodigal  of  his  affection  towards  his  Sovereign  has  any  feeling  of  regard  towards  a  son, 
whomi,  for  eighteen  years,  he  has  viewed  with  unmitigated  hatred.  And,  as  no  ray  of  compassion 
beams  fi'om  the  eye  of  the  old  man,  we  can  well  imagine  that  utter  sinking  of  spirit  which  came 
over  "the  noblest,  the  best,  and  the  bravest,"  of  all  who  ever  bore  the  name  of  Holte.  Go,  old 
man!  hug  thy  patents  and  commissions — produce  thy  pardon  fi-om  thy  Sovereign,  didy  signed,  scaled, 
and  delivered,  and  defy  the  world  to  charge  thee  with  crime — rejoice  in  thy  noble  mansion  and 
thy  broad   domains — but   remember !     there   is  a   canker  at   the   root   of  aU   thy   greatness,    so   long  as 

•  The  Commissioners'  Eeports,  VoL  XXES.,  Part  2,  contain  a  full  account  of  the  charity. 

t  In  Aflhbuniliam'3  receipts  from  April,  1642,  to  October,  164.3,  occurs  the  following  item: — "From  the  Lord  Dunsmore, 
for  Sir  Thomas   Holt,  £0.3." 

X  Manley'a  Iter  Carolinum,  in  Sancrott's  Collectanea  Curiosa.  There  is  some  discrepancy  in  the  Iter  re^pectin;;  the 
16tli,  but  all  accounts  make  Charles  to  have  pri.ssi-d  two  ni'.;lit3  at  the  Hall,  and  on  the  Ihth.  alter  rcriewin?  tlio  &tart'ord=hirc 
troops  at  Sutton  Culdl'uld,  lie  went  ou  to  I'ackuiLjton  Hail.  The  Iter  ia  also  gi\eu  in  Lord  Soiiiera's  CuUcetion  ol'  Tracts, 
but   the    same   discrc[>ancy    occurs    tlicre   also. 
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that  gallant  sou  of  thine — in  so  few  days  to  shed  his  blood  in  thy  royal  master's  cause — nniiaiiis 
unforgivcn   for   the   maguanimous    crime   of  ha\"ing   made   her   whom   he    so    ti-uly    loved   his   wile. 

The  King  left  behind  him  several  memorials  of  his  ^^sit.  Among  them,  a  cabinet  of  walnut 
was  the  cliief:  it  rests  on  large  spiral  caned  legs,  and  measures,  without  these,  3  feet  7  inches  by 
4  feet  5  inches.  The  writing-desk  is  arranged  so  as  to  draw  out ;  and  the  entire  cabinet  is  full 
of  curious  secret  drawers.  It  is  richly  inlaid  with  wood,  and  many  elegant  brass  figures,  in  addition 
to  the  royal  arms.  This  exquisite  article  of  furniture  was  removed  from  the  Hall  by  Sir  Charles 
Holte,  the  last  Baronet,  and  is  now  in  ilr.  Bracebridge's  possession.  Six  chairs,  carved  with  the 
royal  arms ;  a  huge  Delph  mug,  also  bearing  the  same  insignia ;  and  a  China  bowl,  9  inches  deep 
and  22  inches  in  diameter,  were  also  left  by  the  King.  The  chairs  were  dispersed  at  the  sale  in 
1817 — one  of  them  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Eev.  Egerton  Bagot,  at  Pipe  Hayes ;  the  mug  and  bowl 
are   at  Atherstone   Hall. 

On  the  Sunday  after  the  royal  \-isit,  the  battle  of  Edge  Hill  was  fought,  and  Edward  Holte 
was  wounded.  He,  however,  recovered,  and  was  engaged  in  August,  1043,  in  the  defence  of 
Oxford,  and,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  there,  conti"actcd  a  fever,  which  proved  fatal  on 
the  2Sth  of  the  above  month.  The  entry  respecting  him,  in  Dugdalc's  Diary,  (page  -54,)  is  simple 
and  aflFecting: — ''Mr.  Edw.  Holte  (sonne  and  heii-e  of  Sr  Tho.  Holte,  of  Aston-juxta-Bermingha') 
dyed  in  Oxford :  buried  in  Christ  Church,  under  ye  window  in  ye  ChappcU  on  ye  south  side  ye 
Quire,  wherein  ye  pictm-e  of  a  Bishop  is  sett.''  He  was  buiicd  on  the  30th.  The  entry  of  his 
interment,    from    the    register,    (Gutch's    Wood's    History    of    the    Colleges    of    Oxford,    p.    508.)    is: — 

"Augtist   30:     Edward  Holt,   Esq.,    heir  apparent  to  Holt,   Bart.,    was    buried   in   the   south   aisle 

joining  to  the  choii-,  near  to  the  head  of  Bishop  King's  monument."'  The  Bishop  King  referred  to 
was  first  Bishop  of  Oxford,  grand-imcle  of  Dr.  King,  Bishop  of  London,  whose  daughter  ilr.  Holte 
married.  A  monument,  in  memory  of  this  gentleman,  was  placed  over  his  grave,  probably  by  his 
brother-in-law.  In  March,  1S2S,  a  diligent  search  was  made  for  it  by  Mr.  Ed^vard  Holt,  but 
unsuccessfully,  until  he  was  enabled,  by  means  of  a  plan  of  the  interior  of  the  cathedral,  to  discover 
its  position.  The  stone  "  is  removed  fi'om  where  it  was  originally  placed,  and  is  laid  on  the  ground, 
bnt  fix)m  the  great  traffic  over  it,  the  inscription  is  completely  obhterated.  It  is  of  black  marble, 
with  two  white  tablets  inserted,  the  one  for  the  armorial  bearings,  the  other  for  the  inscription." 
From  the  marks  on  the  shield,  it  appears  to  have  been  displayed  quarterly.  The  arms,  however, 
are  obliterated. 

The  sentiments  of  Sir  Thomas  with  regard  to  his  son's  marriage  do  not  appear  to  have 
changed.  The  old  Baronet  made  his  will  in  lC-50,  and  though  he  bequeathed  £100  to  his  grandson 
Eobert  and  his  "now  wife,"  and  to  his  other  grandson,  John,  the  estates  at  Pipe  and  Erdington,  for 
Ufe;  yet  as  no  mention  is  made  of  Mrs.  Edward  Holte,  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  continued 
implacable.  But  the  other  branches  of  the  Family  looked  on  the  matter  in  a  different  light.  Francis, 
(Sir  Thomas's  brother,)  in  his  will,  dated  July  10th,  1641,  bequeathed  her  a  gold  ring;  and  Robert, 
the  other  brother,  (will  dated  July,  1G50,)  a  legacy,  placing  her  name  before  that  of  Lady  Shuckburgh ; 
while  Sir  Thomas's  daughter,  Elizabeth,  (will  proved  July  16th,  1647,)  in  the  legacies  she  bestows  on 
her  nephews  and  nieces,  describes  them  as  "the  sons  and  daughters  of  her  sister  Holte,  wdow," 
thereby  expressing  her  esteem. 

Edward  Holte  died  at  the  age  of  forty-three.  The  following  elegy,  written  by  his  brother- 
in-law,  the  Bishop  of  Chichester,  and  the  subjoined  extract  from  that  prebte's  will,  afford  additional 
information   with  respect  to  this   Family  quarrel : — •  ,  . 

,,.  .,   .„  ^  ,     •  Kannnh'g  Poeoia  of  Dr.  King,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  p.  105. 
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AN    ELEGV    I'PON    TUE    DEATH    OF    Mil.    EDWAKD    HOLT. 

Whetheb  tliy  Father's,  or  disease's  rage,  4,    ■-, 

,^  More  mortal  proved  to  tliv  imhappv  ace. 

Our  sorrow  needs  uot  iiiu>t.on:    sineo  the  fir^t  '  '      '■■'''  '"■        ■  ■   ■ ' 

Is  kuomi  for  loiuth  and  >hArpnes3  mueh  the  worat.  .  ..:,.- 

Tliy  leaver  yet  was  kind,  whuh  the  ninth  day 

For  thy  mist'ui'times  made  an  easic  way,  '        •  •■"■-     '  ■.;;   '  \ 

WTieu  th'  other  b.irbarous  and  heetieU  fit  .-   •        , 

In  nineteen  winters  did  not  lutennit. 

I  therefore  vainly  now  not  ask  tlice  why  '  "'     ~    '    -^    '   '  .'  '"^        t'!'  ; 

.:>,■•     h..!  Thou  didst  30  soon  in  thy  youth's  midway  dy :        ■  j '        '■.'.-         '•   f     -„  -  -  ,  ;- 

^   ■  '   ,-  But  in  my  sence  the  greater  wonder  make 

'    '   ■  '        '  Thy  long-oppressed  heart  no  sooner  brake.  '   '      .       ■  '     ■  ■  •  ' 

Of  force  must  the  nedeeted  blossom  fall 
W  ben  the  tough  root  beeoraes  ounaturaU, 
,    ,  And  to  his  brauehes  doth  that  sap  deny 

'VSTiich  them  with  life  and  verdure  should  supply.  "        '  '        ■   ' 

.  ■    •'  For  parents'  shame,  let  it  forgotten  be,  ■  --  ■,  i     k 

;  And  may  the  sad  example  die  with  thee. 

It  is  not  now  thy  grieved  friend's  intent 
■  ■''     '"  '       '     '-      '•     "■  To  render  thee  duif  Pities  aruument.  '  ;..;..        •,- 

vv ,.-,--  ,  ;■         ,-         .,  Thou  hast  a  bolder  title  unto  tjme, 

'"';  ■-  j^^^  ^j  Edje  Hill  thou  didst  make  good  the  claime;  .  "■■.-' 

^h^-    P,-V-  ■■•    ^  .,  ■■  ■"  "When  in  thy  Koyal  Master's  Cause  and  Warre,  .     .  :"';i  ,  - 

.  .r.  Thy  ventured  Ut'e  brought  oil"  a  noble  skarre; 

'  ■       "■■         Xor  did  thy  faithfid  serviees  desist, 

Till  Death  untimely  strook  thee  from  the  list. 

Though  in  that  prouder  vault,  then,  which  doth  tomb  '     ''  ' 

.'-'  ■       Thy  ancestors,  thy  body  tind  not  room,  i,       ■';.':  .  ,,, 

.,.  -  .   „  *  -  ...  Thine  own  deserts  have  purchased  tiiee  a  place,  ,       , 

Which  more  renowned  is  than  all  thy  race;  '       :.     :  '- ^.~'       :     ;i 

.  '•■  For  in  this  earth  thou  dost  ennobled  ly, 

With  marks  of  Valour  and  of  Loyalty. 

In  the  ■will  of  the  prelate-writer  of  the  elegy  we  find  the  following  affecting  reference  to  his 
deceased  relative.  The  -will  is  dated  14th  July,  1653,  when  the  prospects  of  the  Bishop  were 
exceedingly   dark : — 

"Item,  one  other  somme  more  than  double  to  both  these,  (the  first  was  £1,000,  and  the  second  'a  gommc  not  less 
than  that.')  which  I  lent  out  of  mv  purse  to  my  deceased  brother.  Edward  Holt,  Esquire,  as  the  Bondes  by  him  given 
perticulerly  shew;  and  I  recommend  this,  my  last  and  earnest  desire,  to  mv  worthy  nephew  and  God  sonnet  Sir  Robert 
Holt,  Barronett.*  that  as  he  was  bom  under  my  roofe,  and  had  his  share  in  that  support  which  for  manv  vears  I  eheert'uUv 
allowed  his  parents  and  their  children,  when  the  rmiatural  vsage  of  an  implacable  father  denved  theiu  competent  means 
wher  by  they  might  subsist,  soe  he,  being  now  master  of  a  plentiful  estate,  will  not  forget  the  kindness  which  I  shewed, 
but  return  it  to  my  sones,  whose  provision  must  needs  fall  the  shorter,  since  what  I  disbursed  was  taken  out  of  their 
patrimony.  I  mention  thus  much  without  repentance  of  the  L'ounesie  by  me  performed,  or  without  pleading  merritt  for 
my  nephew's  regard  towards  those  I  leave  behind,  beleeMiig  his  worth  such  that  he  cannot  fade  in  so  iuste  a  request, 
which  I  reinforce  as  he  expects  eyther  blessing  from  God  \-pon  his,  or  fidelity  of  friends  to  himselfe;  in  assurance  thereof 
that  out  ot  this  great  debt  somethinj  will  come  in  to  discharge  those  remembrances  I  desire  to  leave  behind  me,  I 
bequeath  to  my  beloved  »pbcw,  Sir  Kobert  Holt,  a  seale,  with  all  the  quarters  of  his  Family,  engraven  by  most  curioua 
Artist,  and  pronded  by  my  Executors.  Item,  I  bequeath  to  my  deare  sister,  ilrs.  Elizabeth  Millini;ton,  formerlv  wife  to 
my  brother,  Edward  Holt,  Esquire,  a  piece  of  plate  of  forty  ounces,  beseeching  her  to  accept  it  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
her  affectionate  care  expressed  towards  me  and  myne  during  the  tyme  I  soioumed  under  her  roofe :  and  to  mv  worthr 
brother,  her  husband,  John  ^lillington,  Esquire,  I  bequeath  fower  volumes  fairely  bound,  being  a  description  of  the  world 
in  French,  written  by   Pierce  Avity." 

The  fact  recorded  in  reference  to  ilrs.  ilillington  is  the  most  beautiful  episode  in  the  history 
of  the  Family.  She  was  alive  in  1670,  as,  by  the  will  of  John  King,  Esq.,  (elder  son  of  the 
Bishop,)  of  Boycote,  Kent,  dated  ilay  20th  and  24tL  of  that  year,  the  picture  of  the  testator's  uncle, 
Mr.  William  King,  was  bequeathed  to  her.  A  small  legacy  of  remembrance  was  also  left  to  Sir 
Eobert   Holte.       ;       :^       /  '     ,  -      -  '    '■'■  ::    ;     r     ■  -  '  . ,   ;> - 

We  now  return  to  the  history  of  Sir  Thomas.  In  the  month  of  December,  1643,  apprehending 
danger  from  his  Birmingham  neighbours,  he  applied  to  Colonel  Leveson,  Governor  of  Dudley  Castle, 
for  a  guard  of  soldiers,  and  on  the  18th,  forty  musketeers  were  placed  in  the  Hall.  On  the  26th, 
(a  sad  exchange  for  the  festiWties  of  Christmas,)  the  Parliamontarians,  in  number  1,200,  commenced 
their  attacL       The   marks  of  the  cannonading  are  still   visible  on  the  walls   of  the  south-west  wing  of 

I.ULU  u.";  •  There  muat  be  w>me  mistake  in  the  date,  as  Sir  Thoiiuia  did  not  die  until  Dctcmber,  1054.  .-  ' 
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the  building.  Tlio  array  broiiiilit  ag-.iinst  tho  Ilall  could  not  have  consisted  of  roijiilar  troops,  xs  the 
small  nunibcr  of  the  besieged — forty  foot  soldiers  and  the  household  of  Sir  Thomas — could  not  have 
defended  the  place  for  any  length  of  time ;  but  must  have  been  composed  of  an  imdiseiplined 
concourse,  with  a  very  few  giLoncrs  and  regul;ir  soldiers;  the  choice  of  gi-ound  for  the  plav  of  the 
cannon  showing  much  more  skill  than  a  mere  assembly  of  townspeople,  unacquainted  with  the  science 
of  gunnery,  could  have  possessed.  The  attack  continued  on  the  day  folloTviug,  the  27th ;  and  on 
the  28th,  after  twelve  of  the  royalists  had  been  killed,  the  gallant  dcfendei-s  smTcndercd  their  fortress, 
but  not  before  they  had  inflicted  a  loss  of  sixty  on  the  enemy.  One  of  the  balls,  after  piercing 
the  wall,  struck  off  the  ornament  from  a  pillar  of  the  banister  on  the  staircase,  and  lodged  in  the  wall 
adjoining. 

The  Hall,  immediately  on  its  surrender,  was  plundered ;  such  of  the  Family  papers  as  had  not 
been  removed  to  a  place  of  security  were  destroyed,  though  not  entirely  to  the  extent  stated  bv 
CoUins,  as  the  numerous  evidences  still  existing  at  Athcrstone  show.  Sir  Thomas  was  also  imprisoned, 
but  his  confinement  would  appear  to  have  been  rather  a  matter  of  precaution  than  for  the  purpose  of 
revenge ;  and,  from  the  fact  that  no  injury  was  done  to  any  of  the  monuments  of  the  Family  ia 
the  adjoining  church,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  act  was  one  rather  undertaken  for  the  public  weal 
than   from   dislike    to    the   old   Baronet. 

The  popular  opinion  is  that  the  attack  was  made  because  of  Charles  being  in  the  Hall  at  the 
time,  and  this  impression  was  certainly  shared  in  by  the  later  branches  of  the  Holte  Family,  among 
whom  a  tradition  existed  that  the  defence  was  prolonged  for  thi'ee  d;iys,  to  afford  him  an  opportunitv 
of  escaping.  In  corroboration  of  this  idea,  they  pointed,  too,  to  the  ai-ticlcs  of  furniture  left  at  the 
Hall  by  the  Monai-ch.  But  the  slightest  reflection  will  show  the  improbability  of  the  supposition. 
Charles  would  never  have  risked  his  person  so  slenderly  guarded  in  so  disaffected  a  distiict  as 
Birmingham.  There  was  no  purpose  to  serve  in  his  making  a  visit  incognito  to  Aston,  nor  is  there 
the   slightest   reason    to   suppose   that   he   did   so.  That   wing   of  the    building   in   which   the   Kind's 

chamber  was  situated  was  cannonaded;  and  as  no  written  account  of  the  circumstances  was  preserved, 
in  process  of  time  the  royal  visit  and  the  assault-at-arms  would  be  blended  together,  till  they  came 
to  be  regarded  as  events  occurring  at  the  same  period.  The  dates,  however,  as  given  by  Stanley 
and  Dugdale,  are  conclusive.  In  October,  1642,  the  King  visited  Aston,  and  in  December,  1643, 
the   attack  was   made. 

Sir  Thomas  suffered  severely  for  his  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign.  In  addition  to  his  imprisonment, 
his  household  goods  were  twice  confiscated,  and  his  estates  once  decimated,  such  contributions  beiug 
forced  from  him,  that,  according  to  Collins,  "the  damage  he  sustained  was  computed  at  £20,000." 
The  sum  named  was  probably  a  random  guess,  but  doubtless  was  tolerably  accurate.  In  the 
"catalogue  of  the  Lords,  Knights,  and  Gentlemen  that  have  compounded  for  their  estates,"  under 
date,  1655,  the  following  entry  respecting  him  occurs: — "Holt,  Sir  Thomas,  of  Aston,  com.  Warr., 
Baron-,   ^^4,401    2s.  4d.", 

Sir  Thomas,  about  the  close  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  purchased  the  manor  of  Lapworth  from  Sii' 
Edward  Gre-ville,  Knight,  of  Milcote ;  and  in  1647,  the  manors  of  Pipe  and  Erdington  from  Sii- 
"Walter  Devereux ;  and,  with  the  latter  manor,  the  chantrey  founded  by  the  Erdingtons,  at  .Vston. 
The  manor  of  Pipe  had  previously  formed  a  part  of  the  Holte  property,  having  been  piu-cluisod 
from   John  Butler    by    Edward   Holte.  In    11    Elizabeth,    (1560,)    he   sold    it   to   one   Diniock,    from 

whom  it  went,  with  Erdington,  to  Earle ;     thence  to  Sir  "Walter  Devcreux,  who  in  turn  s()ld  it. 

Sir  Thomas  was  twice  married ;  first,  to  Grace,  daughter  of  "William  Bradbume,  Esq.,  of  Hough, 
Derbyshire,  by  whom  he  had  fifteen  children.  The  names  of  the  two  elder  sons  have  been  alre-.idy 
given.  The    others     were — Jerman,     baptized    December    22nd,     1601,    who    died    iu    his    infancy; 

Eichiml,  baptized  at  Islington,  London,  October  2nd,  16U4 ;  and  George,  buiied  Hay  7th,  IGOO,  who 
both  died  without  issue.     There  was  also  another  .sou,  Thomas,  buried  at  .bitou,  .ramiary  22ud,   li'ilS-l'.*. 
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Of   his    dauditoi-s.    Gr:ipi\    tlu'    olilcr.    iikiiticmI.    mi     Uli    Fohnuuy,    1(104-5,    Sii-    Eichard    Shuckburgh, 

of  Shiukhiu'y;li,    ^Vai'\\'ic]i>lur(>,    >hi^    boiiiq;   his    thud    vnSc- ;    and  six  sons   and   three  daughters   were  the 

issue  of  tliis  iminn,    tlie  jiresi'iit   Sii-  Francis  Shuckbiu'irh  being  doscondod  irom  this  huly.       Sir  Eichard 

dying  in   llJoG,   Lady  ^liuckburdi.   in   10')0,   niairiod  a   second  husband,   the  particulars  of  -srhich  match 

appear   iu    the    subjoined    inscription    ti-oni    the    inuuuiucut    at    Shuckburgh : — 

"This  13  in  nu^iiuiry  of  tlie  L:iJs  Gracu  Slivkbvrirh.  who  wna  dniiglitcr  to  Sir  Tliomas  Holt,  of  Aston,  near  Binnincham, 
in  thi3  coiiutv,  Kt.  and  B.irt..  and  wit'o  to  Sr  KicharJ  S'li\"khvr:;li.  late  Lord  of  this  JIaiinor.  bv  nhome  she  had  isaua 
sii  soiinos  and  thrt'e  dau^litiTs;  and  alter  liis  decease,  vi/...  :27th  of  Oetob..  lOoO.  tooke  to  her  liusband  John  Ke.itiii"e. 
of  Xorra^-hiiiore.  in  tlie  eounry  of  Kiulare.  Esi^iiire.  then  a  student  at  Lincoln's  Inn.  and  aftenvarda  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Ireland.  She  deiKirted  this  Ul'e  at  his  house  in  Dublin,  the  I'J  of  Aprill,  lu77.  and  was 
burred  in  the  chapped  of  Faliiierrrou.  three  miles  dist:iut  from  that  eitty.  in  a  new  Tault  by  him  there  made  for  that 
purpose;    who  also   in   memory   of  her  smirular   Virtue   hath   caused   this   small  monument   to   be   sett   up." 

Below  the  in.scription  are  the  arms  of  Shuckburgh  impaling  Holte.  The  other  daughters  ■were — 
Anne,  who  manied  Walter  GLtfard,  Esq. ;  Catherine,  Anthony  Eoper,  Esq. ;  Katharine,  buried 
August  3rd,  160-5,  at  Islington,  London;*  Dorothy,  baptized  December  1st,  IGOG;  Frances,  of 
whom  notliing  is  known ;  and  Elizabeth.  There  were  two  other  children,  whoso  names  we  have 
failed  to  discover.  Elizabeth,  just  mentioned,  died  Apiil  loth,  1G47,  and  was  buried  at  Chaddcsley 
Corbett,  Worcestershire,  where  a  monument  was  erected  to  her  memory.  By  her  wiU,  proved  in 
July,  1G47,  she  leaves  a  legacy  to  her  uncle,  John  Ilimgertbrd;  to  her  nephew,  Eobert  Ilolte,  Esq., 
her  buckles ;  to  the  sons  and  daughters  of  her  si?tcr  Ilolte,  widow,  sundry  sums,  but  their  names 
are  not  mentioned;  to  her  "cousin"  Middlemore,  of  Edgbaston,  a  legacy;  to  her  sisters,  L;xdy 
Shuckburgh  and  ^rs.  Gitfiud,  a  Lady  Tatcs,  Sir  Thomas  and  Lady,  and  sundry  other  persons,  sums 
of  money  to  purcliase  rings,  which  she  pailicularly  requests  they  will  wear  in  remembrance  of  her. 
Her    father    and    Sir    Eichard    Shuckbiu'gh    aie    the    executors.  The    following    is    a    copy    of    the 

inscription    on   the    monument : — 

Xeare  herevnder  i 

Lyeth    interred   the   Body   of  .     ,, '•     ;.'.,',.       .,■     .■..,),, ■ii,  ' 

:t^'  Mrs.  ELiziBETU  Holt,  ' 

One  of  the  Davshtcrs  of  Sr  Tliomas  Holt,  .      \ 

of  Aston,  ncare  Bymiinsham.  in  the  eovntie  of  War\rick, 

Knt.  and  Baronet:  ,  _';    -.       r  ..   ,    ';  >>^  ■.. 

^  Who  Uveinge  single  departed  this  Life  on  the  '      ■' 

15th  Day  of  April,  in  the  Yeare  of  ovr  Lord  God  '  ..'■>.' 

"'  ''    "■     '■  lt>*'-  .-  ■-;•■■.■,.■ 

'  ■  ■  "  Virescit  Post  F\-nera  VirtTs." 

Sir  Thomas's  second  wife  was  Anne,  the  younger  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  of  Pillaton, 
Staffordshire,  Knight,  but  by  her  he  had  no  issue.  After  his  death  she  married  Qiarles  Leigh,  Esq., 
the  third  son  of  Thomas  Lord  Leigh ;  she  died  Jfovember  2nd,  1697.  Her  name  will  again  occur 
in  the  history. 

There  is  one  other  circumstance  in  the  history  of  Sir  Thomas,  without  a  reference  to  which 
the  narrative  of  his  life  would  be  incomplete.  We  refer  to  the  charge  of  his  having  murdered  his 
cook-  The  tale  has  been  widely  circidated,  but  in  weU-informed  circles  has  always  been  discredited, 
inasmuch  as  popular  tradition  has  associated  with  it  the  assumption  of  "  the  bloody  hand "  as  a  badge 
of  disgrace.  The  character  of  Sir  Thomas,  as  giveu  on  his  monument,  and  shown  in  the  erection 
of  the  alms-houses,  has  also  been  appealed  to,  as  tending  to  throw  discredit  on  the  story.  But  the 
connection  of  the  Ulster  badge  with  the  "murder"  is  easily  explained.  It  was  at  Duddeston  that 
the  crime  was  committed,  and  it  was  while  residing  there  that  Sir  Thomas  received  his  title,  and 
by  coasequence  assumed  the  augmentation  granted  by  the  Crown;  and  an  unthinking  people, 
uninitiated  in  the  mysteries  of  heraldiy,  immediately  connected  the  two  circumstances;  and  in  this 
form  the  tale  has  been  handed  down  to  the  present  day.  But  putting  this  aside,  we  find  that  the 
charge  was  made  in  the  life-time  of  Sir  Thomas,  and  so  deeply  did  he  feel  aggrieved  that  he 
commenced    proceedings    for    slander    against    the    person    who    made    the    charge.         The    Plea    Eolls, 

•  From  this  and  a  simdar  entrj-  referred  to  in  the  previous  page,  it  would  appear  that  Sir  Thomas  had  a  town  residence 
at  Islington. 
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(5  James  I.,  Eastor  Tomi.  roll  HJ'l)  eontaiu  the  partiriil:ii-s  of  the  case,  as  follows: — At  Jlichaolmas 
Temi,  IGOCi.  Sir  Tliomus  Ilolto.  by  Eicbard  Jaoksou,  his  attorney,  preferred  a  bill  ag-ainst  William 
Ascrick,*  averring  that  he  (Sii-  Thomas)  was  a  good,  tnie,  and  faithful  liegeman  of  the  Kins,  aiul 
had  been  so  from  his  bii'th.  having,  on  account  of  his  good  name,  fame,  credence,  estimation,  and 
conversation,  and  the  favour  of  the  King,  been  appointed  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Wan\ick,  as  well  as  having  received  special  letters  patent  for  hearing  and  dctorminin'^ 
divers  felonies  pei-petrated  in  the  said  county ;  in  which  otfices  he  had  administered  justice  without 
fear,  malice,  or  favour.  .\jid  that  the  said  AMlliam  Ascrick,  being  seduced  and  provoked  by  instigation 
of  the  devil,  and  envying  the  happy  and  prosperous  state  of  the  said  Sir  Thomas,  did,  on  the  20th 
of  December,  in  the  third  year  of  King  James,  at  Bimiingham,  openly,  publicly,  maliciously,  and  in 
the  hearing  of  divers  persons,  utter  with  a  loud  voice,  these  false,  fictitious,  scandalous,  and  opprobrious 
words  in  English,  respecting  the  said  Sir  Thomas,  viz.,  "Sir  Thomas  Ilolte  tooke  a  cleever,  and 
hytt  hys  cooke  with  the  same  cleever  uppon  the  heade,  and  clave  his  hcado,  that  one  syde  thereof 
fell  uppone  one  of  his  shoulders,  and  the  other  syde  on  the  other  shoulder ;  and  this  I  will  veryfie 
to  be  trewe."  The  damages  were  laid  at  £1,000.  To  this  bill,  Ascrick,  by  his  attorney,  John 
Harhome,  responded  at  Easter  Teim  that  he  was  not  guilty,  and  put  himself  on  his  country.  After 
divers  delays,  the  case  came  on  for  trial  at  Warwick,  on  the  13th  of  July,  IGOS,  the  Judges  being 
Sir  Thomas  Walmysley  and  Sir  Peter  "VN'ai-burton.  The  Jurors  were  WiUiam  Holbache,  of  Corley 
More;  Chi-istopher  Goodall,  of  Atherstone;  John  Smythe,  of  Great  Alne;  Xicholas  Eiight,  of 
Ban-el's  Green ;  George  Kcmpson,  of  Ilasclor ;  Thomas  Hopkyns,  of  ilorcton  Baggott ;  Charles 
Wheeler,  of  Tanworth ;  Thomas  BuswcU.  of  Ilarborough  Pana ;  and  Eichai'd  Clever,  of  ^apton ; 
and  as  the  remainder  did  not  appear,  Theoplulus  Wilkyns,  Thomas  Palmer,  and  Thomas  Bree  were 
added.  A  verdict  of  "  guilty "  was  retnmcd,  and  damages  to  the  amount  of  £30  awarded,  with  one 
shilling  costs.  The  entry  on  the  roU,  of  which  the  above  is  an  abstract,  is  couched  in  the  barbarous 
Latinity  of  the  period,  and  is  fidl  of  unintelligible  legal  terms ;  the  copy  extends  over  sis  foolscap 
pages. 

The   case   was   carried   by  Astgrigg   into   the   Court   of  King's   Bench,    and   at   ilichaelmas  Term, 

in  the  same  year,   was  argued  before  the  Judges,  it  being  contended,   on  behalf  of  the  appellant,  that, 

although   it   had   been   stated   the   halves   of  the   head   fcU   on  either  shoulder,    there   was   no   averment 

that  the   man   was  killed ;     and  the  judgment  of  the  Court  was  in  his  favour.       The  following  is  the 

account  of  the  case  as  given  in  Judge  Croke's  Eeports,  (Grimstone's  edition,  1650,  Vol.  2,  p.  1S4): — 

"  SrE  Thoitas  H(5lt  veraua  Astgeico. — Action  upon  the  case  for  words :  Sir  Thomas  Holt  struck  his  cook  on  the 
head  with  a  cleaver,  and  cleaved  hia  head,  the  one  port  lav  on  the  one  shoulder,  and  another  part  on  the  other:  The  defendant 
pleaded  not  guilty,  and  found  a5;iin3t  him ;  and  now  moved  m  arrest  of  judgment  that  these  words  were  not  aetioixable.  for 
it  is  not  averred  that  the  cook  was  killed,  but  ar<rumentative :  And  of  that  opinion  was  the  Court.  (Fleming  and  Williams 
absentibus;)  For  slander  oujht  to  be  direct,  agamst  which  there  may  not  be  any  intendment:  But  here,  notwithstanding 
such  wounding,  the  party  may  yet  be  living,  and  it  is  then  but  trespass:    "Wherefore  it  was  adjudged  for  the  defendant." 

Though  the  argument  employed  was  but  a  quibble,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  defendant  denied 
his  statement,  and  the  charge  was  certainly  tantamount  to  one  of  murder.  The  most  probable 
tradition  of  the  cause  of  the  commission  of  the  crime  is,  that  Sir  Thomas,  when  returning  from 
hunting,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  laid  a  wager  to  some  amount  as  to  the  punctuality  of  his 
cook,  who,  most  unfortunately,  for  once  was  behind  time.  Enraged  at  the  jeers  of  his  companions, 
he  hastened  into  the  kitchen,  and  seizing  the  first  article  at  hand,  avenged  himself  on  his  domestic. 
It  ia  added,   also,   that  he   afterwards  sought  to   conceal  the   deed. 

•  The  family  of  Ascrick  was  one  of  great  respectabilitT  in  Birmingham.  In  the  list  of  the  first  Governors  of  the  Free 
School,  Dugdale  mention-)  William  Aschcri^,  though  his  name  is  omitted  in  the  charter  itself;  and  one  of  the  lamdy  marned, 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  irary,  the  widow  of  Edward  de  Bermiiigliam.  the  last  of  the  ancient  lords  of  the  manor  of  that  iLinie. 
The   register   of  ."it.   Martin's   Churuh   contains   several   entries   respecting   various    members   of  the   fanidy.  Under   'late   of 

January  2rth,  l.ji;2.  occurs  the  uiarriaie  of  William  Askri^'ge  and  ifarie  Svmonds,  probablv  daughter  of  one  of  the  Governors 
of  the  Free  School;  and  on  Aprd  li^Jrd,  loij-i,  the  baptism  of  James,  son  of  John  Aakriig.  From  1010  down  to  lUl-'>, 
entries  of  bapti-ms  and  deatlis  appear,  under  date  of  November  liUth,  1U17,  being  the  record  of  the  burial  of  WiUiam 
Askricke,  perhaps  the  defendant  to  Sir  Tliomas  Hoite's  action.  The  name  a[ipears  to  have  been  spelt  in  divers  ways: — 
Aakeric,  Ascrick,  Ascricke,  Ascrike,  Askrike,  Aakricke,  Ascroeke,  Ascherig,  Askrigge,  and  Astgrigg. 
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The  cluiracti-r  of  Sir  Thomas,  so  tar  as  his  actions  soiTe  as  a.  test,  appears  to  have  been  proiuL 
obstinate,  ami  l■e^■eng■otld.  At  ouc  time  we  tintl  him  pertinaciously  refusing  Sir  WLUiam  Dugdale 
fees  ■n-liich,  as  a  herald,  -were  his  due ;  and,  ui  the  same  spirit,  hopelessly  defending  his  mansion 
■n-ithout  the  slidlto^t  probahility  of  success.  We  see  him  prevented  solely  by  the  interference  of  the 
King  fi-om  di,-iulierituig  his  son,  though  he  still  left  him  in  peniuy.  And  of  his  pride  we  have  ample 
proof,  iu  the  fact  of  his  haAing  piu'chascd  a  title  at  so  great  an  expense,  and  of  having  erected  a 
mansion,  which,  for  maguifieeuce,  exceeded  any  to  be  found  in  its  \-icinity.  And  yet  thia  proud 
man   sought   and   obtained   from   Charles,    in   the   fii-st   year   of  his   reign,    a  royal   pardon! 

This  document  is  dated  at  "Westminster,  the  10th  of  February,  1625-G,  and  has  appended  to  it 
the  great  seal  of  James.  It  is  in  excellent  preservation,  and  is  in  the  possession  of  ilr.  Bracebridge. 
It  runs  in  the  general  form,  so  that  from  it  nothing  can  be  gathered  as  to  any  specific  offence 
committed.  It  is  so  ample,  that  every  ciimc  of  thought,  word,  or  deed,  prior  to  the  2Tth  of  March 
then  last  past,  (the  day  of  tlic  death  of  King  James,)  is  entii-ely  remitted.  To  mention  a  few  of 
these  will  suffice: — Lese  majesty,  rebellions,  LnsuiTcctions,  conspiracies,  misprisions;  homicides,  felonies, 
robberies,  murders ;  escapes,  evasions ;  forcible  entry  of  houses,  riots,  routs,  unlawful  assemblies ;  fake 
pleas,  extortions,  oppressions ;  forging  of  charters,  wi-itings,  and  muniments,  and  the  pubhcation  of 
the  same ;  peijuries,  suboraatious,  simulations,  bribes  for  false  swearing ;  abrasion,  rasure,  and 
interlineation  of  any  rolls  of  the  King's  Courts ;  false  weights  and  measures,  unlawful  contracts,  and 
usury.  There  arc  certain  exceptions,  among  which  are  mui'der  on  the  highway,  rape,  forging  of 
Government  paper  money,  and  witchcraft.  The  pardon  might  be  pleaded  in  any  court,  where  it  was 
to   be   admitted   as   a   complete    answer   to   any   charge   prior   to   the   date   mentioned. 

There  is  a  phi^ase  in  the  pardon  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  which  is  omitted  in  the  one  granted 
to  Ms  grandson, — "suspected;"  and  though  the  word  may  have  been  inserted  merely  as  a  matter  of 
form,  it  will  doubtless  be  considered  as  at  least  recognising  the  existence  of  the  general  impression. 
The  following  is  the  passage : — "  Ac  etiam  omnes  et  omnimodas  homicid',  felon',  robber',  et  accessar' 
eorundem.  Ac  etiam  omnes  et  omnimodas  escap'  et  evasiones  tarn  voluntai"'  quam  non  voluntar'  ac 
negligent',  quorumque  predict'  murdratoi-um,  homicid',  et  felon',  aut  acccssar*  aut  suspect'  eorundem.'' 
(And  also  all  and  all  kinds  of  homicides,  felonies,  robberies,  and  accessories  of  the  same.  And  also 
aU  and  all  kunjs  of  escapes  and  evasions,  as  well  voluntarily  as  involuntarily  and  neghgently,  and 
each,   of  the   aforesaid   murders,    homicides,    and    felonies,    or  accessories,    or   suspicions   of  the   same.) 

There  are  difficulries  in  the  way  of  forming  an  absolute  judgment  on  the  merits  of  the  case; 
but  it  docs  appear  to  us  that  a  very  strong  degree  of  probability  rests  in  favour  of  the  opinion  that 
the  poor  cook's   head  was  cloven   in  twain,   as  charged  in  the  libel. 

If,  in  expressing  this  opinion,  an  erroneous  conclusion  have  been  arrived  at,  and  if  there  have 
been  a  failuro  of  that  charitable  construction  of  acrions  which  should  be  shown  towards  aU  men,  we 
can  but  reply  that  our  desire  has  been  to  arrive  at  a  proper  decision,  and  that  no  feehng  of  prejudice 
has  been  allowed  to  mingle  in  the  formation  of  that  judgment  to  which  we  have  reluctantly  come. 

The  following  letter  from  Dugdale,  "Blanch  Lyon,"  to  Sir  Simon  Archer,  dated  June  13th,  1639, 
shows  that  Sir  Thomas  was  not  on  good  terms  with  the  great  antiquary,  and  may,  perhaps,  in  part 
account   for   the   History   of  the    Family   in   the    "Warwickshire"   not   being   more   complete: — 

"I  waa  on  Saturdav  eTeuin;e  wth  Sr  Hob.  FUher,  and  delivered  unto  him  a  copye  of  the  letters  patentes  of 
King  Edward  VI.,  confirmed  by  P'liament,  touchince  the  p'viliil£;e3  belonn;iiii;e  unto  the  olEcers  of  .Vrme3,  vflierin  I  am 
now  interesscd,  as  ray  Lord  Marshall's  oerti6catc  wch  I  shewed  him  formerly  doth  tcstifye.  Xoiv,  fori?much  as  some  of 
my  neijjhbours  Cp'tendin^'e  a  leare  that  my  ease  misht  be  there  burden)  iiaro  urged  tho  Deputye  Leittenantes  herevrth, 
I  was  bold  to  mtrcate  Sr  Kobcrt  (whose  well  wishes  to  me  I  doubt  not)  to  lett  Sr  Tho.  Uolte  and  tho  rcat  whom  he 
pleaseth,  understaiide  by  what  authuritye  I  clayme  tbe=e  imimities;  and  I  shall  take  it  lor  a  great  favour  that  you  wiii 
please  to  take  notice  thereof  to  Sr  KubLTt,  who  will  thcr  shew  you  the  copye  I  delivered  him.  And  I  doubt  not  of  their 
wisdomes  (bcingc  satisfyed  t'uUv  therein)  but  that  they  will  continue  a  p'portionablo  case  to  the  constablerye,  forasmuch  as 
the   King's   imunityc   to   us  doth  not   intend  a  chardge   on   others  in  leiu  thereof." 

Sir  Thomas  outlived  all  his  chiliben,  with  the  exception  of  Lady  Shuckburgh.  He  died  in 
December,    1654,   being  buried  on  the   11th  of  that   month,   aged  eighty-three.        He   was   buried   with 
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his  ancestors  at  Aston;  a  rich  mural  tablet,  at  the  apes  and  base  of  \vhicli  are  placed  shields 
emblazoned  with  the  numerous  armorial  be;Tjinj:9  obtained  by  matrimonial  alliances,  being  dedicated 
to   his   memory.     The   inscription    is   as   foUo-n-s  : — 

H.  S.  E.  ■    -       ^^  ..  ::     ''■  '    h.«-'' 

Thomas  IIolte.  Equrs  et  Baroncttus,  '.  ■',  . 

Quibus  titulis  a  I.icobo   luio.  .  •        , 

Ob   patria-   amorem.    rit;¥    intO','ntatem.  '  '    '■        £.--;       •       .  i 

.,.,.,,,„     .,  J,.      ,      .  Jlorum   candorom.   er^a    Principein   lidein,  .      .■■       |  |,  : 

'■  Erga  pauperes  liboralitateiu,  ergra   cranes  jusritiam,  ..■■... 

Insijrufus  est. 
*  •     ^  '  Flacrante  beUo  civili,  ;':f.  ■-■'.!■•■,■. ' 

fi.r:  ,    ;;'.    ,    -  Ere   sun   familiari   bis   conlisoati,   et   decimi  parte  semel   proscripti,  .     ..       ;- 

Quicquid  rcliquit  Fanatica  Rabies 
'  '■^'":'     •'        •'''    '  '  '  Caroli  Imi.  (oui  Edvardus  tilius  a  cubiculis  fuit)  i  '■  \-  .  ■'   .,  s 

'^^,         ,        .  ,;,-•;     .i.j  In«irceratu3  fuit,  in  suhsidiiim  contulit.  ...  ;!.  _.;   ,, 

'  •*  .     -•     .  -  Tandem  vero  ^Edes   Astonianas  nobili  magnificentia  ertruxit.  - 

.Ic-L':.       ..''.     '  ,,'.  ^ec  tamen  esonis  deftiit.  ■  '.  ',   .    .;;.'J    .'■■'■'.   i 

.'   -:  >  ;  Quibus  bospitium   pari    numilioentia   viciuum    condidit: 

'  ■  Eiimii  in^ntis  aninii  monumenta, 

Cujus  memorue  aJterum  hoe  monuraentum  .  ^     , 

'    -  "-    •-'■  Xon  super  vacaneum  censuit  ,     •  '  '•"'     "  '    '■' -  ?      '-- 

^,-^  ,        ,        .  '.',.,  Carolus  Holte,  Baroncttus,  pronepos.  ..  r-;  j  i  '■,-,.■•(. 

Dvms   babuit   \Lxores,    Gratiani.    Gui.    Bradboume. 
De   Hogh,  in  A<^o  Derbiensi.  ami.,  tiliam  et  cohiredem, 
A  qua  quindenam  jusirpit  fobolem. 
Sed   Dullnm    supcrstitera    pra'tor    Gmtuam.    Rich.    ShiLkburghi, 
De  Sbukburgh,  in  Agro  Warnriccnsi.  mihtis.  uiorera : 
Annam,    Edv.    Littletoni.   de    PiUerton. 
In    Agro    Statfordionsi,    Baronctti,    tiliam, 
Quam  sine  prole  reliquit  viduam. 


i->. ...  f  -Etatis  su 

Obijt  anno     I  s^  ^^ 


-Etatis  su.T   L.\JAiil. 

imcLIT. 


(Here  lies  buried  Sir  Thomas  Holte.  Knight  and  Baronet,  by  -n-hich  titles  he  was.  on  account  of  the  love  he  bore  to 
his  country,  the  intesrity  of  his  lil'e,  purity  of  his  morals,  fidelity  to  his  Prince,  liberality  to  the  poor,  and  justice  towards  all, 
honoured  by  James  the  First.  During  the  raging  of  the  civd  war,  although  imprisoned,  be  contributed  to  the  cause  of 
Charles  the  First  (to  w  horn  bis  son  EJw.ard  was  chamberlain)  from  whatever  fanatical  fury  had  left  him ;  his  property 
having  been  twice  confiscated,  and  once  taxed  to  the  amount  of  one-tenth.  Nevertheless,  he  erected  Aston  Hall  with  a 
noble  magnificence ;  nor  was  he  wanting  tow.ards  the  poor,  for  whom,  mth  similar  munincence,  he  built  the  neighbouring 
hospital:  both  worthy  monuments  of  his  ccalted  mind.  To  whose  memory  it  h.as  not  been  thought  vain  to  erect  this 
additional  memorial,  by  Sir  Charles  Holte,  Bart.,  his  great-grandson.  He  was  twice  married :  Fir^t,  to  Grace,  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  William  Bradboume,  of  Hou;li.  in  the  cuimty  of  Derby,  Esq.,  by  whom  he  had  fifteen  children,  of  whom  none 
survived  him  except  Grace,  wife  of  Sir  Richard  Sbukburgh,  of  Shukbursh.  in  the  county  of  "W'anvick,  Knight.  Secondlv,  to 
Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  of  PiUerton,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  Bart.,  whom  he  left  a  widow,  without  issue. 
He  died  in  the   &3rd  year  of  his  age ;     in  the  year  of  human  redemption   1G54.) 

A  roll  of  parchment,  11  feet  long  by  6  inches  wide,  being  "A  true  and  perfect  inventory  of 
all  and  singular  the  goods,  catteLLs,  and  chattcLLs  of  Sir  Thomas  Holte,  late  -whilst  hce  lived  of  the 
parish  of  Aston-juxta-Bimiingham,  in  the  county  of  "Warwick,  Knight  and  Barronett,  deceased,  taken 
and  priced  the  twentieth  day  of  xNi^ovember,  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God  one  thousand  six  hundred 
fiftie  and  fower,  by  Gilbert  Littleton,  John  "Walter,  Eobert  "Whitehall,  Eichard  Martin,  and  Augustin 
"Walker,"  stiU  remains.  The  value  of  the  fomiture  in  the  different  apartments  is  very  small,  and 
only  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  supposirion  that  the  damage  occasioned  at  the  time  of  the  assault 
in  1643   was  never  repaired.       A  few  items  are  subjoined: — 

In  primis  in  the  great  hall  the  furniture  there,  priced  at 
.I'li'wl''      Item  in  the  great  parlor,  the  furniture  there,  pnced  at 

Item  in  the  chamber  betweene  the   crreat   stayres   and  open   roome,  and   in  the  three 
little  roomes  by  the  greate  stayres,  the  goods  and  furniture  there,  priced  at 
—     ■        Item  in  the  winter  parlor,  the  funuture  there,  pnced  at 
•'  -'"'       Item    in   the   best   lodginge  chamber  and  imder  chamber  to  the  same,   the  fiimiture 

there,  priced  at 
r..'  ;v,  .     Item  in  the  second  best  lodginge  chamber,  the  furniture  there,  priced  at  ... 

Item  in  the  great  dining  roome  and  in  the  withdrawinge  roome,  the  furniture  there, 

priced  at 
Item  in   the  gallerie  and  space  at  Sir  Thomas  his  chamber  dore,  the  furniture  there, 

priced  at 
Item  in  the  best  chamber  over  the  hall,  the  inner  chamber  over  the  hall,  and  in  the 

middle  roome  over  the  hall,  the  furniture  tbereoi^  priced  at 
Item    in    the    grecne    Kittcmiiater    stuti'e    chamber,    and    in    the    other    Kittermister 
rtnffe  chamber,  the  furniture  thereof,  priced  at 
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The  fumihire  in  the  kitchen,  ic,  w;is  priced  at  £ll2  10s.  8d. ;  in  the  dry  and  wet  larders,  £3  os. ; 
in  the  wine  and  beer  cellars,  £7  Is.  Sd. ;  and  in  the  huttry  and  pantry,  £24  1-ts.  The  linen  was 
valued  at  £4S  lis.;  and  the  wearing  app;irel,  hooks,  and  ready  money  of  the  deceased,  £000.  The 
"cattle,  horses,  mares,  eoltes,  sheepe,  sw%-ne,  and  piillin  of  all  sorts  .about  the  ho.wse"  were  priced 
at  £301  IGs.  SJ. ;  the  "come  of  all  sorts  in  the  barncs,  and  hay,''  £130;  the  waggons  ;md 
tumbrels,  £16;  and  the  contents  of  the  sadtUo  and  coach  houses  and  stable,  £22  Ss.  4d.  The  total 
value   was   £1,631    15s.   6d. ;     and   the   inventory   was   proved   the   2nd  of  April,   1655. 

In  addition  to  the  account  of  Sir  Thomas's  will  in  a  previous  page,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
there  was  also  a  codicil.  By  the  fonner,  the  real  estates  were  dc%ised  to  tiiistees  for  twenty-one 
years,  to  pay  certain  legacies,  and  erect  the  ahns-houses,  but  there  is  no  de\'ise  over  of  the  estate. 
By  the  codicil  the  testator  devises  his  manors  of  Erdington  and  Pipe  to  his  grandson  John  and  his 
heirs  male,  but  subject  to  the  trusts  of  the  will,  and  payment  of  the  legacies.  Though  John  was 
killed  before   his   grandfathers   death,    the   codicil   was   not   altered. 

The   alms-houses,    which    have    been    adverted   to    in   a  previous   page,  were   not   erected   till  the 

year   1655-6.        The   following   inscription   over   the   centre   of  the   building  records  their  history: — 

This  Alms   Hotse  was   et  the   cha- 
BITT  or   Se  Thomas   Holt,   late 

OP    TBI3    TOUXE    i    CovNTT,    Ks'IGnT 
'"•'.'■  AlTD   Baeonet,   Dkceasei),    PnOVlDED  ,       ■ 

FOE     AJTD     ATrOINIED     TO     BE     BVILT,     A>T) 
,  WAS,     DJ     OEDEE    TUEEETO,     ACCOECESGLY  ■  ,.  -    -        .■;  .; 

;:      *  ■    '.-  ZBECTED     BY     nis     GEA>D30>rE     A>'D  ' 

HxiBE,   Sb  Eobeet   Holt,   BAKONtT,    uf   tx 

TEA-EE    OP    OVB    LoED    GoD    1Uj5    &,    56. 

LAA'S  DEO. 
And  there  they  still  remain.  Time  has  stamped  on  their  lineaments  some  traces  of  his  flight,  but 
has  left  unimpau'cd  their  power  to  comfort  and  to  bless.  In  these  havens  of  rest,  after  the  storms 
of  work-day  Kfe,  an  asylum  is  still  to  be  found;  and  though  the  powerful  Family  under  whose 
sheltering  auspices  these  humble  dwcUin^s  nestled,  has  sunk  into  decay,  yet  they  remain — a  monument 
more  enduring  than  brass  or  marble  could  supply,*  By  a  deed  poll,  dated  June  1st,  1055,  Sir  Eobert 
confirmed  his   grandfather's   grant. 

Edward  Holtc,  the  father  of  Sir  Thomas,  it  was  remarked  in  page  17,  had  three  sons.  The 
second,  Francis,  resided  in  London,  and  is  styled  as  of  that  city  in  his  wUl  dated  July  16th,  1641. 
He  leaves  to  his  good  brother  Sir  Thomas,  to  his  brother  Robert,  to  his  nephew  Edward,  and  to  his 
niece  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Holte,  a  gold  ring  each,  that  of  Edward  Ilolte  being  of  the  value  of  153. 
The  third,  Eobert,  was  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Warwick,  in  1639, 
(14  Charles  I.)  He  was  the  author  of  two  works,  dated  respectively  1612  and  1640:  the  one  is  a 
collection  of  materials  for  a  general  geography;  the  other  a  biography  of  Scripture  characters,  with 
their  contemporaries,  on  a  plan  somewhat  resembling  that  of  Prideanx's  celebrated  "  Connections." 
Each  work  is  in  two  thin  volumes,  and  they  are  now  in  the  library  at  Atherstone.  In  his  wiU, 
which  is  dated  July,  1G50,  he  is  styled  of  "Warwickshire.  He  leaves  to  his  brother  Sir  Thomas 
a  gold  ring,  value  20s.;  "and  if  he  should  die,  to  my  nephew  his  heir,  whose  son  he  be;"  ho  also 
leaves  legacies  to   ilrs.   Eliiiabeth  Holte  and  Lady  Shuckburgh. 

On  Christmas  Eve,  an  amusement,  of  which  the  following  is  a  description,  was  observed  at  the 
Hall,   and   if  not   introduced   in   the   life-time   of  the   first   Baronet,    was   kept   up   in   his   day: — 

"As  soon  33  supper  is  over,  a  table  is  set  in  the  hall;  a  brown  loaf,  with  twenty  silver  threepences  stuck  on  the  top 
of  it,  a  tankard  of  ale,   with  pipes  and  tobacco ;     and  the  two  oldest  servants  have  chairs   behind  it,   to   sit  as  judges,  if  they 

•  Sir  Aston  Cokarn.   author  of '  the  "  Chain  of  Golden  Poems,"   wrote  a  poetical  address  to  Sir  TVilliam  Dugdale,  on 
the  publication  of  his  "Warwickshire,"   in  which  the  foUowinc;  lines  occur: — 

Maugre  the  ra;;e  of  war  or  time  to  come, 

Aston  shall  flouriab  till  the  ctneral  doom;  '<■'.-•;■  -•'■  ^'^'   ' 

V..'t    ,'-.-i  .  And  the  Holt's  proi;cny  sh;iJl  owe  as  much  .  ..:.■*■■■■■ 

...,     1^:   oi-.'^vi-;' .-'   ^-  Unto  your  lines,  as  him  that  made  it  such. 


•         .  -    ■■   :  :        ^''i  -ii;  ,:■.    ;.*."•  .■•■;    ..Jli    t.;  I.s.lrr  >-.■■■      : ',  ..i-.r^- 

-a:.'?    3::  ^.s-.Udsn    ..     ■  -■'    j,.  t..^;-     -?,:Uj    ir,-;    -^      .     -•■'•    j;:  ^^T          :    '»,.■ 

->     :J:    '■-  :■■■        ::J-:    "       '      ''     ■■'■hh     U.d     , •-..<;). id->L!ij.     •ii-:     ;■-                    ■           •        ,_.; 

:'       '  ^■•.-     „    ^u)       :      ■;'■     ".:1-    i "■-;:; ul;  tH    v.     ■;!■  .;;;.;:     .::;!                                   ^;     ../     ■ 

.      '.    J--'  -".              ^'t.,         :.               :-'rtr7:7     K',T     ,(1:-/    orl    }'     =- 


Jxif!    .1i!;,.!i    >.[£;   '..    >;    •_-!      ■;■•:-:   .■  2^1. -ji.l.      ■  .':    n^i    [■..•:;^:-   ,,  ,!     .,-a'l 
TT-..       ■--•  ■   ".    :.  -    /-Li    -jiii    y.\.M'^    ^ut      ;*>;-..-•     -'^      '■:    <■■■'-     .' 

^  :^    ■■'■     ■! '-    .:_■'■  -'^     .vj^-.    .       .^.     ,:         :v.:.:i   laCli/til   iid   ot    .i:-:;:,,:!';. 

I-i    '-^    'ju-j'-'    -J  .'1    ,M    -jiu-jd    .vj;"'I    lvr,',,i.T    I0    ii.s.1    jLju      7;^!    ; 

.'  fe    '       J  -  '^    «'"    Y '■""^'"'     '"'    '•'"'     Sj^vq    :<ii3    'if    U'j---.'iiji!;(.' 

■''.T>i     :•)■.} '.i.-rj:--.    ftiinan:-";  ";r.i   -yrfrtT^oid    a  1  \ 
'';■■    ■-■'    j^        -vLict^ioij^.    Jij    Tvr-jU 

—  :    ■['--'       ':\li     ill     '    ■,      t.^'lji     r-Cv7      ^LC. 
V''   ■!*     '.V'-n'--    ^'^    '■•    .'■    ^-■■■-     •     '■■    ■  -tC 
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please.  Tlip  steward  liriii^  tlio  sennilts,  both  nion  aii.l  womh'ii.  by  oiu'  at  .1  timo.  covered  witli  a  wiiincin-  slioet,  and  lava 
tbeir  riglit  hand  on  tlif  Ki.if.  e\po>in:;  no  uilier  part  ol'  tlh'  b.>.l\  ;  tl:e  ol.lo>t  ot'  tiio  two  juil;:i-s  ^ie><03  at  the  person,  bv 
namint;  a  name,  tluMi  the  voiinLriT  jiul'jo.  and  lastly  the  ol.l,-t  a.-,iin.  If  they  liit  npon  the  ri:;ht  name,  the  stew.ird  leads 
the  person  back  a;:aiu ;  but  it  they  do  not.  he  takes  olV  the  hmiiiow  sheet,  .and  the  person  n.'ceives  a  threepem'e.  makes  :v 
low  obeisance  to  the  judjcs.  hnt  sp.aks  not.  a  word.  When  the  second  serv.aut  was  brought,  the  you!'..;cr  juJ.'C  !^e.<sed 
first  and  tliird,  and  this  tliey  did  aitirnat.ly,  till  all  the  money  w.as  triven  aw.ay.  Wh.atever  servant  had  not  sleptin  the 
honse  the  preceding  nijit  t'orl'eitcd  his  rijht  to  the  money.  \o  aciouiit  is  ;iven  of  the  ori_:iu  of  this  straii.;e  cistom,  but 
it  has  bucu  practised  e\er  suicc  tiie  i'amiiy  settled  there.  'U'hea  the  u-.oney  is  gone,  the  servants  have  full  libcrtv  to  dauce, 
sing,  and  go  to  bed  wheu  they  please."* 

XYII.— Sin  EOr.EET  HOLTE.  thf  elder  son  of  Eihvanl.  succeeded  his  grandfather.  Ee 
inherited  the  loyal  feelings  of  his  ancestors,  and  "tlid  his  best  endeavours  for  the  restoration  of  the 
royal  line."  lu  the  year  ItJGO  he  was  appointed  High  Shcrili'  for  the  eoimty,  the  patent  for  that 
office  under  the  great  seal,  and  the  commission  of  Deputy  Lord-Lieutenant,  of  the  same  rear,  still 
remaining.  In  the  follo^ving  year,"  ho  was  elected  member  for  the  county,t  and  was  one  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  cause  the  Coventiy  city  walls  to  be  destroyed,  he  being  present  when 
the  demolition  was  effected,  on  the  22nd  of  July.  On  the  2Sth  of  Febniaiy,  in  the  same  year, 
the  royal  pardon  was  granted  Iiim,  his-  only  crime  being  that  of  having  lived  imder  the  government 
of  01i\"cr  Cromwell.  These  pardons,  which  were  empty  farces,  calcidatcd  only  to  render  the  gi-anter 
contemptible,    were   bestowed    in    great   profusion.  One    is   mentioned,    in   Leicestershire,    where   thi'ce 

baronets  were  grouped  together.  Sir  Eobert's  (which  is  in  'Mi:  Braccbiidgc's  possession)  is  in  a 
beautifidly  neat  liand,  but  ftdl  of  contractions.  The  seal  which  was  appended  has  been  accidentally 
broken,  and  the  ft'agmc^uts  alone  remain.  Ilumiliating,  indeed,  must  have  been  the  spectacle  for 
high-boiTi  Engli>h  grntlemcn,  who  had  spent  blood  and  treasiu'c  on  behalf  of  the  Stuarts,  and  whose 
hearts  had  ever  tluobbed  with  loyalty  to  their  cause,  to  stoop  to  receive  pardons  for  bowing 
to  a  stem  necessity,  before  which  he  who  affected  to  forgive  them  had  been  obliged  to  succumb. 
But  the  silly  show  was  gone  thi'uugh,  and  men  who  held  the  royal  commission  were  solemnlr  pardoned 
their  rebellions,  conspiracies,  and  U'casons,  and  had  theii-  properties  restored  to  them,  which  no 
treason   of  theirs   had   ever   forfeited. 

In  16G2,  Sir  Eobert  was  again  appointed  Deputy  Lord-Lieutenant,  othei-s  being  joined  with, 
him  in  the  commission ;  and  in  the  same  year  a  commission  of  the  peace  under  the  crcat  seal  was 
also  issued  to  him.  In  the  following  year,  (160-3.)  we  find  a  commission,  signed  ■' Xorthampton, 
Master  of  his  Majesty's  Leash,"  directed  to  him,  authorising  b!m  to  "take  and  seize  greyhounds, 
bracks,  and  chippots,  and  other  dogs,  for  the  use  and  disport  of  his  ilajestv,  as  in  the  time  of  King 
Henry  Vlil.,    Queen  Elizabeth,    King  Edward  YI.,    and   King  James,   his  ilajesty's   grandfather." 

Sir  Eobert  was  tn-ice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Jane,  d;iughter  of  John,  son  of  the  first 
Lord  Brereton,  of  Brcreton  Hall,  Cheshire.  He  wedded  this  lady  about  1G4G.  her  portion  being 
jE4,000.  She  was  great  aunt  to  Francis,  the  fifth  and  last  Lord  Brereton,  who,  dying  without  issue 
in  1722,  the  noble  Elizabethan  mansion  and  large  estates  of  the  Breretons  became  the  inheritance 
of  Sir  Clobcry  Holte,  the  giundson  of  Jane,  wife  of  Sir  Eobert.  This  estate  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  Fanuly  till  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Holte,  and,  indeed,  till  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  settlement 
of  the  Holte  and  Braccbiidge  propert}-,  which  was  passed  in  1817.  Brereton  Hall  and  Park  were 
leased  by  Sir  Charles  to  ilr.  Bracebridge,  and  there  -  that  gentleman  and  his  family  resided  till 
about    1814.  -   -^>    -'         ■  ■  '■■  .     V    ->,•' 

•  Gentleman's  Magazine,  February,  1793,  p.  110. 

t  The  foUowicg  letter  has  reference  to  the  entrance  of  the  Dutch  into  the  Medway  and  Thames,  when,  according  to  ati 
OT^witnesa  quoted  by  Carte,  the  '*  consternation  and  conl'usion  in  the  looks  of  all  men"  were  greater  than  during  the 
Plague  and  the  Fire: — 

"■Warwick,  5th  July,  16G7. 
"  Bobsie, 

"Provide  your  purse,  and  send  it  into  the  Chequer;  the  Dutch  canot  be  beaten  out  without  it.  And  Ictt  me 
knowe  what  time  you  thinke  of  going  upp  to  London,  that  wee  may  meete  before.  I  will  bee  there  at  the  tirst  sitting, 
(God  willing,)   and  so  must  every  one   that  will  doe  good.        3Iy  s€r\"ice  to  my   best  Sister,  and  all   the  Family.       I  am, 

"  Your  undoubted  friend, 
"For  Sr  Eobert  llolt.  Bart.,  '  "  F.  Fuckebixo. 

At  his  bowse  at  Aston,  neare  Burmingham." 
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Sir   Robert's    union    x\ith    his    lady    was    not   of  long   Juration.        She   died    in  March.    liJ4S,    in 

cliild-bod    of    her    sou    Cliarlis,    aitorwards    thii'd    Barouot,    and    was    bui'iod    in    St.  Clement's   D;mcs. 

London.        Ilis   second   wife   was    ^lary.    daughter   of  Sii'  Thomas  Smith,   Kuight,    of  Ilough,   Cliesliire, 

and  ^vidow  of  George,   son  of  Thomas  Cotton,   of  Combermcre,   in  the  same  county.  By  her  he  had 
seven    children :      foiu'    sous   aud    tlu'ee    daughters. 

Sir  Eobert  was  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  the  celebrated  Izaak  "VTalton,  and  to  him  the  Angler 
dedicated  his  first  separate  etlition  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Donne,  in  lOGS.  In  nearly  all  the  editions 
of  the  great  preacher's  life,  tliis  dedication  has  been  omitted,  though  it  has  been,  -we  believe,  restored 
in   a   late   issue.        The   following   is   an   exti-act: — 

'"To  vou,  sir.  do  I  make  mine  adJrcises  for  an  umbrace  and  protection,  and  I  make  it  with  so  much  humble 
boldnesse  as  to  5.iy  'twere  di>i:i'uorou3  in  \ou  uot  to  atford  it.  For.  sir,  Dr.  Donne  was  so  much  a  part  of  voursoll"  as  to 
be  incorporated  into  vour  Family  by  so  uuble  a  friendship,  tliat  I  may  say  there  was  a  marriaije  of  souls  betuixt  him  and 
your  reverend  grandfather,  (Dr.  Kin;.'.)  who,  m  his  life,  was  an  angel  of  our  once  i;lorious  Church,  aud  now  no  common 
star  in  heaven.  And  Dr.  Donne's  love  died  not  -nith  him,  but  was  doubled  upon  his  heire,  your  beKned  uncle,  the  Bishop 
of  Chichester,  that  lives  in  this  froward  ccneratiou  to  be  an  ornament  to  his  eallinf;.  And  this  atfcctiou  to  him  was  by 
Dr.  Donne  ^o  te^tilied  in  his  life,  that  he  theu  trusted  bim  with  the  very  secrets  of  his  soul;  and,  at  his  death,  with 
what  was  dearest  to  him,  even  his  fame,  estate,  and  cluldren.  -\]id  you  have  yet  a  further  title  to  what  wa.s  Dr.  Donne's, 
by  that  dear  ari'ecrion  and  frieudjiiip  that  was  betwixt  hiir.  and  your  parents,  by  which  he  entailed  a  love  upon  vourseil", 
even  in  your  infancy,  (,Dr.  Donne  died  ^larch  31»t,  1031.)  which  was  encreased  by  the  early  testimonies  of  vour  urowing 
merits,  and  by  them  eoutinued,  till  Dr.  Doiiue  put  on  immortality ;  and  so  this  mortall  was  turned  into '  a  love  that 
cannot  die." 

.        .  ,  ,,,     ■■         ..  ,  .        ,:-    ;     !,,'        -■  >,^(-^':'-v  ■  ;:;     "    -     -:')£iL    '>; 
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"Jfy   desire   is,   that   into   whose   hands   soever    this   shall   fall,    it   may   to   them   be   a   testimonv    of  my  srratitude    to 

yourself  and   Family,   who   descended   to   such  a  de!;ree  of  humility  as   to  admit   me  into  their  frieud.-hip   in   the  daves  of  mv 

Touth ;     aud   notwithstanding   my    many    mrirmities,    have   continued    me    in   it   till   I  have   become   grev-beaded;  and  as  Time 
has   added   to   my   yeares,    have   stdl   increased   aud    multiphed    their   laTours." 

This  friendship,  so  honourable  to  both  parties,  arose  from  the  circumstance  of  Walton  having 
been   a   paji-hioner   of  Dr.  Donne,    who   was   on   tonus   of  intimacy    -n-ith  Bishop   Hemy    King. 

Sir  Eobert  appcai-s  to  have  disliked  the  Puritan  Xonconformists.  The  following  extract  from 
Baxter's  Life  (edited  by  Sylvester,  1C9G,  folio,  lib.  1,  part  2,  p.  380,  sec.  2GG)  presents  bini  in 
the  rather  unen\"iable  light  of  a  persecutor : — ''  About  the  same  time.  Sir  Eobert  Holt,  a  Knight  of 
"Warwickshire,  near  Birmingham,  spake  in  the  Parliament  House  against  ilr.  Calamy  and  lue  by 
name,  as  preaching  or  praying  seditiously,  but  not  one  syllable  named  that  we  said.  And  another 
time  he  named  me  for  my  Holy  Commonwealth."  Calamy  also  mentions  ilr.  WUsbv,  the  ejected 
minister  of  Womboum,  as  ha\-ing  been  "much  troubled"  by  Sir  Eobert.  Strange,  indeed,  it  was, 
that  sedition  should  be  charged  on  men  who  had  been  royal  chaplains,  and  had  refused  bishoprics 
for   conscience   sake ;      and   whose   prayerful   lives   were   the    best   refutation    of  so   unjust   a   charge. 

Sir  Eobert  would  appear  to  have  been  in  straitened  circumstances,  in  consequence  of  the  losses 
sustained  by  the  Family  in  the  ci\-il  war.  In  1655  and  1G58,  he  mortgaged  several  manors  for  the 
sum  of  ^£5,000,  a  transaction  that  -will  be  referred  to  hereafter.  The  papers  relative  to  them  are 
in  the  British  Museum  Library,  ticketed  "816. — M.  5. — 81. — Holt — Papers  relating  to."  One  of  his 
creditors  was  named  Prideaux,  who  obtained  judgment  in  an  action ;  and  Sir  Eobert,  being  outlawed, 
■was  arrested,  and  confined  in  the  Fleet  Prison.  On  the  IGth  of  Februaiy,  1676,  (the  day  after 
the  assembling  of  Parliament.)  he  communicated  to  the  House  by  letter  "that  he  was  detained 
prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  at  the  suit  of  ilr.  Edmund  Prideaux,  and  thereby  hindered  from  attending 
the  service  of  the  House."  A  perition  from  ilr.  Prideaux  was  also  tendered  and  read,  and,  after  a 
debate,  in  which  an  adjournment  to  the  following  ilonday  was  negatived  by  154  to  14-3,  _the  ease 
was  referred  to  a  Committee.  On  the  22nd  of  the  same  month,  the  Committee  of  Elections  and 
Pnvileges  were  ordered  "  to  take  the  same  into  their  consideration  the  first  business  this  afternoon, 
and  to  report  the  same,  'with  their  opinions  thereon,  to  the  House ;  and  they  are  to  search  precedents 
in  the  case."  Accordingly,  on  the  2nd  of  April,  the  Committee  reported  that  they  had  agreed  to 
"two   votes   or   resolves,"    as   follow: — 
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"  Tliat  it  13  the  opinion  of  tbis  Committee,  that  !?ir  Robert  Hclt.  a  member  of  this  Hou?e.  now  prisoner  in  the  Fleet, 
and  taken  in  execution,  out  of  privilege  of  I'arliijmeut,  be  not  discbarjjed  from  bis  impriaonment,  by  virtue  of  the  privile<»e 
of   Parliament. 

"That  it  be  n'portcd.  that  the  outlawry  after  juiigment  is  another  good  eause  why  Sir  Eobert  Ilolt  ought  not  to 
be  discharged  by  privilege  of  Parliament." 

On  the  qufstiou  being  put,  the  report  was  negatived  by  122  to  97,  and  the  following  resolutions 
were  agreed  to: — 

"That   Sir   Bobcrt   Holt   shall   have   the   privilege   of  this   Ilouse. 

"That  Sir  Robert  Holt  be  delivered  out  of  tlie  custody  of  the  TTarden  9f  the  Fleet,  to  attend  the  service  of 
this   House. 

"That  Sir  Robert  Holt  be  delivered  from  such  custody,  by  sending  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  attending  this  House, 
with    the   mace,   to   bring   him   to   the   service   of  this    House." 

The  matter  does  not  appear,  however,  to  have  been  settled,  for,  on  the  22nd  of  iTarch 
following,  a  petition  was  presented  fi-oni  ilr.  Prideaux,  but  as  Sir  Robert  was  not  present,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  presented  on  the  following  Tuesday,  and  Sir  Eobert  to  have  notice  to  attend. 
Accordingly,  on  that  day  the  "•  petition  of  Edniimd  Prideanx  and  Susannah  his  wife,  complaining 
against  Sir  Eobert  Holt,''  ha-\-ing  been  presented,  Mr.  Prideaux  was  called  to  the  bar,  and  owned 
the  petition,  whereupon  Sir  Eobert,  "standing  up  in  his  place,  desii-cd  that  he  may  have  a  copy  of 
the  said  petition,  and  some  reasonable  time  given  him  to  put  in  his  answer  thereto  in  writLug,"  which 
being  acceded  to,  "ilondity  after  Ea.^tcr  week''  was  appointed  for  that  piu-pose.  On  the  30th  of 
April,  it  was  ordered  that  the  answer  should  be  put  in  by  "Monday  next."  2s'o  further  entry 
respecting   the   matter   appears,    so   that   animgemcnts   were   probably   made   for   a    settlement.* 

Lady  Ilolto  was  buried  on  the  ISth  of  June,  1C79 ;  and  Sir  Eobert  on  the  3rd  of  October,  in 
the  same  year,  his  age  being  about  fifty-four.  lie  was  biuied  with  his  fijst  wife.  Strype,  whose 
edirion  of  Stow  was  published  in  1720,  makes  no  mention  of  any  moniuuent  to  his  memory,  so  that, 
in   all  probability,    one   was   not   erected. 

Edward  Holte,  the  father  of  Sir  Eobert,  had  a  younger  son,  John,  a  Gentleman  Commoner  of 
BaUiol  CoUege,  Oxford,  where  he  died,  unmamed,  October  23rd,  10-33,  and  was  buried  in  Magdalen 
Parish  Church  there.  Guillim  thus  narrates  the  accident  that  proved  fatal  to  him: — "The  occasion 
of  his  death  was  this :  Coming  on  horseback  trom  Hedington,  near  Oxon,  there  met  him,  on  the 
way  called  Smallman's  Cross,  one  Tho.  Pelham,  M.A.,  and  Fellow  of  Xew  CoUedge,  (sometime  a 
captain  in  the  Parliament  army,)  both  whom  struggling  for  the  way,  Pelham  unhors'd  him;  so  that 
his  horse  trampled  on  his  breast  and  belly:  He  dy'd  about  three  or  four  days  alter,  of  his  wound3."f 
The  daughters  were — Grace,  married  to  George  Hampson,  M.D.,  a  younger  son  of  Sir  Thomas 
Hampson,  Bart.,  of  Taplow,  Bucks ;  Elizabeth,  to  a  gentleman  named  Buncombe,  of  Surrey,  and 
afterwards   to   a   London   merchant    named   EichbeU ;     Letitia,    to   John  Hugford,   Esq. ;     and   Catharine, 

to    Eittermister,    and    afterwards    to    Sir    Edward    Xe\'ill,    Eiight,    of    Grove,    Nottinghamshire. 

The  following  reference  to  three  of  these  ladies  occurs  in  the  will  of  Bishop  Henry  King : — "  Item, 
I  bequeath  to  my  three  neeces,  Grace,  Elizabeth,  and  Catherine,  daughters  to  my  eldest  sister  by 
her  first  husband,  Mr.  Edward  Holte,  the  somme  of  five  pounds  to  each,  entreating  them  with  it  to 
buy  some  small  remembrance  of  their  godfather,  who  heartily  blesseth  them."  Probably  Letitia 
died   before   the  Bishop's  wiU   was   made,    so   that   her   name   could   not   of  course   be   mentioned  in  it 

It  has  been  remarked  that  Sir  Eobert's  children  by  his  second  wife  were  seven  in  number:  four 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Of  the  former,  Ferdinando,  and  Thomas,  buried  December  21st,  1684,  are 
supposed  to  have  died  without  issue.  The  third,  Eobert,  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  Magdalen  College, 
Oxford,  when  Dr.  Hough  was  reinstated  President,  in  1688.  He  remained  in  the  University  till  his 
death,  in  1720.  Several  letters  in  his  handwriting  remain,  addressed  to  his  niece,  ilrs.  Foley,  of 
Stourbridge.        One   of  them   states   that   he  has  received   an  invitation  from  the  Bishop  of  "Worcester, 

•  JonrnaU  of  the  House  of  Commons,  VoL  IX,  pp.  3ai,'.387,  411,  4G0,  4G1,  472. 
f  Guillim'a  Heraldry,  ed.  1722,  folio,  p.  75,  (quoted  from  Anthony  Wood.) 
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(Dr.  ITmiirh.)  to  vi>it  him  at  Iltirtlchuiy,  iind  aiiticipati^-;  tlu>  pli>;i<ure  witli  Avhirh  the  rovon^nd  writer 
\v-ill  moot  liis  niooo.  Jlut  a  !i;iil  aociJont.  dotailoil  in  tlio  followiiii:  lotter  tiviii  tlio  Bishop,  doprivcd 
him    of  liis    lil'o    in    ;in    ;n^  fully    suiUlou   mamicT : — 

"Sk, — It  is  with  110  ?m:;!l  IrouMo  I  civo  von  .iiMMunt  of  a  ?ail  acciiicnt  tlint  lias  bolal'n  U3  ttiis  day.  Mr.  Holte 
bought  a  new  horso  on  ^[oiuiav  or  I'lie^iiay  la-t.  an.l,  boin;  doMroiii  to  make  trval  ol'  liini  tins  ei'euiuL:.  lie  ;ot  upon  his 
back  about  live  of  _vo  rlook.  and  ro.ie  liim'aliout  Iii-.;rol_v  in  y.'  [\a-k;  but  it  uas  not  Ioiilt  lirl'ore  yo  horse  took  an  IieaJ, 
and  ran  directly  to  ye  stable,  -wliere.  stopnin;;  short,  his  uiastcr  fell  Iroiii  his  back,  and  lay  in  appearance  dead.  Jlr.  Ueetor* 
was  ill  ye  house,  and  bhnnhd  him  immoiiiat.ly.  and  so  soon  as  he  could  be  gotten  uiro  his  cliaiuber.  apply'd  otlier  reiucdies 
proper  to  stop  an  iuwai'd  blec.ljiii;  which  the  fall  had  occa^ioii'd;  but  all  in  vain,  for  about  nine  he  dyed,  and  I  dare  say 
■KiW  be  bmeuted  by  ail  that  knew  him.  I  presume.  Sr,  you  -nrill  direct  Mr.  Foley  to  order  his  funeral,  with  whom  I 
shall   then   discourse   of  other   matters. 

"  I  am,  Sr,  yr  most  obedient  and  most  faithful!  servant. 

"Sept.  ye  loth,  10  at  ni^-ht."  '  "Jo.  Wicosy. 

A  letter  fi-om  Sir  Charles  to  ilr.  Foley,  dated  Baginton,  September  IGth,  requests  that  gentlemaa 
to  have  the  corpse  biiriod  at  IlartlcbiuT,  ''cousiderinc:  }-t  his  gmss  body  cannot  keep;"'  and  ako  to 
ascertain  if  there  -svcre  a  ^rill.  Another  letter  ti-om  Sii-  Charles,  also  to  All-.  Foley,  dated  the  21st, 
says: — 

"I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  yr  trouble  you  have  given  yorself  about  my  brother  Holte's  unforhimt  death.  I 
will  send  one  over  to  wait  on  mv  Lord  Bp..  and  beii  leave  he  ninv  be  inlonncd  how  accounts  stand  between  his  Lordship 
and  my  brother.  I  pre.-ume,  if  I  administer.  I  must  have  a  ^aluation  made  of  his  personal  estate,  or  ye  court  will  not 
allow   of  it.        I  desire  yr  advice  in   this,   wherin  you  will   oblige 

"  Tor  affect.  Father  and  humble  servant." 

The  complete  indifloreneo  of  Sir  Charles,  as  c\-inccd  by  his  tsvo  letters,  i.s  painfully  apparent. 
The  inventoiy  amounted  to  _£4n[),  besides  thii'tj'-eight  ^uueas  and  half-guineas,  and  some  silver 
medab.  The  original  documents,  from  which  those  pirrticulars  arc  taken,  are  m  the  possession  of 
J.  H.  DLson,  Esq.,  of  Olds^^-inford,  whose  com-tcsy  in  permitting  the  use  of  them  we  take  this 
opportimit}-   of  acknowledging. 

Sir  Eoberfs  fourth  son,  by  his  second  wife,  was  Edward,  dosciibcd  by  Collins  as  living  in  16S4, 
but .  of  whom  no  further  mention  is  made.  A  reference  to  him  will  be  foimd  in  a  hter  portion  of 
the  work.  The  daughters  wore — Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Hemings,  of  Worcester,  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  1C92 ;  Anne,  and  Catherine.  Collins  makes  a  genei-al  remark  that  no 
issue   of  any   of  the   children   by    this   marriage   was   surviving   in   1714. 

XVm.— SiE  CEAELES  HOLTE  succeeded  to  the  Family  honours  on  the  death  of  his  father. 
He  was  bom  on  the  22nd  of  March,  1G4S,  and  spent  the  earlier  part  of  lifo  with  his  maternal 
relatives.  He  studied  for  several  years  at  Oxford,  in  which  University  he  took  the  degi'ces  of  A.M. 
and  M.D.  He  married,  August  Oth,  ICSO,  Anne,  the  €lder  daughter  of  Sir  John  Clobeiy,  EJiight, 
of  Bradstone,  Devonshir-e,  and  of  Winchester.f  A  memorial  of  Sir  John  remains  at  Atherstone,  in 
the  form  of  a  beautifirQy  embossed  silver  salver,  twenty-four  inches  in  diameter,  with  his  arms  in  the 
centre.  This  is  accompanied  by  six  other  pieces,  of  a  like  pattern,  with  the  arms  of  Holte  and 
Clobery;  so  that  probably  the  fonnsr  was  a  marriage  present  to  Sir  Charles  Holte,  and  the  six  latter 
pieces  added  to  it,   immediately  on  his  marriage,   by  his  worthy  father-in-law. 

In  1682,  Sir  Charles  was  placed  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  Warwickshire;  in  16S3, 
he  was  appointed  Deputy  Lord-Lieutenant;  in  1GS4,  he  was  again  appointed  to  the  same  office;  and 
in  1685,  was  chosen  member  for  the  county.  In  the  same  year,  he  was  again  a  Deputy  Lord- 
Lieutenant;  and  another  commission,  nominating  him  to  the  same  office,  was  granted  in  1686.  We 
find  him  to  be  one  of  the  magistrates  who  allowed  the  scale  of  wages  for  the  county  of  Warwick, 
of  aU  manner  of  artificei"s,  appointed  at  the  quarter  sessions  "uppon  Tuesday  next  after  the  close  of 
Easter,   in  the  six  and  thirtiethe  year  of  the  raigne  of  our  Soueraigne   Lord  Charles  the  Second."J 

•  A  Birmingham  surgeon. 

t  Sir  John,  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  General  Jlonk,  was  knighted  by  Charles  IT.  on  his  arrival  in  London.  He 
married  Ann,  dau.-hter  of  William  Crannicr,  grand.son  of  Edmund,  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  who  was  brother  of  the 
Archbishop.     A   stately   monument   marks   his   grave   in    Winchester  Cathedral. 

Z  Archaologia,  VoL  XL,  p.  208. 
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Sir  Charles  is  doscribcd.  on  liis  moimmcnt,  as  a  man  of  letters,  and  well  beloved  in  his  countr. 
He  is  also  stated  to  have  been  much  devoted  to  tin-  studv  of  medicine,  which  he  practised  -srith  ?rcat 
success,  rcstoriui;  many  to  health,  who.  but  for  liis  humaiiitr  and  skill,  would  have  fallen  a  prev  to 
death.  In  addition,  he  compUed  m.any  notes  on  medical  subjects,  but  his  diffidence  caused  him  to 
commit  them  to  the  flames.  Two  of  Ms  papers — one  "Of  a  disease  caused  by  swallowim;  stones" 
and  the  other  "Of  a  child  that  had  its  intestines,  mesentery,  &c.,  in  the  thoi-ax" — were  publi^^hcd 
in  the  Philosopliical  Transactions,  about  the  year  ICOO.  lie  is  fiu-ther  described  as  a  kind  and 
indulgent  husband,  a  pro\-ident  and  lo\-ing  parent,  and  a  biii^ht  example  of  piety  and  charitr.  Bv 
his  prudence,  he  is  stated  to  have  repaii'cd  the  breaches  caused  by  the  ci\nl  war,  and  to  have  left  to 
his   descendants   an   estate,    not   merely   restored,    but   greatly   augmented. 

Wlien  Sir  Chai-les  succeeded  to  the  Family  estate,  he  found  it  greatly  encumbered.  His  painful 
position,  in  reference  to  a  mortgage  of  his  father's,  led  him  to  present  a  petition  to  the  House  of 
Lords  for  a  private  bill,  which  was  acceded  to.  and  the  bill  earned  througli  its  various  stacres  and 
sent  to  the  Commons.  On  the  11th  of  January.  1G03-4,  Sir  Charles  presented  a  petition  to  that 
House,    in  which   it   is   set   forth 

"Tliat  the  petitioner's  father,  in  IGoo  and  1G5S,  mortiriged  several  manors  to  James  Perrntt.  :;ent..  for  securin" 
£3,000,  and.  as  a  colhitoral  sccuritv.  acknowledged  a  recogui>niK-e"  in  Chaucerv  lor  £S,00O,  -n-liich  uiort2a<rc  aiid  reco"nisance 
were,  in  lU&t.  a-sisrned  to  Anda^r  IVuntaiuo,  E.-i]..  J'or  .fJ.ooO,  as  his  own  inonev.  That,  in  idrJ.  the  eiecutors  of 
John  Coke,  E^-q.,  chiinied  the  said  .-C.j.OUO,  as  part  ot'  his  poi-5unal  estate,  phieed  out  in  'Sir.  Fountnin's  name,  in  trust  for 
Mr.  Coke,  and,  alter  ten  years'  conte>t,  and  stveral  liearin^s  in  the  Hi^ieheijuer,  obtained  a  dnnv  aLrai:ist  Mr.  Fountaine 
for  the  said  mouey,  and  that  he  -houhl  a<-);n  tlie  said  ninrt^'aje  and  recoinuaneo  to  them,  and  ikvnrd  the  said  eiecutors 
to  be  esecutors  in  tru^t  tor  Edward  Coke.  Es.).,  an  mlaut  "now  li\iii::.  That  Edward  Coke  ohtaincd  a  decree,  in  Trinitv 
Term  last,  a;aui.-t  the  petitioner,  to  pav  what  was  due  on  the  said  securities,  by  Mich.U'lmas.  li;!)t.  or  he  foreclosed  of 
the  equity  of  redemption.  That  !Mr.  Fountaine  hath  stood  in  contempt  of  tlie  s"aid  decree  for  ehncu  years,  and  will  not 
assign  the  said  inorttracrcd  estate,  but  has  received  near  .i':i,uUO  out  of  the  rents  thereof,  and  petit iuucr  Jias  been  compelled 
to  pay  £.j.0UO  more  for  interest,  and  is  desirous  to  p.ay  wiiat  is  due.  and  yet  is  like  wlioliv  to  l.jse  his  estate,  because  be  is 
disabled  to  sell,  and  can  have  no  reuiedy,  as  advised,  by  the  present  laws,'  or  othenvi.se  than  bv  ,\ct  of  I'arhamcut.  And, 
praying  tliat  leave  may  be  given  for  the  bringm:^  in  a  bill  for  dive.-tuig  the  said  securities  out'  of  -\ndrew  Fountaine.  E-sq., 
and  others,  and  ve>tinj  the  same  in  trustees,  for  raisins  and  paying  tlie  money  remaining  due  upon  the  said  secuririesi 
and  assigning  the  residue  of  the  estate,  encumbered  therewith,  to  the  petitioner.'' 

The  subject  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  on  whose  report  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
whicli    •was    read    a    first    and    second    time.  Petitions    against    the    measure    were    presented    from 

Mr.  Fountaine,  (who  asserted,  that  if  it  passed,  he  shoidd  lose  a  rent  charge  of  £1,000  a  rear,  and 
his  fortune  -svith  two  wives,  amounting  to  above  £10,000.)  and  ili-s.  Ann  Gwavas,  widow  of  "William 
Gwavas,  who  had  been  an  executor  of  John  Coke,  and  who  claimed  the  propeity  as  de\-ised  under 
Mr.  Coke's  will.  In  this  petition  the  assertion  is  made  that  "ilr.  Fountcin,  havini;,  by  surprise, 
gotten  the  mortgage  deeds  of  Sir  E.  Holt's  estate,  set  up  a  title  thereto  (for  the  £-3,000)  for  himself." 
These  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  bill,  who  presented  "a  state  of  the  case"  to 
the  House.  The  following  are  the  main  featiu-es : — In  or  about  June,  1604,  Sir  Robert  Holtc 
mortgaged  an  estate  of  £700  per  annum,  to  Fountaine,  for  £-5,000.  The  dispute  between  Fountain, 
Mrs.  Gwavas,  and  Coke,  is  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  mortgage  money,  and  as  to  Sir  Charles  Holte 
his  endeavour  is  only,  upon  payment  of  the  money,  to  have  his  estate  again.  Mr.  Coke  claims  as 
heir  of  John  Coke,  to  whom  Founteine  was  only  a  trustee,  and  Gwavas  an  executor  in  trust  •  and 
that  his  claim  has  been  adjudged  by  a  decree  of  the  Exchequer  Court,  and  affirmed,  on  appeal,  by 
the  House  of  Lords.  ilrs.  Gwavas  insists  that  her  husband  was  not  only  an  executor,  but  a  devisee, 
of  the  personal  estate  of  John  Coke,  and  though  there  was  a  decree  in  the  Exchequer  against  her 
•vie-w  of  the  case,  she  might  be  relieved  of  it,  and,  therefore,  her  right  ought  to  be  saved  by  the  bill. 
Mr.  Founteine  contends  that  the  money  was  paid  by  Gwavas,  who  was  agent  for  both  Founteine  and 
Coke;  that  the  Litter  had  given  him  several  releases  of  aU  accounts  and  demands,  and  was  privy  to 
Lis  (Founteinc's)  settUng  this  mortgage  money,  among  other  things,  as  a  pro\-ision  for  his  wife  and 
children;  boldly  accu.*cs  both  the  Court  of  Exchequer  and  the  House  of  Lords  of  injustice;  and 
concludes  by  asserting  that  the  bill  will  take  away  "the  chiefest  means  he  hath  for  the  getting  of 
the   said  mortgage   money."         The   report   concludes   as   follows: — 

"By  the  disputes  of  the  several  pretenders  to  the  ownership  of  this  money,   it  being   uncertain,  during  the  contoat. 
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who  It  K  '.^nzM  to,  th."  iloht  siv,  i;,-.l  nii  to  eVJiU't  V-U.  hi  :  .111. 1  Sir  CIinrlc->  llolt.  in  pur^unnco  of  fPToml  orders  of  tho 
Court  of  rAi'!K-oui>r.  Iintli  p;ii.l  t.r>i'>(>.  mil  uii;,-^-  lio  p.iy  i!i.'  rr-uliu'.  vi/...  ft.l^n  !)<.  ^^.l..  Ijy  Mioli:u-lm.is  lu-tt.  ho  is.  hv  tho 
dcvrt^e  of  t'.o  ICnc'h-.i'.ut.  !■•  Iv  ::.n-.  .  ->a  of  I;:,  iniuiiv  ..f  r,  i,  ;,i'ii..ii  if  ;iu  e>t.ito  of  £7i.KI  por  anuum.  For  tbe  ownorslup 
of  tlio  uiortjnt;e  raouov  boni.',  ovni  in  tlu-  l.ist  luuri  of  Mpoi-nl.  ailliul'^'d  a^'niiKt  "Mr.  Founreino,  lie  cannot  pav  tho  nionov 
to  h;m:  a:-,a.  unlo-s  ho  pa\  <  it  to  .Mr.  L'o'.o.  lie  is  t.)  lo-.-  h.s  i-tato:  An. I  yet.  unlos-i  ho  ha.i  tlio  o>iato.  iii  law,  out  of 
llr.    Foun:ome.    he    eainiot    r.a>e    In.'    money    hy    tiie    e>tate.    or    settle    his    estate'  upon    his    \v;fe   and    fainilv.' 

Appended  -n-crc  t^vo  re^olutinii-;  that  the  pa--inp:  of  the  bill  tvoidd  not  prejutlice  the  claims  of 
Founteiue  and  iti?.  Gw.iv.is;  and  tlie  auiendiueuts  -nere  ap^ived  to.  However,  ou  the  qucstiou  beinf 
put,  "That  the  bill,  -n-ith  the  ameudiiieuts.  be  euaTOs^ed,"'  it  passed  in  the  negative,  so  that  the  bill 
was  rejected.*  Doubtles-;,  ;m  an-augonient  was  made  between  the  claimants,  which  led  to  this  result,  as 
we  camiot  tind  any  reason  for  supposing  that  any  portion  of  the  estates  was  alienated.  The  eulogy  on 
the  monument — '•a^-itas  possessiones  hxredi  reliquerit,  non  modo  in  integnim  restitutas,  sed  et  multo 
auctiores" — was   indeed   well   desen^ed. 

The  Latin  Bible  of  Sir  Charles  has  the  following  entries,  in  his  handwriting: — 
"Augt.  5,  IGSO. — ;M:myed  to  Asm.  ye  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  John  Cloberv." 
"Aug.  10,  IGSl. — My  eldest  son  was  bom  abt.  i  past  4  in  ye  morning,  and  on  ye  Cth  of 
September  he  was  clmstcned  at  -i.>ton  Chm-ch,  by  Thomas  Y;u-dley,  Vicar,  bv  ye  name  of  Cloberv  • 
hk  gi-andlather.  Sir  John  Clobeiy,  being  one  of  his  Godfathers,  and  Simon  Ld.  Digby  ye  other,  his 
Godmother,  ye  Lady  Iloltc,  second  ■nife  to  his  great  great  p-andfathor,  Sir  Thomas  Holte,  Knight  and 
Ban-onet."' 

Then  follows  the  like  record  of  -\iin.  his  .«econd  child.  Sir  John  Bridgoman  and  ilrs.  Wvrlcv, 
and  Lady  Clobciy,  gi-andmothcr  of  the  child,  being  sponsors.  The  register  at  Aston  describes  the 
infant  as  having  been  liom  and  baptized  the  same  thy,  August  23rd,  1GS2;  but  the  Latin  Bible  gives 
th.e  date  of  the  christening  as  September  11th. 

Jane,  the  third  child,  was  bom  Xovember  10th,  1GS3,  baptized  Xovember  12th,  by  the  register 
but,  by  the  Bible,  chii^tcned  Xovember  2Gth,  Sir  John  Wvi-ley  and  the  Eight  Hon.  the  Lady  Brcreton 
and  Lady  Puckering  being  sponsors. 

"ilary,  my  4th  child,  was  bora  on  Thiu-sday,  about  3  o'c  in  the  mom,  being  the  20th  of 
Xovember,  in  tho  year  1GS4,  and  was  chri'itened  on  ilonday,  the  8  of  December,  in  the  Parish 
Church  of  Aston,  by  'Mr.  Tardley;  her  Godfather  being  5Ir.  William  Cranmer,  my  wive's  uncle,  and 
her  Godmothers,  my  sister,  Catheiine  Clobery,  and  ilaiy,  the  wife  of  Humfrey  Jennens,  Esq."  The 
register   gives   the   date   of  the   baptism   of  this   child   as   January   1st,   16S4-5. 

Charles,  bom  February  2Sth,  1GS6,  and  christened  March  IGth.  The  register  gives  the  date 
of  baptism,    Febmary  2Sth. 

Susanna,   bom   April  loth,   1688,    christened  May  2nd. 

Katerina,  or  Catherine,  bom  May  IGth,  1689,  christened  May  31st.  The  register  makes  it 
June   7th. 

Francis,   bom   Febmary  8th,   1690,   christened   February  24th. 

Celena,    or   Selena,    bom   September  12tlL,    and   christened   September   27th,   1693. 

John,   bom   December  24th,   1604,    christened  January  7th,    1694-5. 

Diana,    bom   August   8th,    and   christened   August   2-5th,   1697. 

Elizabeth,    bom   Xovember  ICth,    and   christened  December  5th,   1698. 

The  whole  of  the  entries  are  in  Sir  Charles's  handwriting,  with  the  names  of  the  godfathers 
and  godmothers   at   full   length. 

By  an  indentiu-e  of  January  10th,  1720,  power  was  given  to  certain  trustees  to  raise  £10,000, 
for  the  education  and  portion  of  the  younger  childicn  of  Sir  Charles,  should  there   be  more  than  four; 

•  Joomak  of  House  of  Cotnmona,  Vol.  XI,  pp.  53,  55,  60,  66,  74,  75,  76,  110,  116,  121,  126,  130,  137,  138. 
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if  but  four,  to  raise  £8.00(1 ;  if  but  oni\  tTro.  or  tlireo.  .£('i.Ono.  Tliis  money  wns  raised,  and  bv  a 
deed  of  December  14tli.  1723,  au  acknowledgment  of  receipt  of  the  several  amounts  was  signed  bj- 
the   cliiltli-cn   of  Sir  Charles   to    theu-   mother. 

Sir  Charles  held  no  public  appointment  after  the  abtlicatiou  of  James  II..  a  eircumstance  which 
tends  to  coulinu  the  tradition  that  he  was  a  Jacobite.  Ilis  name,  however,  does  not  occur  in  the  list 
of  non-juroi-s  published  in  1715,  so  tliat  he  nuist  have  taken  the  oath,  probably  soon  after  the  crown 
■was  settled  on  William  and  iLuy.  The  words  <m  his  monument,  "  erj^a  regem  fides  intemerata  "  mav. 
perhaps,  refer  to  his  attachment  to  the  House  of  Stuart.  He  took  part,  however,  in  the  affairs  of  the 
town  of  Birmingham,  as  his  name  appeiu's  among  the  defendants  in  the  suit  relative  to  the  Free 
School  there.  The  Governors  huNing  been  induced  to  suneuder  to  Charles  II.  the  original  charter 
of  Edward  TI.,  a  new  one  was  granted,  but  some  of  the  outed  parties  commenced  proceedings  af^ainst 
Sir  Charles  and  the  other  Governors  hokling  office  tmdor  the  new  charter.  They  were  defeated 
however;  but,  carrying  the  case  on  appeal  to  the  Ilouse  of  Lords,  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  reversal 
of  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancciy,   and  the  restoration  of  the  original  charter   ia   1G90-1. 

Sir  Chai-lcs  was  in  a  declining  state  of  health  some  years-  previous  to  his  decease,  and  the 
letters  of  his  lady  and  daughters  constantly  express  theu-  apprehensions  on  that  subject.  He  died 
on  the  15th  of  Jime,  1722,  and  was  bmied  on  the  ISth  of  the  same  month,  at  Aston,  a  mural 
monument   to   his   memory,    erected   by   his   widow,    bcarincr   the    following   inscription : — 

H.  S.  E. 
.   .^  Caeolcs   IIolte,  ,  ,.,      , 

:  Jl-    :.i"i  ''•    'd       "         '■     '  De    Aston,    in    Ajro    Warwifensi,    Baronettus,  ''■  '  ■,•.''■.- 

,,.,  -     .    f..;,.,  \    -  .       ■  Qui  natus  rsii  die  ilartij.  anuo  mdcxlvhi'',  ,.,   .  ,    .         r''- 

Denatus  est  xr'  Juuii.  iiDccxxn".  . 

t ■ '■•    ;..'-."  '  Primarum  nup?i;inim  tilius,  patrem  liabiiit  Kobt'rtum  Holte.  '"'■     ■  '■'':  ■> 

Baronettuin,   matrt.-in   Janam    BnToton.    nt'ptam    (iuliolmi    Dni 

■■■•'■'  "-     '■•  Breroton.  Baronis  Jo  Laughlin,  m   Koumo  Ilibemiie, 

_,        '   .•  ■  {  '■•.         :    .  Cujus  pnrnoliili   Familia  tencram  lire  esequit  :rtatcm,  ubi  amoris  '■      ;•.  ■         '     '      '       ' 

Et  in  Diuin  et  iu  Putnam,  iia  mibutus  e^t,  Prlucipija  quibua 

■  ■'•  '  "  Futurum  erat,  ut  scquentis  vit.T)  dccursu  spleadido  '  '  '' 

;                     '•  ,  ■  .'T  Lterctur  ab  ij?dem  nunquam  jLiisscret.                                       .                          ,.     ■-  . 

•  ITniversitate  Oxoa.  per  complurr-i  .^iinos  studijs  vacavit.  ubi 

;.•■'     '/.     '.         ■■■.;■'  Magistratua   in   Artibu3  in   Alediciua  Dooturatus  suscepit   c^radus:    huie                       "           ."''■'..' 

.  ,.,.     : -.    \  ,              ..,,-  Facultati  ideo  putis-imum  incubuit,  quod  post   a^terns    salutis   curam 
Hominibus  utdissimuni  lore  duxic  coni'ecto  cruciatu  Tiirotantes 

,-■  Sublevare  per  peritiain  in  re  medifinaU,  medii.amenta  etiatn  ecrenis 

'■     1'  -:.  Lii;:::,      y  Suppeditando,    plurimos   ad    sanitateni   reduxit    qui   morbis   oocubuerant.                                         •'-', 

■  ,  •     ",r;. .  ,-.  ./;u';    ■  ■^'™  eorum  inopia;  panter  ac  advcrsre  V.iletudini  pia?  subvenisset.                           ;   ■■        ...U  "-- 

Multa  quoq.  quae  in  niedieis  ac  phvticiii  accuratissime 
■"•'--'"      -  ■         '  '  ■..•"■'■''     I"  ■"  Notavit,  penum  locupletassent  publicum,  nisi 

Mouestia  nimia  injuriosa  ea  ooinia 
Ijni  devovisset. 
"''""  Per  antiqua  e  stirpe  ortu?.   quum   famili.-e   su.-e   di^nitati  pncesset, 

EepubUcie  munia  iatuia  modi  viris  det'erri  aolita  ita  obirit.  ut  in  ;.  :     ,  ■ 

.'      ,   >    ;  IJ3  fimgendjs,  er<p.  Eoclesiam  Anjlicanam  pietas  spectatissima,         .      ,  •./     ,i  -      , 

,,  .  Erga  Hegem   tidea   intemerata,    pubiicD   simul    libertatia   atudium  :>'h      '    '■ 

Acerrimum,  Jurisq.  exquiiita  et  castidsima  .    •.     ; 

Adminiatratio  semper  enuJierint.  ■  :..     , 

Hospitio  usus  est,  per  quam  liborali,  ea  tamen  prudentia,  rem        •     ,  i    'mi>x-^:i  :■: 

Familiarem  gessit.  ut  avitas  possessionea  daijninte  rebelione  rapta3, 
Et  vaatatas  ingentibua  inauper  quo  reciaa  partes  defenderint,  majorum 
y.l,     .',.,.■  r,      '^  Impenaii)  faaud  parum  imminutaa,  ha:redi  reliquerit  non  modo  in  ■■.      >:;; 

Integrum  restitutoa,  sed  et  mulco  auctiorea. 
CT    Ui;'   f  -..■.    '■  ■  1-.       Blandissimua  erat  atq.  induljcna  conjux.  Pater  providua  et  ■    ■       .  '■'''' 

.',:,.  .      ..     i  .  I  Amantiasimus,  lucidum  pietatia  et  cliantatia  exemplar.  '    ,  ■  \. 

Dignua  deniq.  qui  inter  optimoa  viroa 
^'   ■  V'  :\^  ■,.        ..  Jure  mento,  nee  uno  nomine,  ,-.  ■> 

:,      ',  '    -.   .....    .  -h   It-.. -r     ■■■•    .'  Annumeretur. 

M.S. 
Monumentum  hoc  posuit  .•  i      ■         .  .    ,         :: 

Vidua  ejus  Anna,  tilia  pnmogemta  et  cohaerea 
•    .  Johannia  Cloberv,  .  ■.. 

>    .  >.j  III  '    '■  •-  Wmtoniensis,  in  cumitatu  irajitoni:p,  equitia,  ei  qua  ,    .    , 

Filios  qoatuor  Filiaaq.  octo  auscepit;    horum 
-,.-■"     :'■  '   ■•  L,.-  Filiua  natu  maximus,  ■■    - 

'""      ;  -  Clobery  Holte,  •  =■  .  •  . 

."Wpi : — -  Baronettus,  titulum  atque  '         - 

*..-•■.  -I  .  Kern  patemam  .         .... 
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(Ilore  lioth  buriod  Sir  Chnrl.'^  n.>Uo.  of  A^ton.  in  the  oounty  of  Warwiok.  Burt.,  who  waa  bom  on  the  22nd  of 
Srareli.  1GI'<.  and  di'pnrti'd  thi<  I'l'.'  ili.-  l.'ith  of  Juno.  1722.  IIo  w.is  t'.io  son  of  .Sir  ]{oliort  l[olt.\  B:irt..  by  hi.-<  first  wif^, 
Jane  Broret.iu.  f;r.md-d:iULrliti'r  of  \\'ii.i:im  Lord  Bn-roton.  B.iron  of  L.ui;hlin.  in  the  l<in,'doiii  of  hvland,  m  whose  noble 
fiimilv-  he  ?ii,'ut  a  ;ro;tr  pare  of  his  vo  irh.  and  where  iie  was  imiiuod  wltii  those  prmriplos  of  love  to  God  and  his  eonntry. 
whiol'i  wore  to  uuide  him  in  tiie  spieu  iid  eourse  of  liis  fututx'  life,  and  from  whuh  he  never  departed.  He  pursued  bis 
studies,  for  several  vears.  at  tiie  L":iiver-ity  of  llKford.  where  he  tooic  t'lie  deirrees  of  Master  of  .Vrts  and  Doetor  of  Modieine. 
He  was  the  more  stron^lv  devoted  t.i  t!i'.s  pursuit,  be.'aii-e.  next  to  the  e.ir,>  of  their  eternal  s.alvation.  he  oousidered  it  most 
benefieiid  to  his  feilow-ereatures.  to  reiieve  tlieni  front  the  aujiiish  of  bo.ldy  di.M'ase.  By  his  skill  in  uudu-al  seienee. 
and  hv  supph-inj  the  poor  with  medicine,  be  restored  many  to  beakb  who  would  have  fallen  a  prey  to  disease,  bad  he  noC 
ch;iritably  admiuisten'd  relief  both  to  their  wants  and  infirmities.  The  publie.  also,  would  have  been  jreatly  ennehed  by 
his  writm^s  on  motUeal  and  phdosopliieal  sulijects.  had  not  his  too  serupulous  modesty  dooiueil  them  to  the  llames.  Spruni» 
from  a  verv  .ancient  faindv.  and  surpassiu'j.'  in  di:;iuty.  .all  bis  ancestors,  he  so  ably  discbarieil  the  duties  of  those  state 
offices  which  are  usually  confided  to  men  of  his  rank  'aud  worth,  that,  in  (he  pcrform.auce  of  tlicm,  his  marked  attachment 
to  the  Church  of  Euijland.  his  unshakeu  lidelitr  to  his  Sovereign,  his  ardent  love  of  liberty,  and  bis  pure  and  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  ever  shone  eonspicuouslv.  He  was  remarkable  for  bis  hospitality,  and  yet  conducted  the  aii'alrs  of  his 
household  with  so  much  prudence,  that,  notwithstanding;  the  family  est.ates  bad  been  much  impaired  during  the  tla'jrant 
EebeUion,  p.artlv  br  the  violence  of  plunderers,  and  partly  by  the  liberal  support  his  ancestors  had  rendered  to  the  royal 
partv,  he  left  them'  to  his  heir,  not  only  restored  to  their  former  value,  but  also  much  augmented.  He  w.is  a  most  tender 
and 'indulgent  husband,  a  prudent  and  aljcctionate  father,  a  brishc  pattern  of  piety  and  charity,  and,  finally,  worthy,  oa 
more  accounts  than  one,  of  being  ranked  amongst  the  best  of  men.  This  monument,  sacred  to  his  memory,  was  erected 
by  his  widow,  Anne,  eldest  dau','htcr  and  co-heu-ess  of  Sir  John  L'lobery,  of  Winchester,  in  the  county  of  Hants,  Knight, 
by  whom  be  had  four  sons  and  eight  daughters.  The  eldest  son.  Sir  Clobery  Holtc,  Bart.,  possesses  the  title  and 
&milT   estates.) 

Sir  Cliarles's  \rill   is  very  brief,    being   comprised   in   about   six  lines.       It  was   proved   in   1723. 

All    the   personalty  was   left   to   his   wife,    who   was   appointed    sole   executrix.        Lady   Holte    died    in 

February,    1737-S,  aged   eighty-nine.        Her   name    will   again   occur    in   a   subsequent   portion    of  this 
History. 

The  names  of  Sir  Charles's  children  have  been  already  given.  Of  the  younger  sons,  Charles 
was  a  member,  as  founder's  kin,  of  Magdalen  College,  in  the  TJoivcrsity  of  O.xford,  where  he  fiUed 
the  oflSce  of  Proctor  in  1715.  The  following  cxti-act,  from  an  undated  letter  to  3Ir.  Foley,  refers 
to  him:  —  "About  a  week  since,  dear  Charles  went  to  finish  his  leetui-e  at  Oxon,  dehver  it  up  into 
ye  Yice-Chanccllor's  hands,  and  make  a  compliment  to  the  electors  for  their  kindness  to  him."  He 
took  the  degree  of  D.C.L.  at  Oxford,  in  or  about  1720,  when  the  like  distinction  was  confen-cd  on 
his  brother  Clobery.  By  his  will,  proved  January,  1724-5,  he  bequeathed  £20  to  Magdalen  College, 
and  if  he  died  at  Oxford,  £70  was  to  be  expended  on  his  funeral,  but  if  elsewhere,  his  interment 
was   to  be   as   private   as   possible.         He   died   unmamed,    in   or   about  1723. 

To   Francis,   Sir  Charles's   third   son,    many   references   occur   in   the   Foley   correspondence.        By 

his  imprudent  course   of  Kfc,    he   had  ruined  his  health  and  impaired  his  fortune.      His  father's  letters 

show   the   alienation   that   had   taken   place.         One,    dated   March  19th,   1719-20,    says : — 

"Deare  2^anny,  I  received  this  letter  this  morning;  and  if  your  brother  Frank  will  not  take  care  to  give  Porter 
some   satisCictory   answer   to   this   debt,    which   is   of  long   standing,    he   will    be   taken   up    in   a   small   time." 

Slst  ilarcb,  1720: — "I  really  doe  not  understand  what  you  say  of  your  brother  Frank,  yt  he  Intends  in  a  day 
or  two,  to  be  at  Aston.  Tou  furiher  say  rt  you  believe  he  had  noe  other  thought  than  to  beg  your  and  my  mother's 
advice  for  ve  most  proper  way  to  settle  bis  altliirs.  I  wish,  deare  Xanny,  you  would  explain  this  to  me.  lor  I  know 
nothing  of  liis  alfairs  more  than  _vt  I  have  paid  some  hundred  pounds  to  settle  his  affairs,  to  noe  purpo.se.  I  will  trouble 
you  noe  further  on  this  melancholy  subject.  Frank's  behavior  and  idle  way  of  living  has  bin  a  great  atflicrion  to  yer 
mother  and  me.  Tou  and  all  persons  may  see  to  what  a  condition  this  young  fellow  baa  reduced  himself  by  his  way 
of  living." 

TTia  sister  Elizabeth  thus  writes: — "I  am  now  concerned  for  him,  because  he  is  got  in  one 
of  his  raking  fitts.  He  went  away  last  Thui-sday  morning,  and  has  not  been  heard  of  since.  I  pray 
God  he  may  not  be  picked  up  and  sent  to  gaol."     The  follo'sving  (undated)  shows  deep  sympathy: — 

"I  think  him,  indeed,  to  hare  a  great  aversion  to  my  father  and  mother,  and  that  makes  it  very  hard  for  any  bodv 
to  do  him  service  with  them,  and  I  am  certain  they  mil  never  be  brought  to  meddle  in  his  atfaira,  and  truly  all  I  can  ask 
of  them  is  to  relieve  his  necessities ;  and  if  we  can  keep  him  out  of  prison,  he  must  be  contented  to  take  wliatcver  ther  see 
good,  or  expect  no  further  favours  from  them.  I  he.ar  nothmg  as  to  what  my  brothers  will  do  for  him,  nor  indeed  what 
they  can  do  for  him ;  and  the  only  comfortable  thouirht  I  now  have,  is  that  I  have  done  mv  endeavour  to  keep  him  out 
of  s  gaol  till  the  rest  come  home,  and  indeed  I  know  it  is  to  no  purpose  to  do  any  more,  unless  the  dtbts  be  taken  up, 
for   if  he  can  lye   hid  he'l  be  sued  to   an  outlawry,  and  then   both   tus   person  and  hia  estate  will  be  seized  on." 

A  letter  from  Clobery,  under  date  December  2Cth,  (the  year  is  not  given,  probably  1721,) 
aays: — 

—  "I  was  with  him  all  day  yesterday,  and   thought   him   very   ilL        Hia  chief  complaints  are  a  coogh,   and  weakness 
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and  lowTie?*  of  spirits,         •         •        My   father  swms   not   to  apprehend  him   to  be   in   ir^at   dnn!;er.   and   I   heartilv  trisli 
he   may   net   prove   mistaken.        As   soon  as   I   see  what   js  Ul»ely   to   become  of  poor  Frank,   I   dossigne  to   wait  on"  you "' 

He  lingered  till  December,  1723,  dyiug  uniuamed.  By  hia  will,  dated  February  12th,  1717 
and  proved  in  Jauuaiy,  1724.  he  appoiats  his  loving  brother  Clobery  executor,  to  whom  he  bequeaths 
Lis  estates  in  the  coimty  of  Southampton,  to  his  sister  Selena,  "  my  emerald  rin?,''  and  the  remainder, 
"particularly  an  estate  called  Bowmers,   in  Castle  Bromwich,"    to  kLs  sisters  Anne  and  Selena. 

John,  the  fourth  son.   was    of  Christ   Church  College.   Oxford,    and    attained  the  degi-ee   of  LL.D. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  elder  daughter  of  Thomas  Legh,   Esq..  of  Bank,  Lancashire.      She  died  at  Sutton 

Coldfield,    May   ICth,    1750,    and   was   buried   at   Eipple.       Doctor  Holte,   who  had  no  issue,   was  Vicar 

of    Bishop's    Itchington,    "Warwickshire,    September    ISth,     1721 ;       Eector    of    Eipple,    Worcestershire. 

November    21st,    1727;      Archdeacon    of   Salop;      and    Domestic    Qiaplain    to    Dr.    Hough,    Bishop    of 

Worcester.        Dr.  Holte  gave,   by  will,   £20  to  the  poor  of  Eipple,   the  interest  of  which  sum   was  to 

be  applied  by  his  successors   for  the  benefit  and  rehef  of  the  most  deserving  poor.      He  built,  also,  a 

comfortable    and    substantial    rectory    house,    to    which    reference    is    made    in    the    inscription    on    his 

monument.       The  Bishop  of  Worcester   gave  his  license  for  the  erection,   on  the  26th  of  April,   1720. 

He  died  December  22nd,   1734,    and  was  buiicd  at  Eipple,    where  a  monument   bearing  the  following 

inscription  is  placed   to   his   memory : — 

Within  this  Church  are  deposited  the  Eemaina  of 
John"  Holte,   L  L.  D., 
; ,  "  Who  departed  tliis  life  December  22.  1734. 

/..  He  was  son  of  Sir  Lhiirlos  Holte, 

;,,  Baronet,  of  Aston,  m  tlie  county  of  Wanrick,  and 

,-,  Dame   Ann    his  Wife ;    by  wliom,  after 

a   Prudent  and  Religious   care   bestowed   on   him   in 
,.  ,.       ■(    ,,,.        ,;,/,    ,-;.     . "  ",  hia  tender  years,  be  was  placed  at  Christ 

Church  College,  in  Oil'ord. 
1  ,  In  this  seat  of  Lcamiu^,  by  an  ea^er  application  to 

'  •-■>.;■  the   most   useful   Studies,   and   a,  remarii.ible  sweetness  in 

.■•-     "■'■       '  ■  His  Temper,  he  became  dear  to  all  wlio  had  the  care  '  '.  "".   'm       r-   !.'■■ 

of  nis  Education  or  the  Happiness  of  his  .         r    • 

•.  1  ■    ,:  Acquaintance. 

Hence  he  was  at  lenLth  call'd  forth  to  perform  the  •      '     '  '      :.' 

Offices   of  his  holy   Function,   and   was   first  presented  '^..■t 

,;;;,-,      '_  to   the    Vicaridge   of  Bishop's    Itchmgton,    m   the    Countv   of     '      "  '  '. '.n'v.        •; 

Warwick,  then  to  the  Rectory  of  this  Church,  and  alter-  ;        ."'^r.'.  .'  .    ;■-»).:■■     •:. 

■     ''     -'    ■'■''■  wards  constituted  Archdeacon  of  Salop,  ;,_         "   ..'    . 

r  ,■      •;,        .:  ,:     - ,,  ,    ,.■  Which  several  preferments  he  look'd  upon  as  so  '     '"   ."    '        '^'        '■'    'i 

Many  Calls  and  Occasions  to  do  sood,  rather  ■/     ^  /;         •    r       \  ,.-■ 

than  Opportunities  of  accumulatms:  Riches. 
Of  this,  the  Hospitality  he  constantly  used,  his  ■  ' 

'  '   "'■■*     '     '       ■  Extensive   Charities   to  the  Poor,   both   during   his 

Life  and  at   his   Death,   and  the  Ediiice  he   has   raised  •; 

to  the  benefit  of  his  Successors  in  this  Rectory, 
are  evident  and  Particular  Proofs. 
He  Married  Elizabeth,   Eldest   Daushter  .  .. 

of  Thomas  Legh,  Esqr.,  of  Bank,  in 
the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  who,  deeply 
sensible  of  the  constant  and   most   tender  atfection 
of  her  dear  Husband  towards  her,  and  the 
^  irreparable  loss  she  has  sustained  in  his  Death, 

Erected  this  monument  to  his  memory.  •        ' 

On  a  flat  stone  in  the  chancel  of  Eipple  Church  is  the  following  inscription : — 
■,-,j.      J,  Here  lyeth   the   body   of 

J.,,  JoHK  Holte,  LL.D.,  '    ^  ■  .      -.J   i    ■  ,  i'^'kiv. 

Who  died   December  22nd,   17.%,  ,,:,.    ,, 

Aged  40.  '  '    '        ^  ' 

Here  also  lyes  '■      ":'_:-;,     ,.■:, 

The  remains  of  Elizabeth,  '  '  o  •  : . , 

Uentioned  in   the   Monument  above,  '  ••w-t-.i.'s-  >  . :      .  ,  ^^     .,  ._ 

Eelict  of  the  kte  Dr.  Holte,  ;•:;;!-  ■._:,    ■  _   '  ,::.     ,».--;., ■,-,^ 

to  whom  she  was 
s  most  affectionate  '-  '  ■"       '    '-■    '    -i    !\-'    . 

and  faithful  '■■;..        !-■.-.-. 

Wife.  ■       '  . '■      '-■•■    ■ 

She  departed  this  life  May  16th,  1730,  ,  i'---    ■•    \'i'i^i>-^]r:i.'- 

Aged  47.» 

•  For  copies  of  these  inscriptions,  as  also  for  other  information  with  reference  to  Dr.  Holtc,  we  are  indebted  to  tlio 
Eer.  G.  H.  CLillon,  Rector  of  Ripple,  to  whom,  as  also  to  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Lovekin,  Curate  of  Bishop's  Itchinpton,  oiir 
scknowledgmenta  ~an  due. 
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Sovor.il  lotti'is  of  Dr.  IInlti"s  still  icmniii.  They  niv  all  dated  from  collogo,  and  show  liim  to 
havi'  boou  a  man  of  a  gouial  and  hearty  tompenimcnt,  and  pitssessed  of  strong  common  sense.  TTis 
con-cspondeneo    presents    him    in    a    veiT    favoimiMe    liirht. 

Sir  Charles's  older  daimhter.  Anne,  inameil.  January  "iTth.  171S-10.  Xorth  Foley.  Esq..  of 
Stourbridge;  and  the  Foley  papers  and  enrre-pendenee,  in  the  possession  of  'Sis.  Dixou,  reveal  a  state 
of  things  painful  in  the  extreme,  and  hiuhly  diseretlitable  to  Sir'  Charles.  Shortly  after  the  marriacre. 
^Ir.  Foley  was  called  upon  to  pay  debts  contraetctl  by  liis  ■vril'o  pre^aous  to  marriage,  which  he 
discharged,  to  prevent  exposnro,  but  connnuuieated  the  circumstance  to  Sir  Chai'les,  expecting 
reimbursement.  Tiie  following  extract  of  a  letter,  adilrcssed  to  one  of  the  young  ladies  by  ilr.  Foley, 
also   reveals   another   tnms;iction    not    calculated    to    he;il   the   breach : — 

"  The  first  day  I  •n-aitod  upon  Sir  Charles  Holte,  when  I  had  told  him  what  my  estate  and  debts  were,  he  ask'd  me 
wliat  fortune  I  ex;Hvtod.  I  timl  him  I  lieanl  he  would  :;ive  eacli  £:!.000.  or  more.  lie  s.iid  he  eould.  in  his  present 
cirouni stances,  give  but  .£2.jiXt.  and  that  there  would  be  souie  diriVrence  in  his  dau^liters'  fortunes,  and  asked  which  I  desired. 
I  told  him  1  could  not  be  particular,  for  I  had  only  seen  them  that  d.ay  at  dinner;*  but  never  heard  more  from  him,  but  bv 
others,  that  my  wife  had  money  of  her  own  :  and  alter  sevei'al  visits  I  wondered  none  of  the  tiiuiily  had  ever  mentioned  it 
to  me,  even  when  the  writings  were  drawing.  I  then  told  my  wite  I  heard  she  had  money  of  her  own.  She  said  she  had; 
and  (I)  ask'd  what  h.inds  it  was  in.  She  told  me  that  it  was  iu  her  father's,  viz.,  a  bond  of  JCGOO.  prave  her  bv  her 
granclmothcr,  and  anotlier  of  fltW.   (I   think.)    gave   h.cr  by   her  Err.iudlatlicr."  *         •  '"I    as   much   believed   I   should 

have  that  money  as  marry,  and  was  surprised  very  much,  when  ]  ask'd  my  mfe,  after  I  was  married,  to  see  the  bond.  She 
told  me  that  her  father  had  made  her  brui;;  the  bond  for  i'tJUO.  and  deliver  it  to  him,  telling  her  that  he  had  gave  me 
security  for  it.  I  told  her  if  she  had  a^ked  luy  advice,  she  should  not  have  parted  with  it.  Slie  answered  a'^iu. — how 
could  she  help  it  ?  Mr.  Burirh  liad  given  his  opinion,  iu  a  ca>e  then  depcudiuc;  in  the  t'amilv,  that  parents  mi;jiit  do  what 
they  pleased  with  their  own  ehJJrcn.  I  never  heard  of  any  condition  tiiat  it  was  delivered  upon.  ^\■hen  I  was  last  at 
Aston,  upon  my  saying  to  Sir  Charles  I  thought  I  had  no  need  to  ask  anvihing  about  debts,  when  I  heard  niv  wil'e  had 
money  of  her  own,  he  said  he  h.ad  told  my  wile  that  money  must  be  part  of  her  fortune;  and  it'  I  had  said  it  had  been 
delivered  up  upon  a  condition  without  my  consent  or  privity,  I  believe  I  should  have  been  ch;u-ged  with  rcllcctlng.  though 
that's  the  least  you  pretend  to  make  of  it.  That  you  ni.ay  -make  no  more  doubts  nor  strained  constructions  on  what  I 
write,    I   say,   once   for   all,    I   will   not    pay   any   debts   contracted    before   marriage,    unless    I   can   be   forced   to    it." 

There  is  no  cLite  to  this  letter,  but  the  last  sentence,  without  doubt,  refers  to  a  demand  made 
on  ilr.  Foley  for  the  sum  of  i^l40,  on  a  bond  of  his  ■wife's.  He  paid  a  year's  interest,  in  the  hope 
that  Sir  Charles  would  discharge  the  debt,  who  refused;  and,  within  little  more  than  two  months 
after  ilrs.  Foley's  death,  a  bill  wa.s  filed  in  chancery,  at  the  suit  of  Joan  Jorden,  -n-idow,  of 
Birmingham,  against  ilr.  Foley.  The  latter  put  in  a  replication ;  but  though  no  papers  remain  to 
state  the  result,  it  ia  clear  the  hu-sband  would  have  to  pay  the  debt.  On  the  back  of  the  brief  is  a 
statement  by  the  defendant's  attorney,  (ex  parte,  of  course,)  from  which  the  following  extract  is 
taken : — 

"Sir  Charles  Holte  was  very  severe,  and  did  not  allow  his  chUdren  sufficient  supplies  for  necessaries.  Defendant 
had  very  good  reasons  to  behove  his  kte  wife,  by  money  borrowed,  supplied  herself,  and  assisted  her  fellows,  (sisters.) 
She  only  haiTiig  £7ofi  of  her  own  hable  to  her  debts,  and  the  others,  being  entirely  dependent,  could  give  no  securitv. 
Defendant,  when  tradesmen  gave  him  hills,  when  he  had  no  previous  notice  of  such  demand,  usuallv  blamed  his  wil'e 
for  not  discovering  all  her  debts,  and  the  occasion  of  contracting  them,  which  she  always  refused,  and  endeavoured  to 
conceal  them.  Defendant  paid  tradesmen's  sro.ill  bills  rather  than  expose  his  wife,  but  applied  to  her  father  and  I'amiiv 
about  it;  but  when  this  bond  debt  and  gross  sum  were  demanded,  his  wile  refusing  to  discover  the  reason  of  it.  defendaiit 
resolved  opeidy  to  apply  to  Sir  Charles  and  family  to  discli.irge  it;  but  being  unwilling,  in  the  meantime,  publiclv  to  expose 
the  afialr,  paid  the  interest,  and  kept  the  blank  bond,  and  with  intent  to  be  e.xecuted,  in  case  he  could  receive'  satisfaction 
or  secunty  from  Sir  Charles  Holte  or  some  of  his  late  wij'e's  family,  which  they  put  off  during  her  life,  and  when  she  , 
died,  they  refused,  defendant  being  then  deprived  of  any  possibility  of  necessary  discoveries,  in  order  to  a  satisfaction  from 
any   of  them." 

The  bond,  it  is  stated,  was  not  discovered  tiU  two  years  after  the  marriage,  when  ilrs.  Foley 
•was  near  her  confinement,  and  her  family  thought  there  would  be  issue  to  inherit  under  the  marriage 
settlement.  ilr.  Foley  paid  debts  contracted  by  his  wife,  for  clothes  and  other  necessaries,  nearly 
seven  years  before  her  marriage.  One  of  his  letters,  dated  March  3rd,  1721,  enquires  if  Sir  Charles 
will  pay  the  debts,  and  if  not  -wiUtng,  asks,  "ilay  I  be  at  liberty  to  give  my  reasons  to  the  creditors 
and  all  oiu-  friends  why  I  refused  to  pay  them?  and  assure  you,  that  if  Sir  Charles  thinks  it  for 
the  honour  and  interest  of  himself  and  family  they  should  never  be  paid,  I  will  make  myself  as  easy 
as   I   can,   under   it."        The   letter,   however,   does   not   appear   to   have   effected   the   purpose    intended. 

•  A   tolerably  convincing  proof  of   Mr.    Foley's    motives    in    selecting   the   elder  daughter.       The   amount    received    by 
him    was   £2.50(). 
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Many  of  tlie  bills  of  this  lady  remaiu,  but  thoy  all  apiicar  to  have  been  paid  long  boforo  the  marriage, 
and  not  one  of  those  that  caused  so  much  uuhappiuoss   exists.       We  give  tsvo.   as  specimens: 

Xov.  li.  1707. — For  innkin:^  a  dinmond  oro*3 
June,  170S.  For  ,i  diainouii  loi'kett  niiir 

And  ffor  a  riti::.  witli  n  pe.irl  and  two  gametts 
1709.  Ffor  mendin::  lier  watcli 


£1 

10  0 

1 

3  0 

0 

18  0 

0 

3  6 

£3 

U  6 

£00 

14  00 

00 

00  10 

00 

17  00 

01 

18  00 

00 

09  06 

00 

02  06 

Dec.  26,  1709.— For  a  ffeather  muff 

For  a  box 
Jan.  26.  For  a  cherrr  cull'd  embroidered  handkerchief 

For  a  pr  of  blk  tabby  sticlit  stars 
Feb.  6.  For  a  pair  of  steel  buekeLU  and'  snappin     . 

For  a  knot  and  a  box 

£i  1  10 
Sirs.  Foley  -svas  buried  at  Olds-n-inford,  on  the  2Gth  of  October,  1721.  A  resun-ender  of  the 
property  on  which  her  settlement  was  secured  was  made  by  her  brother  Clobery ;  and  "an  Inventory 
of  the  goods  that  were  Mrs.  Anne  Holt's,  before  she  married  with  Xorth  Pfoley,  Esq.,"  taken 
May  12th,  1724,  and  amounting  to  £10  10s.  Cd.,  is  the  last  in  the  series  of  papers  referring  to  this 
lady,  whose  domestic  happmess  was  so  deeply  embittered  by  the  imprudences  to  which  reference 
has  been  made. 

Jane,  the  second  daughter,  died,  unmarried,  at  Bath,  Xovember  2Cth,  1718.  and  was  buried  at 
Aston.         Her   will    was   proved   in    1723. 

Of  Mary,    the    third   daughter,    more    than   a   passing   allusion   is    required.       She   lived   nearly   to 

the  age  of  seventy-five,  and  (probably  from   ha\-ing  su^^-ived  all  her  sisters,   except  one)  died  possessed 

of  considerable  prnpei-ty,   which  she  bequeathed  chiefly  to  her  two  nephews.       The   last   codicil   of  her 

win,  highly  characteiistic   of  a   single  lady   of  good  family   and   independent   means,   of  that   period,  is 

dated  October  17th,    1757.         She  says,    ".Vlso   I  give   to    my   said   nephew.    (Sir  Lister,)   my  cabinet, 

which  was  King  Charles  the  First's,    also  my  large  Bible    and  Common  Prayer  Book,    with  the  works 

of  the   Whole   Duty   of  Man,    all   in   folio."       These   are   now   in   ilr.   Bracebridge's   possession.       And 

again : — "  To    my    sister    Llackenzie,    the    sum    of    100   pounds    in    money,    also    my    worked   bed    and 

hangings,   in  the  room   over  the  best  parlour,    also  the  chairs   in   the   .«aid   room,    and   my   India   qmlt, 

also    my    set    of   dressing   plate   for   a    lady's   toy   light."         After   bestowing   an   annuity   of '  £10,    she 

goes  on : — 

"Also  I  give  and  bequeath  to  mv  servant,  ilary  Audlev,  as  a  further  reivard  for  her  fiiithfiil  services  for  upwards 
of  thirty  years,  aU  my  wearing  app:ircl.  of  what  nature  and  kind  soever.  tot;ether  with  such  of  my  household  goods  as  follow, 
to  wit,  all  the  furniture  of  my  own  lodgine;  room,  except  the  cabinet  before  mentioned,  whicii  is  ifivcn  to  mv  nephew, 
Sir  Lister  Holtc,  in  lieu  of  which  1  ^ve  her  the  old  cabinet  with  drawers,  standmi;  m  the  chamber  over  the  parlour.  -Uso 
I  eive  the  said  ilary  Auuley  all  the  furniture,  chests,  tables,  and  chairs,  belongins  to  ail  the  closets  in  or  about  my  own 
lodging  room;  aUo  one  Ions  mahocrany  table,  six  chairs,  the  seats  covered  with  crimsoa  stutfed  damask,  one  frame  for  pewter, 
with  drawers,  standing  in  the  laundry,  twelve  pewter  dishes,  five  dozen  pewter  plates;  also  one-half  of  the  kitchen  utensils, 
and  half  the  brewin?  vessels  in  the  brewhouse  and  cellars,  and  one-half  of  my  household  linen :  one  pair  of  standin? 
candlesticks,  of  French  plate,  and  one  hand  candlestick,  of  silver,  one  nest,  with  three  castors  and  cruets,  one  pair  of  salt 
cellars,  six  silver  spotma,  six  tea  spoons,  one  preservins;  spoon,  and  any  one  of  the  beds  in  anv  of  the  garrets,  with  feather 
bed  and  furniture  bclon-in;;  to  it,  which  she  abali  choose,  it  bein^  my  desire  that  if  the  said'  3Iarv  Audlev  be  my  serv.-int 
at  the  time  of  my  decease,  to  enable  her  to  live  coml'ortably,  without  being  necessitated  to  seek  ibr  other  service.  Also 
I  rive  and  bequeath  to  my  sen-ant,  .Sarah  Audley,  an  annuitv  of  ten  pounds,  •  •  •  also  •  •  •  mv 
bed  of  green  camlet,  together  -rnth  the  feather  'bed  and  quiit,  and  eisht  chairs  in  the  Hall;  also  one  pair  of  candlestick^, 
of  French  plate,  one  pan-  of  sdvtr  salt  ceUars,  and  one  of  the  beds  in  the  garrets.  AJ.so  I  give  the  said  Sarah  Audlev 
two  pairs  of  sheets,  two  table  clotlis,  andtno  dozen  napkins.  I  give  to  whosoever  ahidl  be  my  cookmaid,  and  whoeve'r 
■ball  be  my  manservant,  at  my  decea.se,  rive  pounds  in  money.  •  •  •  ^he  rest  and  residue  of  my  estate,  to 
my  nephew,   Charles  llolte." 

At  the  commencement  of  the  will,  she  states : — "  I  desire  my  body  may  be  decently  buried 
in   the   side   of  the   great   chancel    in   Aston   Church,    belonging   to   Sir  Lister   Holte,    Bart." 

A  proof  of  the  zealous  loyalty  of  this  lady,  as  well  as  of  her  assiduity,  and  great  skill  in  female 
accomplishments,  exists  in  the  tapestry  worked  by  her,  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  her  sisters, 
for  the   room    in   which    Kmg  Churlcs   slept,    at   Aston.        This   beautiful    specimen   of  n(>edle\rork    long 
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hiinj;   on    the   walls   where    tlin-'e    who  roveivd    the  memory  ot'  the   hapless  monarch   had  placed  it,    and 

■was  removed  from  Aston   to  Atherstoao,    where   it  is  still  to  be  seen.        It   entirely   covered   the  wall, 

where   not   intemipted   by    the    hod.    the    tii-e-place.    and   the    windows.         It   is   worked   in   cross-stitch, 

and  the  brilliant  coloui's  are   still   fresh,   being  disposed  with  great   taste.        The  chief  design,   which  is 

very    bold,    may    be    described    as    an   orderly   profusion   of  bright   flowers,    among   which   appear  genii 

bearing  baskets  of  flowers  ;     through  an  oval  bocage  heads  and  demi-tignrcs  appear,   with,   occasionally, 

birds  and  grotesque  masks.        Eoimd  the  whole  is  a  rich  wide  border  of  varied  flowers,  amongst  which, 

at   equal   distances,    are   many   tablets.        These   each   contain   a   shield   with   the  Holte  arms,    quartered 

with    some    one    quartering    of  the   nine    in    the   carpet    to   be   presently   described,    alternating  with   a 

view   of  some   temple,    lake,    lodge,    or   grove,    in    the    parks    of   Aston   and   Brercton.       The    principal 

pieces  are  9  feet  3  inches  high,   the  one  being  17  feet  10  inches  wide,  and  the  other,   11  feet  8  inches. 

In   the   centres   are   medallions   worked   in   tent-stitch.        One   of  these   medallions,    which   is  5  feet   by 

3  feet,   contains  an  exact   view  of  the  fi-ont  of  Aston  HaU ;    and   the  other,    which    is    4  feet  2  inches 

by    3  feet   2  inches,    contains   a   similar   representation   of  Brereton  ELill.        This   great   achievement   of 

female   taste   and   industr}-   bears    the   devotional   inscription  :  —  .  • 

"  God  be  the  Guide,  and  the  vrork  will  abide." 

•'Mary  Holte,  Spinster.      Aged  60.— 174i." 

The  carpet,  which  is  in  cross-stitch,  is  14  feet  6  inches  by  8  feet  10  inches,  and  is  ornamented 
with,  rich  and  varied  groups  and  wreaths  of  large  flowers,  in  every  variety  of  bright  colour  and 
tasteful  contrast.  In  the  centre  is  a  mcdaUion,  5  feet  by  3  feet  8  inches,  containing  the  Holte  arms, 
with  nine  quartcrings,  a  bai'onct's  hclme,  and  the  Family  crest  (a  squirrel  proper)  and  motto.  This 
exquisite  specimen  of  female  skill  is  also  preserved  at  Atherstone.  A  few  letters  written  by  thi.'^ 
lady   remain,   but   they    contain   nothing   worth   extracting. 

Susanna,    the  fourth  daughter,    died   ilarch  1st,   1700,    in   her   twelfth  year;     and   Katherine,    the 

fifth,    was   buried   December  oth,    1G9G,    aged  seven  years.        Selena,    the   sixth,    died   unmarried,   being 

buried  August  5th,   1727  :    her  will  was  proved  in  November  of  the  same  year.        The  letters  of  this 

young  lady    show  that    the   laxity   of  manners    brought    in    at    the    time    of    the   Restoration    was    not 

completely   out   of  vogue   in    1720.       Lady   Clobery,   who   had   mixed   much   with   the   courtiers   of  the 

time  of  Charles  II.,   appears  to  have  resided  constantly  at  Aston  about  tbi.j;  time,   and  to  her,  probably 

more  than  one  of  the  young  ladies   were   indebted   for  initiation   into  a  freedom   of  language   anything 

but  becoming  female  modesty.     Diana,  the  seventh,  died  September  9th.  and  was  buried  September  12th, 

1724,   her  will  being  proved  June,  1726.      A  monument  to  her  memory,  at  Aston,  bears  the  following 

beaatiful   inscription : — 

'•         '  In  the  Vault  underneath  is 

Deposited 
The  body  of  Dia^'a   Holte,  ''/''-■'        '  .       ■ 

Daughter  of  Sr  Charles  Holte,  Bart.,  and  Dame  Ann,  '         '  .         ,    .  • 

his  Wife.  ,,  ■     ■  /  '        '  '.',■',' 

She  was  bom   on   the   8th   daj   of  Aug?t,  ■ .'    •"■■'''■'■  ■''','. 

In    ye    year    of    our    Salvation    1696,  ' ''   '•■    "•'  -■  -      ■    ,^^>:--'> 

And  haveing  fouijht  ye  good  figbt, 
.\ii,,,    (>,  ,  ,,    .  Kept    ye    faith,    and    finiiht    ye    course,  ■  ; 

Ji-tW    (:.".'     •,,.-■;"     Id:.,!:-  obtained   eternal   life,    whereunto  she  was  called  -    '  '■      "       ''      ■,   uV-te'-' 

K.5     dj.'l.)!ii'.  ''■  .    ■■     '^    ■:  '  O"  ys  9th  day  of  September,  1724,  ,   .,,  ;■  ,,  ,     ,.,  ,  ■^^^;  ■'■-.■■ 

.,■•'.  1°  memorj-  of 

.'V_i     .,., r('.  I    %",  _::     '       '     ,  -'.  Wbose  exemplary  virtue,  "  r.  ,j  ,  •  ..  .■-."     '' ■ 

and  most   dutifull  and  aifectionate   behavior  to   her  parents,  ... 

Her  afflicted  Mother  '"  , 

caused  this  marble  to  be  erected. 

The  eighth  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  was  Elizabeth,  who  married  Jas.  Mackenzie,  of  "Worcester,  IT.D. 
She  died  a  widow,  in  Scotland,  in  ilay,  1772.  Her  letters  show  her  to  have  pos.sessed  a  large  fund 
of  playful  irony,   and  much  of  her  correspondence  with  Mr.  Foley  is  of  a  keenly  satirical  character. 

XrX.— Sm    CLOBERY    HOLTE    succeeded   his   father   in   the   Family  honours.        In  Sir  Charles 
Holte's    Latin   Bible,    though   not    in   his   handwriting,    is   the   following   entry:  —  "Clobery  Holte,   Esq., 
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son  and  heir  of  Sir  CTiarks.  was  marrieJ  Tth  of  July,  1710.  to  Barbara  Lister,  of  Whitfield, 
Northampton."  She  was  the  dauirhter  and  heness  of  Thomas  Lister,  Esq.,  who  was  cupbearer  to 
Queen  Maiy.  In  May,  1720.  in  considiT.ition  of  the  settlement  of  £2,000  made  upon  Mi.>s  Lister's 
marriajze,  the  m.Tiior  and  advowson  of  'Uliittiold.  \nth  the  manor  and  capital  nie^suaije  of  Overhiiry, 
Northamptoushii-e,  were  couvevrd  to  Sii-  Charles  Ilolte  ;  and  in  December,  1723,  they  were  sold  for 
£13,000  to  the  Provost,  Fellows,  and  Scholars  of  Worcester  College,  Oxford.  By  the  death  of 
Lord  Brereton,  in  1722,  the  great  estates  of  that  family,  in  Chesliii-e,  came  into  possession  of 
Sir  Clobery,  but  Colonel  James  TyiTel,  of  Shotovcr,  Oxfordshire,  disputed  his  claim.  The  result  of 
the  suit,  in  1727,  was  in  favour  of  Sir  Clobery.*  This  gentleman  did  not  live  happily  with  his 
lady,  as  the  following  gUnipse  into  his  private  life,  taken  from  a  letter  of  Bishop  Hough,f  an  intimate 
friend  of  the   Family,   to   Mrs.  Knightley,   and  dated  July  2nd,   1729,   testifies  : — 

"The   Widow    Ladj    Holte   is   now    at    llartlebury,   with    lier   two    jrandsons.    who  »         •         •  apg   jjne   boTS, 

beautiful,  sensible,  and  well-beliaved,  and  I  wish  poor  .Sir  Cloberv  may  Ioiil;  be  bappv  in  tliem ;  for  I  know  no  other 
domestic  comfort  he  is  likely  to  eujoy.  His  estate  is  uiuch  mcreiised,  but  he  soems  to  ha\e  uo  pleasure  m  it,  and  his 
lady    (whom    I   am   told   be    pa-sion;iteiy    loves)    seldom   is   at    honu",    or   5ati^tied   when   she    is    there.  " 

On  the  24th  of  the  same  mouth.  Sir  Clobeiy  was  laid  with  his  ancestoi-s.  He  marked  his 
sense  of  his  wife's  conduct  by  leaving  her  a  legacy  of  only  £10  ;  his  personalty  was  to  bo  equally 
divided  between  his  two  sous  ;  to  whom  "  his  honoiu'ed  mother,"  Dame  Anne  Ilolte,  was  appointed 
guardian,  and  in  the  event  of  her  death  before  they  became  of  age,  she  was  invested  Tvith  power  to 
name  a  successor.  His  \riU  was  proved  on  the  2ud  of  August,  1720.  It  has  been  aUeady  stated 
that  he  was  a  D.C.L.  of  Oxford.  Eis  few  letters  remaining  show  Itiin  to  kive  been  a  kiud-lieai-ted 
man,  and  worthy  of  every  honour  that  could  be  paid  liim.  He  never  took  any  part  in  public  affairs, 
having   a   sti'ong   sympathy   for   the   Jacobite   cause. 

Of  the  affection  of  Lady  Holte  for  her  grandsoiLs,  the  following  is  given  as  a  proof.  It  is  an 
extract  from  a  letter  by  the  BL-hop  to  Mrs.  Knightley,   dated  March  22nd,   1730-1,   (page  200) : — 

"Towards  the  end  of  the  last   summer,   the  "mallpox  came  into  this  neiclibourhood.  *         *         •  It   was  very 

£atal  in  some  faiudies.  and  Lady  Holte  t'etihed  her  irrjudL-hdaren  from  this  school,  (ilartlebur}-.)  for  fear  of  infection;  at'ter 
Christmaj  .■'he  si'nt  them  hither  a^-ain,  when  we  tliouL,'iit  the  dist-a>e  had  taken  leave  of  us;  but  it  is  broke  out  ai'resh  in  two 
or  three  houses,  and  on  Saturday  her  coach  rettimed  for  the  youns  gentlemen.  I  cannot  blame  her  Ladyship's  tenderness; 
but  the  chddren  were  desirous  of  staying  here,  and  had  no  appreliensiona  of  the  diatemper;  and  perhaps  it  were  better 
for   them   to   have   taken   their   chance   now,    than   when   they    were   grown   up." 

An  extract  from  an  indenture,  dated  July  29th  and  30th,  1735,  made  by  Dame  Anne  Holte, 
ahows  the  opinion  she  held  of  her  daughter-in-law,  Lady  Barbara,  who  had  married,  as  her  second 
husband,  William  Brinter,  Esq.  Certain  property,  at  Lapworth  and  other  places,  was  assigned  to 
the   Eev.  Strensham  Master,    Yicar  of  Aston,    and   others, 

"  Upon  trust  that  he  or  they  should  permit  the  said  Sir  Lister  Holte  (he  was  then  fifteen  years  of  a?e)  and  hia 
Msigna  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  trust  estate  durmg  so  loni;  time  of  tlie  said  term  of  ninety-nine  years 
as  the  said  Sir  Lister  ilolte  should  not  permit  the  said  Barbara,  wile  of  the  said  WiUmm  Brinker.  to  reside  for  more 
than  seven  days  successively,  or  for  a  longer  time  than  fourteen  days  within  3Go  days,  in  the  mansion  house  called 
Aston  Hall,  or  in  any  other  house  whereof  the  said  Sir  Lister  Holte  then  was  or  thereafter  should  be  seized  or  possessed, 
nor  with  the  said  Sir  Liater   Holte  at  any  other  place." 

After  the  commencement  of  any  such  residence,  the  rents  and  profits  were  to  revert  to  CHiarles ; 
in  default,  to  Mary  Holte ;  and  after  her  decease,  to  Sir  Lister  and  his  assigns.  This  clause,  in 
80  direct  contravention  of  the  fifth  commandment,  "  Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother,"  can  never  be 
too  strongly  condemned.  Dame  Anno,  though  she  revoked  several  parts  of  the  indenture,  never 
abrogated  the  clause  just  quoted.  She  was  buried  at  Aston,  February  6th,  1737-8.  Her  will  is 
dated  August  1st,   1735,    and   wxs   proved   at  Canterbury,   March   IGth,   1737-8.        She  also  bequeathed 

•  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Bishop  Houjh's  to  Lady  Kaye,  dated  April  13th,  1727 :— "  Madam,  I 
hare  deferred  my  humble  thanks  for  your  Ladyship's  last  letter  lonjer  than  I  should  otherwise  hare  done,  that  ilr.  BiTclie 
might  have  the  honour  of  pn-sfntint;  it :  who  is  called  up  "to  W'estmmster  Hall,  upon  a  jrcat  trial  at  Liw  hetwut 
Sir  Clobery  Holte  and  Colonel  Tyrrtl.  about  the  Brereton  estate.  The  jury  is  to  consist  of  Stadordshirc  geutlornen,  and 
he  could  not  obtain  to  be  eicused  from  being  one."  Colonel  Tjrrcl  was,  subsequently,  a  Lieutenant-General,  and  Governor 
of  Gravesend   and   TUbury    i'ort. 

t  "Wiimot's  Life  of  Bishop  Hough,  p.  276. 
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£400  for  the  piirchnse  of  an  estate,  the  rents  of  which  were  to  be  divided  in  bread  and  clothes 
among  poor  pari.-liionors,  but  the  niouoy  ■was  never  invested.  £20  ■were  paid  annually  by  Mr.  Legge, 
while  in  possession  of  the  Hall,  and  aftenvards  by  Mr.  Digby,  the  proceeds  being  applied  for  the 
benefit  of  the  aluis-people.  ^Ii-s.  Walter  ncnn,-  Bracebridgo,  who  inherits,  by  ■will  of  ilr.  Digby, 
the  Enliiigtou  estate,  "also  contrilmtcs  to  the  couiforts  of  the  alms-people  in  the  same  manner  and 
to  the  same  amount.''  (Commissioners'  Eeports.)  We  believe  that  to  this  lady  is  also  conceded  the 
nomination  of  the  inmates.  By  a  reference  in  the  ■will,  it  would  appear  that  Duddcston  Hall  ■was 
used   by   Lad)*  Holte    as   a   residence,    up   to   the   date   of  her  death. 

The  portrait  of  Lady  B;irbai-a,  as  ah-eady  given,  is  dra^wn  from  Bishop  Hough's  letters,  whose 
information  would  be  derived  from  Lady  Anne.  They  are  corroborated,  however,  by  Sir  Clobcry's 
lea'ving  his  wife  only  £10,  and  appointing  his  mother  guardian  of  his  two  sons.  The  extract  from 
the  deed  of  1735,  executed  by  Lady  Anne,  also  affords  confirmation.  But  her  few  letters  still  in 
existence  (-written  in  a  beautifidly  neat  and  clear  hand)  show  Lady  Barbara  to  have  been  a  person 
of  so  highly  cidtivated  a  taste  and  refined  a  mind,  and  display  so  deep  a  feeling  of  reg-ard  for  her 
husband,  that  we  feel  compelled  to  hesitate'  before  accepting  the  conclu.sion  the  circumstances  alluded 
to  would  imply.  That  her  mannei-s  and  sentiments  would  be  distasteful  to  her  mother-in-law  mav 
readily  be  inferred,  from  the  circiuustance  of  her  father  ha^•ing  been  in  the  court  of  WiUiani  and 
Mary,  and,  therefore,  not  only  more  correct  in  his  morals  than  a  courtier  of  the  time  of  Cluu-les  II., 
but  also  more  favourably  inclined  to  the  piinciples  of  religious  liberty.  The  strong  bias  displayed 
by  Ladv  Anne  must  cause  her  testimony  to  be  received  -with  caution,  while  the  lettere  of  Lady 
Barbara,  ■written  -without  reference  to  anything  beyond  the  passing  events  of  the  day,  are  not  open 
to   any    such   objection. 

XX.— Sir  LISTER  HOLTE  succeeded  his  father.  From  an  entry  in  his  grantlfather's  Latin 
Bible,  it  appears  he  was  bom  on  the  2Cth  of  April,  (no  year  is  stated.)  and  from  the  register,  that 
he  was  baptized  on  the  2Sth  of  the  same  month,  1720.  The  folloT\ing  entry  respecting  his  brother 
also  occurs:  —  "Charles,  the  second,  was  bom  24  'Sow,  1721;  his  Godfathers,  the  Eev.  Father  in 
God,  John  Hough,  Ld.  Bishop  of  Worcester,  Will.  Bromley,  of  Bagington,  Esq.,  and  3Irs.  Cartwright, 
wife  of  Tho.  Cartwright,  of  Aynho,  Xorthampton,  Esq."  The  entry  is  not  in  the  hand^writing  of 
Sir  Charles. 

Sir  Lister  and  Ms  brother  were,  as  boys  and  young  men,  devotedly  attached  to  each  other. 
They  were  at  school  together  when  young,  and  afterwards  studied  at  ilagdalen  College,  Oxford ; 
and,    for    years,    were    scarcely    ever    separated.  One    of   Bishop   Hough's    letters,    (p.   229,)    dated 

February  11th,  1737-8,  addressed  to  Lady  Lewisham,  refers  to  Sir  Lister,  and  shows  the  affection, 
strong   in   death,    entertained   by   his   grandmother : — 

"The  widow  Lady  Holte  died  on  Tuesday  hat,  and,  I  am  told,  has  enja^ed  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Aston  Family,  as  tiir  as  he  will  please  to  concern  himself  in  them.  Sir  Lister  Holte  is  now  as  much  master  of  his 
estate  as  a  gentleman  under  a'.re  can  be.  He  is  eighteen,  and  lives  at  Oiford  in  a  very  respectable  manner.  I  take 
his  lands  to   be  not   less   than  £  l,00<j   per  annum ;    he  is  *  *  *         really  very  agreeable,   and  if  Lord  Dartmouth 

thinJts  fit  to  bestow  bis  daughter  upon  him,  everj'body  in  that  neighbourhood  thioks  it  may  be  convenient,  and  a  happy 
match  on   both   aides." 

The  articles  of  agreement  for  marriage  with  the  lady  referred  to — Lady  Anne  Legge — are  dated 

October  5th,    1739,    but,   as  Sir  Lister  was  not  of  age,   no  settlement  could  be  made ;     it   was   agreed, 

however,   that   when   he   attained   his    majority   he  should  settle  a  jointure  of  £1,500   on   his  lady,   her 

fortune    being    £G,000 ;     but   no   settlement   was   ever   made,    the    lamented    death    of   the   young   wife 

ob-viating  the  necessity  for  one.      The   marriage  was  solemnised  in  the  month  of  October,   1739.       She 

died  at  the  end  of  June,   1740,   and  was  buried  at  Aston  on  the  2nd  of  July.      Worthy  Bishop  Hough, 

in  a  letter   to   Lady  Kaye,    (p.  241,)   thus  refers  to  this  melancholy  event : — 

"You  are  troubled,  Madam,  for  tho  loss  of  Lady  Ann  Holte,  and  I  believe  so  young  a  person  could  not  be  more 
universally  deplored  than  she  has  been,  but  she  is  happier  than  the  best  of  her  frieuds  can  wish  her ;  it  ia  only  the 
weakness  of  human  nature,  m  spite  of  their  judgments,-  that  moves  their  pas-ions  on  her  account.  Poor  Sir  Lister  \» 
the  object,   the  only  proper  object,  of  our  pity!    fur  I  really  think  there   is   not  a  more   sorrowful   widower  than   himself. 
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He  wa.',  to  mv  knowkHlLre.  a  true  lover  Ivforc  marrinic? ;  and  as  tlio  lady's  jood  nualities  opened  upon  him.  tliev  heiijlitcncd 
his  esteem ;  every  >ijy  disoovcrod  sometliiui;  th.it  was  a  new  cause  ot'  endiarinenr  :  and  to  bo  unexpectedly  deprived  of  all 
at  ouee.  13  a  trial  too  ^nat  tor  a  ynuii^  phil.i^opiuT.  Indeed.  I  am  extn'moly  eoneerned  tor  Inm  :  lii.s  relations  are 
appreliensive  his  |in".~cnt  situ.ition  may  make  too  deep  iniprv>-iou  upon  his  faney.  and  thmk  it  net  ndvisahle  tor  him  to 
continue  in  the  iiieiaiuholy  ^eeue.  I  am  by  uo  mean?  a  liiend  to  those  exeiirsious  that  our  nolnliry  and  ;rntn'  make 
into  foreign  eountrns.  at  llieir  lirst  sett  uj  out  in  tlie  world :  but.  upon  tliis  oceasiou.  I  think  it  13  eonvcnient  for  a 
gentleman    to   jo    troui    home ;     and   when    lie   mourns   in    good   earuo^t.    it   is   well    il'  any    place   can    give    him   ease." 

Sir  Lister  early  mingled  in  the  political  world.  On  the  2oth  of  June,  1741.  he  was  elected 
Member  of  Parliament  for  the  city  of  LichJield.  In  the  same  year  he  purcha.'ied  the  market  tolls, 
the  property  of  the  Coi-poration,  and  gave  them  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  city.  He  also 
contributed    towards    the    erection    of    a    market    house.*  His    Liberality,    however,    was    not    duly 

appreciated,  for  at  the  nest  election,  in  August,  1747,  he  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  thirty-five 
votes,  the  successful  candidates  being — Gower,  278  ;  Anson,  272 ;  and  the  unsuccessful — Holte,  237 ; 
Vernon,  229. 

Sir  Lister,  about  the  middle  of  July,  1742,  married  Mary,  the  younger  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Harpur,  Bart.,  of  Calke,  Derbyshire ;  she  is  described  by  a  local  paper  of  the  day  as  "  a  lady  of 
great  fortune,  and  possessed  of  aU  the  valuable  accomplishments  that  adom  her  scx."t  From  a  deed, 
dated  July  10th  and  17th,  we  find  that  her  fortune  was  £10,000,  and  £2,000  additional  on  the  death 
of  her  mother ;  that  her  jointure  was  £1,000  per  annum  ;  and  there  was  a  pro\'iso,  that  if  she  died 
before  Sir  Lii^tcr,  he  might  charge  the  property  biu'dcned  with  her  jointure  with  £400  per  annum 
for  another  wife.  Some  difficulties  arose  in  the  course  of  making  this  settlement,  and  Charles  Holte 
came  foi^ward  to  remove  the  obstacles  that  were  in  the  way,  and  at  once  proffered  his  consent  to  any 
fresh  settlement  of  the  Family  estate  that  might  be  considered  necessary.  The  deed  for  this  purpose 
is  dated  June  30th,  1742,  and  is  briotly  as  follows: — By  indentiuv  between  Sir  Lister,  of  the  first 
part ;  Eichard  Banniiter,  of  St.  Dimstan  iu  the  West,  London,  gentleman,  and  Francis  ilusson,  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Giles,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fiulils,  London,  gentleman,  of  the  second  part ;  and  "William 
Noel,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London,  Esq.,  and  John  Eardlcy  WUmott,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London, 
Esq.,  of  the  third  part  ;  it  is  witnessed  that  for  the  "  docking,  cutting  off,  and  baning  of  aU  intaUs 
and  estates  tail"  theretofore  made  or  limited  of  the  sevei-al  manors  and  hereditaments  thereinafter 
mentioned,  and  of  aU  reversions  and  remainders  thereon  dependent  or  expectant,  and  also  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  10s.,  the  said  Sir  Lister  Holte  did  grant,  bargain,  and  seU  unto  the  said 
Eichard  Bannister  and  Francis  Musson,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  estates  named  in  the  indenture, 
to  hold  the  said  manors,  hereditaments,  and  premises  to  the  said  Richard  Bannister  and  Francis 
Musson,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  to  their  only  proper  use  and  behoof,  for  ever,  to  the  intent 
and  purpose  that  they  might  be  and  become  perfect  tenants  of  the  immediate  freehold  and  inheritance 
of  all  and  every  the  premises,  until  a  good  and  perfect  common  recovery,  with  double  voucher,  might 
be  perfected  of  the  said  manors,  hereditaments,  and  other  premises,  in  which  the  said  William  Xoel 
and  J.  E.  Wdmott  should  be  demandants,  the  said  Eichard  Bannister  and  Francis  Musson  tenanfs, 
and  the  said  Sir  Lister  Holte  vouchee,  who  should  vouch  the  common  voucher.  Declaration  that 
immediately  after  such  common  recovery  should  be  perfected  of  the  premises,  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
common  recovery  and  the  execution  thereof,  and  the  recited  indenture,  should  enure  to  the  only  proper 
nse  and  behoof  of  Sir  Lister,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  and  to  and  for  no  other  use,  intent,  or 
purpose  whatsoever.  The  deed  was  attested  by  two  witnesses  as  to  the  execution  by  Sir  Lister, 
and  Messrs.  Bannister,  Musson,  and  Xoel,  and  by  one  witness  as  to  the  execution  by  Mr.  Wilmott. 
It  was  also  enrolled  in  the  Common  Pleas,  (EoU  6,)  in  Trinity  Term,  16  Geo.  2,  (1742 ;)  and  in 
the  same  term  there  was  an  exemplification  of  recovery,  Xoel  and  Wilmott  being  demandants.  Bannister 
and  Musson   tenants,   and  Sir  Lister   tirst  voucher,  who  vouched  over  the  common  vouchee. 

•  "In  October,  1741,  Sir  Lister  Holt,  Bart.,  one  of  the  ilembers  of  Parliament  for  the  city,  pave  £500  to  the 
Corporation,  desirins  that  £H)0  of  that  sum  should  be  applied  to  exonerate  the  markets  from  toll,  and  that  the  remaining 
£1CK)  should  be  applied  towards  rebuilding,  altering,  or  making  additions  to  the  Town  ILaLI.  It  was  therefore  ordered  at 
Common  Hall,  October  27th,  'That  this  city  shall,  from  Christmas  next,  be  disckirged  from  all  tolls  whatsoever  upon 
market   days,   except    pickage.'  " — Haricood'a  Lichfield,    p.  3o6. 

t  Aru't  Birmingham  Gazette,   July  2Gth,   1742.  ,.'~"  "     •  '. 
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Mr.  ITutton,  in  his  lirii't'  nllusinn  to  tin-  Family,  speak-:  of  Sir  Lister  li:i\-ins  starved  his  brother 
into  compliiince,  ami  of  having  -n-antiinly  eut  otf  the  eutail,  ami  given  away  the  estate ;  and,  in 
makiuj;  Sir  Lister's  father  apostrophise  him  from  the  tomb,  adds,  '"The  imgeuerous  attorney,  instead 
of  making  xoiir  absurd  will,  ouirht  to  have  apprised  you  of  our  sentiments,  which  exactly  coincide 
with  those  of  the  world,  or  how  could  the  tale  atfcct  a  stT:;nger?"  An  attention  to  futs  and  dates 
will  show  'Mr.  Huttou's  errors.  Charles  was  boni  November  2-lth,  1721  ;  the  deed  was  d;xted 
June  30th,  1742,  before  he  had  attained  liis  majority.  Consequently,  he  could  not  do  any  legal  act, 
however  willing  he  might  be  to  do  so.  .\iid  as  to  being  "  starved  into  compUance,"'  under  his 
father's  marriage  settlement  he  was  heir  to  £4,000,  and  to  £4,000  more  left  him  by  his  grandmother, 
who  was  entitled  to  raise  that  sum  should  she  stir\-ive  her  husb;md,  which  she  did,  the  indenture 
being  d;ited  Januarj'  lOth,  1720.  The  same  lady  also  bequeathed  to  him  a  farm  at  Lapworth,  worth 
£104  per  annum  ;  and  he  also  received  adtlitionid  property  under  her  will,  as  well  as  ha\ing  expectations 
from  his  aunt  Mary,  who  was  possessed  of  a  considerable  fortune,  which  idtimately  came  to  her  two 
nephews,  in  17oS  ;  so  that  had  the  force  spoken  of  been  used,  he  would,  besides  his  own  resources, 
have  received  poweiinil  assistance  fi'om  his  aunt,  in  resisting  it.  The  tmth  is  that  ilr.  Iluttoa'  has 
proceeded  on  the  assumption  that  the  entail  was  cut  off  Ln  1709,  and  has  coufotmded  events  which 
did  occur  about  that  time  with  the  abrogation  of  the  entail,  and  has  thus  gone  astray  himself,  and 
misled  his  readere  LLke\vise.  Great  injustice  has  also  thus  been  done  to  the  character  of  Sir  Lister, 
in  ascribing  to  him  the  application  of  improper  means  wliich  he  never  resorted  to.  The  brothers 
continued  on  the  most  affectionate  tonus,   and  tlds,   too,   shows  the  incon'cctness  of  the  statement. 

In  1745,  when  the  great  grandson  of  liim  who  hatl  been  received  with  such  distinguished 
honour  at  Aston,  a  century  before,  was  m  full  retreat  northwards,  Sii-  Lister  was  so  zealous  in 
furnishing  horses  to  pursue  him,  that  he  supplied  250  from  his  own  stables  and  parks ;  and  to  so 
great    an    excess    did    his    loyalty    run,    that    he    even    sent    his    own    carriage    hoi-ses.  TTis    zeal 

would,  perhaps,  have  shone  to  more  advantage,  had  he  accompanied  his  stud.  The  date  of  this 
chivalrous  transaction  was  Sunday,  December  Sth,  and  was,  as  it  richly  deserved  to  be,  chronicled 
in   a    Gazette   extraordinary. 

In  1755,  Charles  Holte  married  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Pudsey  Jesson,  Esq.,  of  Langley, 
Warwickshire,  the  articles  of  marriage  being  dated  May  19th,  and  the  marriage  took  place  the  same 
day.  Sir  Lister,  however,  had  previously  been  called  to  part  with  his  second  wife,  she  having  been 
buried  at  Aston,  July  25th,  1752.  His  domestic  alflictions  increased  his  yearning  towards  his  faithful 
and  tender  brother,  who  loved  him  with  an  affection  as  pure  and  disinterested  as  one  relative  could  feel 
for  another;  and,  with  a  view  to  promote  his  brother's  happiness,  Charles,  entirely  regardless  of  his 
own  pecuniary  prospects,  recommended  a  third  marriage.  Unfortunately,  however,  he  did  not  approve 
of  the  lady  selected — Sarah,  the  younger  daughter  of  Samuel  Xewton,  Esq.,  of  King's  Bromley, 
Staffordshire.  The  articles  of  agreement  for  marriage  were  dated  June  20th,  1755,  3Iiss  Xewton's 
fortune  being  £2,000  ;  and  the  marriage  took  place  in  July.  By  an  indenture  of  lease  and  release, 
dated   July  19th  and  20th,   1756,    Sir  Lister   settled   an   annuity   on   his   wife   of  £700. 

The  characters  of  Lady  Holte  and  her  sister-in-law  were  not  congenial.  The  former  was 
haughty,  cold,  and  selfish ;  and  the  high  spirit  and  keen  wit  of  the  latter  could  ill  brook  the 
assumption  of  superiority  indulged  in  by  Lady  Holte.  The  foundation  of  discontent  being  thus  laid, 
an  open  quarrel  soon  ensued,  the  effects  of  which  speedily  became  apparent.  By  an  indenture  of 
May  10th  and  11th,  1758,  Sir  Lister  took  advantage  of  the  power  conferred  on  him  by  the  deed 
of  June  30th,  1742,  and  made  a  settlement  of  his  estate  by  which  his  infant  niece  was  cut  off  from 
any  participation  therein.  The  estates  were  settled,  first,  to  Sir  LLster,  and  his  heirs  male  ;  in  default, 
to  Charles,  his  brother,  and  his  assigns,  for  life ;  with  remainder  to  the  first  and  other  sons  of  Charles ; 
in  dcfciult,  to  Lewis  Bagot,  Esq.,  son  of  Sir  William  Bagot,  of  BUtlifield,  with  remainder  to  his  first 
and  other  sons,  in  tail  male ;   in  default,  to  Heneage  Legge,  Esq.,  with  like  remainders  ;    and  in  default, 
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to  "Wriothosloy  Digby,  Esq.,  with  like  remainders ;  and.  in  default  of  issiie  to  all  these,  with  remainder 
to  his  ov,-n  right  heirs  for  ever.  There  was  also  a  pro\-iso  to  Mr.  Charles  Hoke,  to  grant  an  annuity 
to  his  wife  of  £200,  as  an  ad(htion  to  the  juintiire  abeady  made  by  him ;  and,  in  the  event  of  hLs 
sun'iWng,  and  maming  a  second  time,  power  was  given  to  giynt  sueh  wife  an  annuity  of  £700. 
There  was  also  a  p^o^'iso  empowering  liim  to  raise  ilK'.OOO  for  portions  for  his  female  or  youngfT 
children. 

But,  though  Sir  Lister  had  been  induced  to  make  this  unjust  disposition,  the  affection  of  more 
than  thirty  years'  dmation  betAvcen  himself  and  his  brother  was  not  eiiulicated.  Giarlcs  resided  at 
Coleshill  Hall,  only  ten  miles  fi-om  Aston,  and  occasionally  also  at  Erdini^ton  HaU,  belonging  to  the 
Family  estate,  only  a  mile  distant ;  and  so  fond  was  Sir  Lister  of  his  brother's  compimy,  that  he 
exacted  of  him,  when  at  Erdington,  to  spend  his  evenings  at  Aston ;  and  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
entering   the   dining  room    when   Lady  Holtc   ^vithdl•ew. 

After  his  rejection  by  the  electore  of  Lichfield,  in  17-17,  Sir  Lister  does  not  appear  to  have 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  public  affau-s,  and  ho  is  only  found  to  have  occupied  one  otficial  position — 
that    of    High   Sheriff   of   Cheshire,    in    17G7.  The    indentui-e    made    by    him,    with    John   TVUsou, 

gentleman,  of  Sandbach,  the  Under  Sheiiff,  is  still  preserved  at  Atherstone.  As  years  and  infirmities 
increased,*  Sir  Lister  (though  not  an  old  man)  yielded  himself  more  and  more  to  the  influence  and 
management  of  his  wife.  Being  adnsed  by  his  physicians  to  visit  Bath  for  his  health,  he  there 
spent  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time.  At  this  period,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  letters 
from  his  brother  were  withlield  fi-oiu  him,  and  aU  kindly  intercom-sc  was  gradually  broken  off.  The 
two  last  lettei-s  from  Sir  Lister  and  his  brother  are  of  a  very  painfid  character,  and  show  that  the  former 
■was  then  entii'ely  alienated  fi'om  the  earthly  relative  who  loved  him  best,  and  coldly,  and,  indeed, 
reproachfully,  refused  him  pecuniary  assistanco.f  The  following  letters  closed  the  communication  for 
ever  between  the  two  branches  of  the  Family.  The  first  is  from  Miss  Newton,  the  sister  of  Lady 
Holte,    to    Mrs.   Holte :    we   copy    from    the   original : — 

"  Deab  MiDAM, — I  have  received  your  favour,  which  uceded  no  apology,  for  was  it  in  my  power  I  should  with 
great  pleasure  do  you  any  senice  I  could.  I  have  communicated  the  contents  of  your  letter  to  Sir  Li>ter  and  Lady  Holte: 
they  bid  me  say,  that  aa  you  so  well  know  the  reason  of  the  ahyness  you  complain  of,  they  think  all  explanations  unnecessary, 
and  are  determined  not  to  make  any  altertition  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs.  This  subject  is  too  disagreeable  to 
dwell  upon  any   longer,   so   will  conclude   myself, 

"  Madam,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  E.  Newton. 
"Bath,  Jlay  ye  8th,  1769."  '■ 

To   this   epistle  Mrs.   Holte    sent   the   following  emphatic   reply.        Our  copy  is  from  the  original 

■draft,   in  which  one  or  two   insertions    and   erasures   by    another   hand,    probably    that   of  her   husband, 

occur.         The   letter   is   undated  : — 

"  Dear  JLujaji, — Tour  obliiring  letter  demands  my  most  sincere  thanks,  both  for  the  trouble  you  have  been  so  good 
to  take,  and  the  desire  you  express  to  ser\"e  me  li'  it  was  in  your  power.  All  that  remains  for  me  is  to  lament  that  I 
hare,  it  seems,  offended  past  forgiveness,  and  that  an  intercourse  of  even  distant  civilities  cannot  be  restored.  I  must, 
in  justice  to  myself,  and  duty  to  my  husband  and  chdd,  protest  to  you  and  all  the  world,  was  it  necessary,  as  I  mean 
to  answer  it  to  the  .Umighty  at  that  day  when  every  secret  shall  be  discovered,  that  I  do  not  know,  or  even  t/uess,  wherein  I 
have  offended  Sir  Lister  and  Lady  Holte.  That  they  may  never  experience  the  want  of  that  justice  they  deny  to  me 
is  the  sincere  wish  of, 

"Madam,  your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 
•  n,  '  :    "  "Airs   Holte." 

More  than  fourscore  years  have  elapsed  since  these  letters  were  written,  and  yet  the  melancholy 
interest  attaching  to  them,  as  snapping  the  last  link  of  the  ch.  'n,  only  increases  as  time  rolls  on. 
The  solemn  asseveration  of  Mrs.  Holte,  and  the  final  sentence  of  her  affecting  letter,  are  worthy  of 
one   whose   high   spirit   bore    her   so   bravely   through   her  numerous   trials. 

•  In  his  curious  and  unpublished  work,  entitled  "  Memorandums  from  Memory :  all  trifles,  and  of  ancient  date," 
Button  gives  the  following: — '  Xuvt-mbcr  10,  ITUn. — Watched  all  night  with  John  Eyland.  Esq.,  he  having  broke  his 
thigh  the  7th.  Dr.  Parrott  remarked  '  that  Sir  Lister  Holte  wa«  not  the  man  he  used  to  be.'  I  was  on  the  point  of 
asking,  but  durst   not.   If  he  was   one   of  his   body  guards.". 

t  This-  is  the  feet  referred  to  by  Hutton,  in  his  reference  to  the  entail. 
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On  the  11th  of  Octobor,  1TC9,  tlie  Lndonnm:'  of  the  10th  and  11th  of  ;M:iy,  1758,  -was  revoked, 
and  the  reTocntion  is  endorsed  on  the  hitter  deed.  On  the  day  foUo^\'iiig  the  revocation,  (12th  October,) 
Sir  Lister  made  his  will.  To  his  w-ife  he  left  Astou  Uall  and  manor  for  life,  with  an  additional 
annuity  of  £800,  his  fm-uiture,  (except  the  books,)  plate,  jewels,  kc,  also  for  life,  with  remainder 
to  his  brother ;  all  his  ready  money,  the  fumitnre  of  certain  rooms,  horses,  farm  stock,  wine,  &c., 
with  £1,000  in  money,  to  Lady  Holte  absolutely ;  the  books  and  other  personalty  to  Charles, 
his  brother,  after  his  debts,  funeral  es|X'Uses,  and  a  year's  wages  to  his  seiTants,  should  have  been 
paid.  The  real  estate  is  then  left  to  his  brother  for  life,  subject  to  payment  of  Lady  Holte's  annxuty, 
and  liquidation  of  any  deticiency  in  the  personal  estate  for  payment  of  debts.  In  default  of  male 
issue  to  Sir  Charles,  the  estate  was  to  revert  to  ilr.  Legge,  and  his  heirs  ;  in  default,  to  Mr.  Bagot ; 
in  default,  to  ilr.  Digby ;  and  in  default,  to  the  heiis  general.  There  were  also  provisoes  as  to 
the  annuity  for  Sir  Charles's  wife,  and  portions  for  his  female  or  younger  childj-en,  as  in  the  indenture 
of  1758.  The  executors  were  Lady  Sarah  Holte,  John  Xewton,  Esq.,  her  brother,  and  Fettiplace 
Nott,  Esq.  A  codicil,  lea\ing  a  few  legacies,  was  added  on  the  Gth  of  Apiil,  and  Sir  Lister  died 
about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Simday,  the  Sth  of  April,  1770,  at  Aston  Hall.  The  wiU 
was  proved  on  the  18th  of  ilay  foLloT\-ing,  by  aU  the  executoi-s,  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of 
Canterbury.       A  small   mural   tablet   to   Sir  Lister's   memory   bears   the   following   inscription : — 

'       '  ■  •   ■  ■'     '  r^g  f(jp  niemory  of 

'_•'.      '    •  Sir  LiSTEE  Holte.  Baronet.  '  '    '  .v 

lie  married,  i^     -«- 

1st,   Lady  .\nne  Lojge.  youn^ost  d.iuiliter  of  ^VLUiam,  Earl  of  Dartmouth; 
"■  •'  2nd,   Mary,  youngest  daui^hter  of  Sir  John  Harpur.  Bart.,   of  Calke,  in  the  county  of  Derby; 

Lastly,   Sarah,  youngest  daughter  of  t'amui.'l  Xewton,   Eiq.,  of  King's  Bromley,  in  -.■..< 

"   ■  the  county  of  Stafford. 

She  died  1st  April,  MDccxctv.,  aged  70.  •'  ';  :''■>■'  . 

Sir  Lister  died  without  i^sue  Mh  April,  MDccLXi.,  aged  50.  ,.  ,.     , 

.  '■■'-■  ■    <.^"    '  -     .  Hii  real  estates,  after  the  death  of 

!_ .  \  .      .,  Charles,  his  surriring  brother,  ■  :..  ■  ■ 

he  entailed  3uct?e3siTely  on  Heneage  Lejge,  Esq.,  and  Lewis  Bagot,  Bishop  of  St. 

Asaph,  '        '■'        ' 

Nephews  of  his  first  wife, 
■  '    ■'  and  W'riothesly  Digby.  Es<^.,  of  ^leriden,  in  thij  county, 

'"''  l- ,  on  £uluTe  of  whose  respective  issue  he  gave  the  some  to  his  own  right  heirs  for  - ■■  '■  "- 

ever.  ■      ,•;,.,    ■,_■ 

This  monument  was  erected  mdccicit., 
•'  ,.^,1      .-..,.  "3  a  memorial  of  his  nrtues,  '      '- "        .'  ."•' 

'         ■  '■  and  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  his  Widow,  ,    ,    .   .. 

,_;  by  her  affectionate  sister, 

.  Elizabeth  Newton.  '•'  ^  '. .  ■ib.i.-i:       .  ; 

XXT.— Sis  CHAELES  HOLTE  succeeded  his  brother.  The  history  of  the  earlier  portion 
of  his  life  has  been  already  given.  The  Family  narrative  is  therefore  taken  up  from  the  time  of 
his  succeeding  to  the  ritle.  The  first  circumstance  of  general  interest  in  which  Sir  Charles  took 
part  Tvas  in  1774,  when  at  the  general  election  he  was  proposed  as  a  candidate  to  represent  the 
comity  of  Warwick  in  the  House  of  Commons.  As  the  circumstances  of  the  contest  were  rather 
peculiar,  a  more  detailed  account  may  be  given  than  would  otherwise  be  required-  The  object  of 
the  contest  was  the  influence  of  Birmingham  and  the  northern  portion  of  the  county  over  the 
southern,  which  had  hitherto  returned  the  two  members ;  and  it  was  considered  that  the  great 
manufacturing  district  of  the  county  ought  to  have  a  fair  share  in  the  representation.  There  was  no 
objection  to  the  return  of  iLr.  Skip  with,  one  of  the  old  members;  but  to  the  return  of  ilr.,  atterwards 
Sir  John,  Mordaunt,  there  was  a  decided  dislike.  This  gentleman,  who  sought  to  supply  his  father's 
place,  was  a  Gentleman  of  the  Bedchamber;  and  this  only  increased  the  desire  of  the  manufacturing 
interest  to  be  represented  by  an  unbiassed  country  gentleman,  instead  of  a  courtier.  The  popular 
cry,  therefore,  of  "Holte  and  Independence,"  it  will  be  at  once  apparent,  was  not  an  unmeaning  one. 
The  office,  too,  which  ilr.  Mordaunt  unfortunately  held,  afforded  scope  for  the  artistic  abilities  of 
some  of  his  opponents;  but  the  caricatures,  however  much  they  might  be  relished  at  the  time,  were 
certainly  not,  as  examples  of  the  modest  in  art,  to  be  commended.  The  nomination  took  place  at 
Warwick,   on   the   13th  of  October,    and   the    popular  feeling   in  the  county  town   was   certainly,  if  the 
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statements  of  the  Mordannt  party  may  ho  relied  on.  in  favour  of  their  caniliilate.  The  voting 
commenced  on  Thui'sday.  the  20th,  and  at  the  close  of  the  day,  ^Ir.  Mordaunt  had  polled  "JOT  votes, 
and  Sir  Charles  only  164.*  On  the  foUo-uTng  day,  Mr.  Mordauut's  success  -svas  yet  more  marked, 
the  numbers  being — Mordaunt,  7SS ;  Hi'lte.  -303.  Xor  ilid  the  Satimlay  improve  Sir  Cliiudes's 
prospects,  for  his  opponent  still  gaiiieil  i:round,  Mordaunt  ha^•ing  polled  l.llju,  and  Ilolte  'JoU.  On 
the  Monday,  the  numbers  were — Mordaunt,  1,49S ;  Holte,  1,187 ;  on  the  day  follo^-ing,  a  strong 
effort  was  made  to  reduce  the  majority,  and  it  was  successfid.  Sir  Charles  havinj];  polled  12S  votes 
more  than  his  opponent  on  that  day,  the  numbers  being — Mordaunt.  l,-370  ;  Holte,  1,3S7.  On  the 
"Wednesday  the  exertions  of  the  preceiUng  day  were  successfully  renewed,  and  the  majority  was  beaten 
down  to  61 — Mordaunt,  1,61G  ;  Ilolte,  l.-joo.  Great  was  the  interest  with  which  the  foUowing  day's 
poUing  was  regarded.  The  chances  of  the  final  issue  were  calculated ;  the  number  of  voters  yet 
tinpoUed  for  the  respective  candidates  anxiously  examined ;  and  aU  the  circumstances  affecting  the 
contest  fully  taken  into  the  account.  Judging  from  the  excitement  that  prevailed,  the  fate  of  a 
dynasty  or  an  empire  might  have  been  at  stake.  But  it  was  a  county  election,  and  what  Englishman 
ever  viewed  such  an  event  with  indifference  in  his  own  locality '?  Those  little  printed  missives, 
containing  the  "  state  of  the  poU,"  though  dingv"  with  the  weight  of  nearly  fourscore  years,  have 
still  a  power  to  stir  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  Warwickshh-e,  and  have  excited  in  our  minds,  as 
we  have  looked  on  them,  an  interest  which  graver  mattere  of  a  much  more  recent  d;ite  would  have 
failed  to  inspire.  On  the  Thiu'sday — the  seventh  day  of  the  contest — notwithstanding  all  efforts  to 
the  contrary,  Sir  Charles  stiU  g-ained  on  his  opponent,  the  numbers  being — Mordaunt,  1,678 ; 
Holte,  1,662 ;  majority  16.  Though  the  constituency  was  nearly  polled  out,  neither  party  relaxed 
their  exertions,  but  the  star  of  Sir  Charles  was  in  the  ascendant,  and  the  Friday's  poUing  showed — 
for  Holte,  1,746 ;  Mordaunt,  1,736 ;  majority  for  Holte,  10.  In%igoratcd  by  their  success,  the 
"  Independence "  supporters  strained  every  nerve,  and  the  Saturday's  return  gave — Holte,  1,818 ; 
Mordaunt,  1,764 ;  majority,  54.  Mr.  ilordaunt,  however,  would  not  yet  acknowledge  his  defeat, 
and  continued  the  contest  on  the  tenth  day — Monday,  the  31st, — but  to  no  effect.  The  final  close 
gave  the  numbers — Skipwith,  2,954  ;  Holte,  1,845 ;  Mordaunt,  1,787 ;  majority  for  Sir  Charles 
Holte,  58.  After  the  declaration  of  the  numbers,  the  two  knights  of  the  shire  were  chaired  at 
"Warwick,  and  Sir  Charles  made  his  public  entry  into  Birmingham  on  "Wednesday,  the  2nd  of 
November,  "  and  notwithstanding,"  as  the  Mordaunt  chronicler  states,  forgetting,  in  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  moment,  his  duty  to  his  party,  "  the  amazing  concourse  of  persons  assembled  on  this  joyful 
occasion,  the  public  peace  was  preserved  in  such  a  manner  as  will  reflect  eternal  honour  on  the 
inhabitants  of  Birmingham."  Amid,  says  the  same  authority,  "  every  mark  of  respect  and  attention 
■which  could  be  paid  by  a  generous  and  free  people  to  an  independent  representative,"  Sir  Charles 
was  conducted  to  the  Swan  Hotel,  where  '•  the  entertainment  provided  for  biTn  by  the  freeholders 
was  elegant  and  well-conducted ; "  and  after  this  festival  was  concluded,  he  was  escorted  to  his 
residence   at   Erdington,    amid   the   loud   and   hearty   congratulations   of  his   zealous   friends.  •!• 

On  the  10th  of  September,  1775,  the  marriage  articles  of  Sir  Charles's  only  child,  Mary 
Elizabeth,  with  Abraham  Bracebridge,  Esq.,  of  Atherstone,  were  signed,  and  on  the  12th  of  the 
same  month,  the  marriage  was  solemnized  at  St.  Michael's,  Lichfield,  Sir  Charles  then  residing  near 
to  that  city,  at  Frceford  Hall,  which  he  rented  of  E.  Dyott,  Esq.,  (Aston  Hall  and  Park  being 
occupied  by  the  Dowager  Lady  Holte,  under  Sir  Lister's  will,)  but  he  stiU  kept  up  Erdington  Hall, 
where   he   built   the   large   room.        Miss  Holte's   fortune   was   ,£20,000. 

•  Hutton,  in  the  -work  before  adverted  to,  under  date  October  20th.  177-t,  baa  the  following : — "  Rode  with  my  son 
to  Warwick,  to  vote,  at  my  own  eipenae,  tor  Sir  Charles  Holte,  as  member  lor  the  county.  The  only  time  I  ever  did, 
or  will,   vote   for   a   member   of  a   self-interested   Parliament,   who   only   merit   the   disapprobation   of  the   people." 

t  The   feeling   is   shown   by    the    numbers    polled    in    the   towns   in   the   ricinity    of  Sir   Charles's  residence: — Astoii: — 

Holte,    l:i4.;      Mordaunt,    8;      Birmmsham  :— Holte,    :3(J(J ;     .ilordaunt,    39;      SuttoQ   Cotdficld :— Holte,  1LI7  ;      Mordaunt,   :i ; 

Tamworth : — Holte,  lOU;  Mordaunt,  4.  In  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  however,  the  feeling  was  very  strong  in  favour 
of  Mordaunt. 
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The    aftairs    uf    Sii-    Li-tLT    wore    uot    settled    without    a    Chancury    suit.  By    a    divree.    thitoj 

March  loth,  177-5,  "  Lei;L:i.\  Ba;:ot,  and  Diu'hy,  ;■.  Sir  I'harks  Ilolte  and  vnt\\  Daiue  Sarah  Holte, 
John  New-ton,  Fottiplaic  Xott,  Elizabeth  Xinvtiui,  Maiy  C'athorinc  C'artTVTi;;lit,  ilan,"  Ehzabeth 
Bracehridge,  (by  hor  gnardian.)  and  Akxandor  Jr-xin.  (tnistoc  for  Lady  Anno  Uolto, )'"  the  will 
of  Sii-  Lister  was  declared  well  proved,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  estabhshed  and  the  trusts 
pertbnned;  and  it  was  refeixed  to  3Ir.  Leeds,  one  of  the  mastci-s,  to  take  an  account  of  the  testator's 
personal  estate  received  by  the  defendants.  It  was  also  fuither  dcclai-ed  that  Sii-  Chai-les  should  be 
admitted  a  creditor  for  the  two  separate  sums  of  £4.000  and  £0,000.  On  the  22nd  of  lliirch,  1779, 
a  report  was  made  by  the  master,  stating  the  total  debts  of  Sir  Lister  to  be  £14,192  19s.  0|d. ; 
and  the  deficiency  to  be  £13,S0-5  17s.  7id.  The  debts  due  to  Sii-  Charles  were  recited  as  follows: — 
By  indenture  of  settlement  of  May  26th,  1720,  £4.0U0  ;  bond  fi-om  testator,  dated  Api-il  10th,  1763, 
£6,000,  and  interest  from  April  1st,  1770 ;  and  for  principal  and  interest,  £2,153  5s.  lid.  After 
this  the  suit  appears  to  have  languished,  but  was  re\-ived  in  1785,  and  continued  in  1786, 
Mrs.   Bracebridge   recovering   the   amount    due   to   her   father,    who   had   died  in   1782. 

The  portrait  of  Sir  Charles  depicts  him  as  a  man  of  a  calm  and  amiable  character,  not  without 
a  certain  dignity,  softened  by  the  ui-banity  and  gentleness  of  an  old  EngUsh  coimtn,-  gentleman. 
Of  Lady  Holte,  Eomney  painted  a  good  pictui-e,  and  an  excellent  hkeness.  She  sits  erect,  with  a 
somewhat  severe  expression  of  countenance,  in  which  taleut  and  determination  are  the  leading 
characteristics.  She  retains  the  remains  of  what  must  have  been  beauty  and  livehncss  in  youth, 
mingled  with  the  ilignity  of  a  lady  who  coidd  well  understand  and  ably  defend  her  own  rights. 
Romney  has  also  left  a  fine  picttu-e  of  the  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  and  Lady  Holte — Mrs.  Bracebiid^e, 
with  her  daughter.  She  must  have  sat  for  this  picttu-e  in  about  her  twenty-seventh  year.  The 
style  of  beauty,  both  of  form  and  complexion,  is  that  of  a  high-bred  Englishwoman,  and  the  sweetness 
of  expression  is  by  no  means  distui'bed  by  the  sharp  but  delicate  outUne  of  the  mouth,  and  an 
evident  power  of  quick  perception  and  lively  foehng.  The  child  is  most  admii-ably  given,  and  the 
beautiful  eyes  and  rounded  features  still  bear  a  resemblance  to  the  original,  the  lady  of 
"W.  H.  Bracebridge,  Esq.  The  whole  of  these  "  household  treasures "  grace  the  collection  of 
Mr.   Bracebridge,    at    Athcrstone.  . 

Sir  Charles  made  his  will  December  27th,  1779.  In  it  he  describes  himself  as  of  Erdington 
Hall,  never  having  been  in  possession  of  the  Family  mansion.  He  bequeaths  to  his  widow  aU  his 
jewels,  books,  &c.,  for  life ;  after  her  death,  to  his  daughter ;  and  afterwards  to  his  grandchild  or 
children ;  all  the  furniture  of  his  house  in  London,  and  at  Brereton  and  Erdington  Halls,  the  ^vine, 
horses,  coaches,  fanning  stock,  and  pictures,  and  all  that  should  come  to  him  after  the  death  of  the 
dowager  relict  of  Sir  Lister,  by  the  wiU  of  the  latter,  to  his  widow.  Dame  Ann ;  all  the  remaining 
property,  personal  and  real,  being  directed  to  be  sold,  the  iuterest  arising  from  the  proceeds  to  be 
paid  to  his  widow,  for  life ;  at  her  decease,  to  ilrs.  Bracebridge,  for  life ;  and  after  her  decease,  to 
Miss  Mary  Holte  Bracebridge,  her  daughter,  till  she  was  twenty-one,  or  should  marry,  and  then  the 
principal  was  to  -be  paid  to  her.  "  And  I  desire  that  my  said  son-in-law,  Abraham  Bracebridge,  the 
younger,  Esquire,  and  his  iasue  by  his  present  wife,  the  said  ilary  Elizabeth  Bracebridge,  my  daughter, 
do  and  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  my  decease,  by  Act  of  Parhament  or  otherwise, 
take  upon  himself  or  themselves,  and  use  the  surname  of  Holte  instead  of  Bracebridge."  The 
executors  were  Abraham  Bracebridge,  and  Richard  Geast,  of  Blyth  HaU,  Warwickshire ;  but  the 
will  was  proved  by  Mr.  Bracebridge  alone,  in.  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Cauterbuiy,  on  the  26th  of 
March,    1782. 

Sir  Charles  died  at  his  residence,  Xo.  6,  Portman  Square,  London,  on  Tuesday,  the  12th  of 
March,  1782.  His  remains  were  conveyed  from  London,  and  on  Sunday,  the  24th,  arrived  at  Castle 
Bromwich,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  were  interred  at  xVston.  the  funeral  ceremony  being 
witnessed   by   a   vast   concourse   of  people   collected   from   all   parts   of  the   adjacent   country. 
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A  feeling  of  sadness  comes  over  the  mind  at  the  thouijht  of  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  tmdcr 
circumstances  so  widulr  different  from  those  of  his  ance<toi-s.  Instead  of  breatliius:  his  last  in  the 
halls  of  his  forefathers,  he  died  away  ti'oin  all  those  scenes  hallowed  hy  a  thousand  tender  recoUeotions. 
Instead  of  being  followed  to  the  grave  by  a  numerous  cir-cle  of  attached  relatives,  there  were  none 
to  mourn  his  loss,  or  cherish  his  memory,  save  a  widow  and  an  only  daughter ;  and  he  died  with 
the  sad  consciousness  that  those  who  had  no  moral  claim  would  succeed  to  that  estate  which  had 
once  been  his.  Truly,  it  was  a  fitting  time,  in  the  solemn  gloom  of  a  March  midnight,  to  consiijn 
to  his  final  resting  place  the  last  representative  of  a  long  ancestral  line ;  and  the  solemnity  of  the 
hour  and  the  scene,  doubtlessly,  spoke  to  many  a  heart  of  the  evanescence  of  things  earthlv ;  while, 
it  may  also  be  hoped,  the  approaching  season  of  spring  would  remind  many  a  spectator  of  the  time 
when  this  corruprible  shall  put  on  iucomiption,  and  this  mortal  immortality,  and  the  bodies  of  the 
righteous  be  raised  to   flourish  in  eternal  bloom. 

On   the   death   of  Sir  Charles   the  Family  title   became   extinct.       His   widow   survived   htm.    and 

by   her   was   erected   a   mural    monument   to  his  memory,   near  that  of  his  ancestor,   Edward,  who  died 

in   1592.       The   following  is  the  inscription : — 

Sacred  .'■::.'  .■'  ■■.•■■•„         'i 

to  the  memon-  of 
i   >    j,i  .  ■  Sir   CnATiLzs   Holte.   Bart., 

who,  after  a   decline  of  three  years,  -"'' :  '  ' 

-      -'  which  he  bore  with   the  greatest   patieuce  and  resignation, 

.,.,;■_      •■   '.  departed  this  life  the  12th  of  ilarch,  17S2,  "  ' 

Aged  60  vears.  .  . .     ■        .. 

■"';'-'■■  Sir  Charles   was   the   second   son   of  Sir   Cleoburr   Holte,   Bart. 

He   married,    in    \7o').    Ann,    the  dau;htcr   of  Pudicv   .lesson,   Esq.,   and   left   oolv    one  child, 

^larj'  Elizabeth,   the   heireis   of  this    l-'amLlT.    married,    in    177j,   to  ■  -. 

::.'■[''.:  Abraham   BracebriJje,   of  Atherstone,    Esq.         B_v   the   will   of  her   uncle, 

,  Sir   Lister   Ilolte,    Bart,    the    lar^re   estates   in   this   countv,   and   other   valuable  ■    ■ 

possessions,  were  alienated,   and  his  niece,  then   an  inl'ant,  deprived  of  the  ..^  • 

patriinonv  of  her  ancestors. 
This    monutnent    marks    the    hallowed   spot    where    the    remains    of  a    beloved  ■     '. 

and   revered   friend    are   deposited ;     but   it    cannot    represent    the    unutterable    grief  .      - 

occasioned  by  his  death,  or  convey  an  adeq\iate  idea  of  her  gratitude,  who 
twenty-seven   years   experienced   all   the   happmess 
'  "'-■«-'l       '''  •.•    '  '  that   the   most   indulgent   and   alii;ctionate 

husband  could  bestow. 

This  high-spirited   lady   died   on   the    14th   of  March,    1799,    aged   sixty-five,    and   was   buried  by 

the   side   of  her   husband.       By   her   will,    dated   the   3rd  of  Xovember,    1796,    and   proved   the    5th  of 

July,    1799,    she    left    all    her    property    to    her    daughter,    Mrs.    Bracebridge,    with    remainder    to    her 

grand-daughter.  Ifo    menrion    is    made    of    her    grandson,    the    present    Mr.    Bracebridge,    as    that 

gentleman   was   not   bom   till   the    19th  of  March,   1799 — five   days   after   her   decease.        On   the   floor 

of  the   aisle   of  the   church   is   a   slab   bearing   the   following   inscription: —        ,.r..!.(  ,;    <•„     -j 

In  a  vaolt  .'    '-'-'■'     ''■     -'    ''-         .-"■ 

beneath  this   marble    rest  . .       .        ,  ,    ,  ■  .■,.-:  _ .  . 

i-'"l  '     '  the  remains  of  ,  ..         i.      .  ' 

';,  ,  Sir    Chaeles   Holte,    Bart.,  ,    ■  r,  ;       r"--'' 

and  Diiix  A>->-,  his  wife.  .   , 

■ '■'■  On  the  a4jacent  wall  of  this   Chtirch 

she    catised    a    monument    to    be    erected  ,     ^  ,;  .      ;.   • 

i- 'd  ''^'    •     ••'       ■•  -^''-  to  perpetuate   the   memory    of 

-;     ,  '. ,,if.      \  \     •!      ,  ,•     '    ,  the  best  of  husbands.  '  v        ■     .  v. 

'"''     ■■  '.'  She  died  on  the   14th  of  Jlarch,   1799, 

.A- .1- ■     ■   .      ■   'J.-''-  Aged  65,  having  survived  her   irreparable  loss 

seventeen  years. 

The  acute  and  accomplished  Eichnrd  Lovell  Edgeworth,  in  his  interesting  memoirs  of  himself, 
(toL  1,  p.  380,)  describes  Lady  Holte  as  "a  woman  of  much  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  of  great 
firmness  of  character."  He  married,  for  his  third  wife.  Miss  Elizabeth  Sneyd,  who  was  intimate  with 
Lady  Holte. 

Mrs.  Bracebridge  had  two  children — Mary  Holte,  bom  June  22nd,  1776,  who  married,  at 
Mancetter,    (the    parish    church    of   Atherstone,)    on    December    Sth,    1803,     her    first    cousin,     Walter 
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Henry   Bracchridge,    Esq.,    of  Morville   House,    in    the   coxinty   of  Wanrick,   (both    beini^   now    alive;) 
and   Charles  Holte,    bom  March   19th,    170'J.        ilrs.  BracebriJge   was  buried  at  Mancetter,  a  tablet  to 

her  memory   bearing    the    following   inscription: —  "  ,;- 

In  memory  of 
.  :.,        -■  SIaht   Elizjuieth,  ■■:■■.. 

"Wife   of  Abraham  Braeebrid^e,  Erq.,  of  Atherstone  Hall,  ,  ^ 

■''''-'  in   tbii  paris'.i.  " 

She   was   the  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Holte,  Bart.,   of  Aston,  and 
■"     ■     ■  ,,  Dame   Anne.    (PuJsey   Jejson,)    of   L:\ncley.    in   this   county. 

.     ,      ,  '  She   died  on   the   •Jtth   of  April.    1S19.   ased   t32.        ' 

y~- .;,    -    -'    ■    '■  '  ^V'ith   an   understamlinj   hi;;lily    cultivated,  .•  .  .. 

...,ji,  and   pretensions    of  every   kind   to    biijher   rank   in   life,  >  ;- 

she  preferred  the  social   comforts   of  a  private  home, 
,     ',  which   she   adorned    by   every    Christian   virtue.  '• 

She   enjoyed   the   gifts   of   Proridence   with    thankfulness   and   humility,  .         .^^, 

was  patient  under  sutienug,  and  kissed  the   rod  of  atdiccion. 

,;..,:  ■  Her  strong   and  digumed   mind  ■   •     :■  '  ■    , 

was  contrasted  by  the  amiable  qualities  of  the  heart. 

She   was   ad'ectionate   to   her   family, 

kind  to   her  friends,    and    good   to   all. 

The  present  Mr.  Bracebridge  married,  in  March,  1824,  Selina,  daughter  of  "WLUiam  ilills,  Esq. 
of  Bisteme,  Hants.  He  is  an  active  magistrate  for  the  counties  of  "Warwick  and  Leicester,  and 
Deputy-Lieutenant  for  the  former  county ;  and  a  warm  friend  of  literature,  art,  and  science.  TTin 
tastes  are  indicated  by  the  fact  of  his  hanng  for  some  time  had  a  residence  in  the  vicinitT  of  the 
world-renowned  Athens.  Some  of  the  sketches  made  by  his  lady,  of  mined  Grecian  temples  and 
objects  of  antiquarian  interest,  exhibited  at  the  exposirions  for  the  benetit  of  local  societies  are 
of  a  high  order  of  merit.  She  also  adomed,  with  texts  of  Scripture,  the  walls  of  the  chapel  of  the 
English  embassy  at  Athens.  To  Mi'.  Bracebridge  we  have  been  deeply  indebted  for  a  verr  larf^e 
portion  of  the  matter  contained  in  many  of  these  pages.  With  a  kiadness,  courtesy,  and  patience 
that  could  not  have  been  exceeded,  he  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  elucidate  every  obscure  or 
doubtful  point ;  and  by  the  confidence  he  has  generously  reposed,  in  the  loan  of  documents  and 
pedigrees  of  the  most  important  and  valuable  character,  as  well  as  other  papers,  he  has  conferred 
literary   obligarions   beyond   our   power   to    discharge. 

Mr.  Bracebridge's  father,  Abraham  Bracebridge,  Esq.,  was  the  elder  son  (and  soon  after  his 
marriage  the  successor)  of  Abraham  Bracebridge,  Esq.,  of  Atherstone  Hall,  Warwickshire,  where  as 
well  as  at  Brercton  Hall,  Cheshire,  he  subsequently  generally  resided.  In  the  first  year  of  this 
century  he  raised  a  voluiiteer  corps  at  Atherstone,  and  in  1808  served  the  office  of  Hi-^h  Sheriff  for 
the  county.  He  died  at  Atherstone,  August  21st,  1832.  The  Bracebridge  Family  was  founded  in 
this  county  by  Peter  de  Bracebrigg,  Lord  of  Bracebrigg,  on  the  Eiver  Witham,  in  Lincohishire 
■who,  about  1100,  married  Amicia,  daughter  of  Osbert  de  Arden,  and  grand-daughter  of  Turchill 
de  Arden,  Earl  of  Warwick  in  the  time  of  the  Confessor.  TurchiU  was  a  man  of  great  importance 
as  Dugdale  shows,  and  descended  in  a  right  line  from  Eeynbum,  son  of  Guy,  Earl  of  Warwick,  by 
his  wife,  Leonetta,  daughter  of  King  Ethelstan,  and  great  grand-daughter  of  King  Alfred.  With 
Amicia,  Peter  de  Bracebrigg  inherited  Kingsbury,  an  ancient  residence  of  the  Kings  of  Mercia,  which 
had  descended  to  Turchill,  and  here  the  Bracebridges  held  their  principal  residence  till  the  6th  of 
Elizabeth,  when  the  manor  was  sold  to  the  Caves  and  Willoughbys,  a  rent  charge  of  £42  being 
reserved,  which  is  still  paid- 
After  this  period  the  Bracebridge  Family  was  divided  into  two  branches,  the  elder  of  which 
soon  became  extinct.  The  second  again  formed  two  branches:  the  elder  settled  at  Lindley  in 
Leicestershire,  and  rebuilt  the  manor  house ;  and  the  younger  purchased  the  Atherstone  estate  and 
hall,  late  a  friary.  Both  these  transactions  took  place  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  but 
as  the  last  of  the  Lindley  line  died  in  1786,  de\'ising  his  estate  to  two  nieces,  who  married  into 
the  families  of  Abney  and  Heming,  the  Atherstone  branch  is  the  only  one  remaining  of  the  Family. 
Mr.  Bracebridge   had  a  son  and  daughter;     the   Litter   married  Walter  Henry,    the    son   of  his  brother 
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Walter ;  the  foimer  is  the  present  owner  of  Athcrstone.  The  only  other  member  of  the  Family  now- 
alive  is  H;irriet  .\nne,  Mrs.  Oglo,  sister  of  Mr.  Walter  Ilemy  Bracebridge.  The  Family  anus  are — 
Vaire,  argent  and  sable,  a  i'esse  giiles.      Crest — a  st;iff  ragule,  argent.      Motto  —  "Be  as  God  is-ill." 

Sir  Eobert  Holte,  as  vrill  be  seen  by  reference  to  a  former  page,  had  four  sous  by  his  second 
wife,  all  of  whom,  according  to  Collins,  died  without  issue.  There  are  parties,  however,  who 
claim   descent    from   Edwai'd,    the    younger   son,    and   to   them   we   now   advert. 

The  most  diligent  search  has  failed  to  discover  any  record  relative  to  the  births  of  any  of 
Sir  Eobert's  children.  From  his  grandfather's  will  he  appears  to  have  been  married  to  his  second  wife 
as  early  as  1C50,  so  that  some  of  his  children  would  be  bom  during  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth. 
No  record,  however,  appears  at  Aston  of  any  of  them  ha\-ing  been  there  baptized ;  and  after  the 
Eestoration,  being  a  member  of  Parliament,  he  would  probably  reside  chiefly  in  London ;  but  all 
investigations  among  the  metropolitan  regLstei-s  have  been  fruitless.  Xeithcr  has  the  most  unwearied 
search  sufficed  to  show  that  Sii-  Eobert  made  any  will.  He  was  buried  on  the  3rd  of  October,  1679, 
little  more  than  three  montLs  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  so  that  it  is  probable,  fi-om  the  shortness 
of  the  interval,  he  died  intestate.  "We  mention  these  circumstances  to  show  the  difficulties  attending 
the  case.  CoUins's  statement — positive  as  it  appears — is  by  no  means  to  be  relied  on :  he  gave  it 
as  he  received  it  from  Sir  Charles ;  but  as  the  latter  would  consider  his  brother  a  disgrace  to  the 
Family,    he   would   pass   him   over   in   the   briefest   manner. 

This  (supposed)  Edward — probably  fi'om  his  acquaintance  with  William  Hemings,  of  Worcester, 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  (who  married  Elizabeth,  the  elder  daughter  of  Sir  Eobert) — 
embraced  the  opinions  held  by  that  body.  In  the  month  of  JanuaiT,  1G92 — the  same  year  as  his 
sister's  marriage — he  wedded,  at  the  Friends'  Meeting,  at  Dudley,  ^lary  Ilomblower,  of  Hales  Owen. 
TTia  place  of  residence  was  at  Brierley  Hill,  where  he  canied  on  business  as  a  coal  and  iron  master. 
From  the  Court  EoUs  of  the  Manor  of  Cradlcy,  it  appears  that  at  a  Coui-t  Baron  held  the  21st  of 
October,  16S5,  (the  year  after  he  was  stated  by  Collins  as  alive,)*  John  Wheeler  and  Elenore  his 
wife  surrendered  certain  houses  and  lands  at  CracUey,  containing  in  all  sixteen  acres,  to  the  use  of 
Edward  Holt  and  his  heirs  for  ever ;  a  Ufo  interest  in  one  of  the  houses  being  reser\'ed  to  one 
Elizabeth  Cole.  The  fine  paid  amounted  to  <£12.  He  was  buried  at  the  Friends'  Meeting  House, 
at  Stourbridge,  in  1714,  being  about  fifty  years  of  age,  leaving  two  children — Mary,  bom 
October  9th,  1G93,  married  to  James  Compson ;  and  Edward,  bom  1695.  The  name  of  the  daughter 
is  inserted  in  the  Friends'  books,  at  Stourbridge,  but  not  that  of  the  son.  *  From  the  Court  EoUs 
of  the  Manor  of  Bewdley,  however,  it  appears  that,  in  1718,  Edward  Holt,  with  Mary  Holt,  widow, 
his  mother,  mortgaged  the  whole  of  the  property  to  Joseph  Palmer,  of  Hagley,  gent. ;  and  in  the 
same  roUs  for  1721,  the  payment  of  the  mortgage  by,  and  re-surrender  of  the  property  to,  this 
Edward,  are  recorded.  He  lived  at  Cradley  Manor  House,  which  formed  part  of  the  purchase  by 
his  father  in  168-5  ;  and  married  Elizabeth  Cox,  of  the  Lye  Waste,  on  the  6th  of  September,  1720. 
Bred  up  in  the  tenets  of  the  Friends,  he  resolutely  adhered  to  them  through  life,  and  firmly  withstood 
the  offers  of  Sir  Lister  (with  whom  he  was  on  visiting  terms)  to  conform  to  the  Church  of  England. 
He  never  had  any  of  his  children  baptized,  notvrithstanding  Sir  Listers  strong  solicitarions,  who,  ia 
a  frolic,  obtained  possession  for  a  short  time  of  one  of  the  younger  daughters,  whom  he  caused  to 
be  baptized  by  the  name  of  Sobieski !  In  1746,  it  appears  by  the  Bewdley  Court  Eolls,  he 
surrendered  the  property  to  the  uses  specified  in  his  will ;  and  dying  in  1767,  was  buried  at  the 
Friends'  Meeting  House,  in  Stourbridge.  His  wife  survived  him,  and  in  the  year  last  mentioned 
she  was  admitted  tenant  of  the  property,  according  to  the  wiU  of  her  late  husband,  the  fine  paid 
being  £18.  The  property  was  ultimately  disposed  of  in  1776.  This  gentleman  had  a  family  of 
three   sons — Joseph,   Edward,   and  John ;     and   six   daughters — Anne,   Sarah,   ilary,   Elizabeth,   Sobieski, 

•  The    point    to    be    established,    of   course,    is,    as    to   the    identity    of  the    Edward   Holte,    son   of  Sir  Robert,    with 
Edward  Holt,   of  Brierley  Hill.        This   has   not  yet   been   proved. 
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and  Taue.  Of  tho  sons,  Jos.'ph  had  a  sou  and  daushtcr.  who  both  diod  young.  John,  the  younger 
son,  hkul  a  numorous  issue.  Edward,  the  second  son,  bora  in  IT-iS,  lived  m  Bimiiugham,  and  was 
engaged  with  his  brother  in  the  spade  manufacture  at  CnuUey  Forge.  lie  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  late  yii:  Ilutton ;  aud  it  was  thi'ough  misiuterpretiug  the  information  procured  from  him,  that 
the  historian  fell  into  the  strange  mistake  of  supposing  that  the  head  of  the  Family  was  originally 
a  blacksmith.  Zilr.  Ilolt  thed  in  ISOO,  lea\-iug  four  sous — John,  Edward,  Benjamin,  aud  Cornelius ; 
and  sis  daughters.  John  dying  without  issue,  Edward  became  the  representative  of  the  Family ; 
he  was  bom  in  1771,  aud  died  in  1831.  lea\ing  one  son,  Edward,  bom  in  1806,  (an  extensive 
wire  drawer  and  pin  manufacturer  in  Birmingham,)  and  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Sarah;  the 
former   now   li\"ing. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  refer  to  the  circumstance  that  the  parties  whose  history 
has  just  been  briefly  given,  acting  upon  the  idea  that  the  entail  had  never  been  legally  cut  off,  but 
supposing  (like  nutton  and  others)  that  no  fine  had  over  been  levied,  and  that  the  disposition  of 
the  estate  was  entirely  dependent  on  Sir  Lister's  wHl,  made  great  exertions,  by  examinations  of 
registers  and  wills,  and  other  means,  to  obtain  the  necessary  evidence  in  support  of  their  claim ; 
and  it  was  not  till  1S49  that  they  became  aware  of  the  deed  of  the  30th  of  June,  1742,  an  abstract 
of  the  contents  of  which  has  already  been  given.  Immediately  on  obtaining  this  information, 
Mr.  Holt  submitted  the  case  to  the  opinion  of  counsel,   by  whom  the  following  reply  was  returned : — 

"  Sir  Li?t-=r  Holte  bein;;  in  possession  of  the  fee,  and  of  full  age,  I  am  inclined  to  think  he  was  lestdlr  entitled  to 
sue  a  flue  for  the  purpose  of  a  recovery,  aud  the  consent  of  his  brother  Charles,  at  the  time  a  minor,  was  not  legally 
necessarr. 

"  Provided  the  entail  has  bcoa  Iryilly  cut  off,  Sir  Lister  Holte  could  leave  the  property  to  whom  he  pleased,  which 
he  appears  to  have  done;  and  the  failure  of  the  male  lieirs  to  uliom  the  devise  was  made  according  to  his  will,  entitled 
the  right  heirs  of  Sir  Lifter  to  the  property  ;  and  as  the  male  heirs  are  not  named,  but  heirs  general,  Mrs.  Bracebridge, 
being   the   next   and   nearest   m   blood,    1   believe    would   come   in.' 

This  opinion,  so  dearly  stating  the  case,  of  course  decided  the  matter ;  and  whatever  claim 
j^Ir.  Holt  may  have  to  the  Baronetcy,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  property  was  la^i'ully  alienated. 
"We  may  remark  that  ilr.  Holt  has  in  his  possession  three  hatchments,  on  panel,  that  have  descended 
from  the  fii-st  Edward ;  but  they  are  not  the  arms  of  any  family  registered  in  the  Hei-alds'  College ; 
neither   are   they   good   heraldry,    the   blazonry   being   in   some   particidars   incorrect. 

Numerous  persons  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brierley  Hill  and  Cradley  claim  affinity  to  the 
FamUy,  and  one  person  at  Tipton  has  acquired  some  notoriety  by  his  proceedings.  There  are  also 
other  parties  at  Abbots  Bromley,  and  in  Derbyshire,  who  declare  themselves  to  be  the  "  right  heirs," 
and  a  gentleman  in  the  county  of  iliddlesex  also  asserts  his  right  to  the  title; — but  in  no  case 
have   we   been   furnished   with   any   information  which   tends   to   prove   the   relationship. 

On    the    death    of    Sir    Charles    Holte,    in    1782,    the    estates,    according    to    the    settlement    in 

Sir  Lister's   will,    reverted    to   ilr.   Hencage  Legge,    but   that   gentleman    had   no   issue,    and    the   same 

remark  applies  to  Mr.  Digby,   the  third  party  nominated  in  the  wiU.       The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  who 

•was   placed   second,    died,    -without   issue,    in   1802.         Mrs.  Bracebridge   was   consequently   heir  at  law. 

On   the   security   of  this   reversion    her   husband   raised    large    sums    of    money,   which,    in   consequence 

of  his   bad  success   in   the   working   of  a  patent   for   the   manufacture   of  soap,   and   from  other  causes, 

he   was   unable   to   discharge,   and  he  had,   in  consequence,   become  so   seriously  embarrassed,   that  after 

various    agreements    from    time    to    time,    an    indenture    was    entered    into    between    Heneage    Legge, 

"Wriothesley   Digby,    Abraham    and    Mary   Elizabeth    Bracebridge,    and   others,    in   which    "  after  taking 

notice  of  the  said  will  of  the  said  Sir  Lister  Holte,  and  that  neither  of  them   the  said  Heneage  Legge 

and  "Wriothesley  Digby  had,  and  that  it  was  not  probable  that  either  of  them  would  have  any  issue,"  • 

it  was  recited  that 

"  Unless  some  arrangement  could  be  made  with  the  tenants  for  life  of  the  said  estates,  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  sell   the  said  reversion,  in  order  to  satisfy,  so  tor  as  the  purchase  money  for  the   same  would  extend,   the  several 

•  Mr.  Legge  was  about  seventy,  aud  Mr.  Digby  seventy-two  years  of  age. 
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ilebts  oliargpd  upou  the  «iid  revcrsiou ;  a:ul  also  iwitiKi;  that  unJiT  the  oircuniataiioes  atbrejaid  it  had  been  agreed  between 
the  said  tenants  I'or  lil'e  of  tlie  said  estates  and  the  several  persona  mterested  in  the  ?aid  reversion  in  fee.  that  the  said 
estates  should  (subject  and  witliout  projudiee  to,  and  ■« about  m  anv  manner  arilvtini;  the  estates  in  tail  male  to  the  sons 
of  the  said  tenants  for  life)   be  apportioned  between  tbtiu  in  fee  suuple  in  possession  in  the  manner  alter  mentioned." 

An  Act  of  Parliament  being  necessary  to  confirm  this  indenture,  a  petition  was  presented  on 
the  3rd  of  March,  to  the  nouso  of  Lords,  for  a  bill ;  which  petition  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Baron  TTood  and  Mr.  Justice  Pai'k.  On  the  10th  of  June,  a  second  petition  was  presentcJ, 
setting  forth  that  the  Judges  ha-\-ing  been  on  circuit,  and  the  witnesses  to  prove  the  allegations  being 
numerous,  and  many  of  them  residing  in  places  very  distant  from  London,  the  petitioners  had  been 
unable  to  proceed  before  them  till  after  the  time  aOowed  by  the  House  for  bringing  in  reports  upon 
petitions  had  expired ;  that  the  Judges  had  gone  through  the  bill,  and  signed  the  report ;  and  prayin" 
their  Lordships  that,  in  consideration  of  the  circumstances  stated,  the  report  might  be  received.  This 
having  been  agreed  to,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  which  was  passed  on  the  3rd  of  July, 
and  sent  to  the  Commons.  On  the  7th,  ha-\-ing  gone  through  all  its  stages  in  the  Lower  House, 
it  was  returned  to  the  Lords,  and  received  the  assent  of  the  Piince  Eegent  on  the  10th.*  By  this 
indenture,  which  was  dated  May  Gth,  1S17,  it  was  "witnessed,  agreed,  and  declared"  that 
ilr.  Bracebridge's  interest  as  lessee  in  the  Brereton  estate  should  merge  in  the  inheritance ;  that  the 
fee  simple  of  the  hereditaments  in  schedule  A  should  be  vested  in  tnustees  therein  named  for  sale, 
to  pay  all  the  costs  or  sums  after  mentioned ;  that  the  fee  simple  in  schedule  B  should  be  vested  in 
Mr.  Legge  and  his  heu's,  free  from,  all  incimibrances,  except  fee-farm  and  quit-rents,  kc.  ;  that  the 
fee  simple  in  schedule  C  should,  subject  to  certain  mortgages,  and  the  charge  for  the  support  of  the 
Aston  alms-houses,  and  to  fee-farm  and  quit -rents,  kc,  be  vested  in  Mr.  Digby ;  that  schedules  D 
and  F  should  be  vested  in  trustees,  for  sale  ;  that  schedule  E  should  be  vested  in  Sir  William  Paxton, 
Sir  Chai-les  CockercU,  and  Charles  Greenwood,  Esq. ;  that  schedide  G-  should  be  vested  in 
"W.  "W.  Currey,  Esq.,  as  assignee  of  Walter  Henry  Bracebridge,  Esq. ;  that  schedule  H  should  be  vested 
in  Messrs.  Currey  and  Digby,  for  sale,  in  trust  for  Mrs.  Bracebridge ;  and  after  various  other 
recitals,  it  was  agreed  that  3Ir.  Legge  "should  hold  the  said  mansion  house  and  park  of  Aston,  and 
the  lands  then  held  by  him  therewith,  until  the  10th  day  of  October  then  next,  at  the  rent  of 
£500,"  he  defraying  all  the  taxes  and  other  outgoings  in  respect  of  the  same.  The  preamble  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament  confirming  the  indenture  concludes  with  divers  other  recitals  not  requiring 
special   notice,    after   which   it   was   enacted :  — 

1. — That  the  indenture  of  May  6th,  1S17,  be  confirmed. 

2. — That  the  manors,  ic,  in  the  schedules,  be  vested  in  trustees,   who  should   convey  them  to  the  persons,  and  in  the 

divisions   expressed   in   the  indenture. 
3. — To  facilitate  execution  of  the  trusts,   the  trustees  to  have  power  to  call   meetings  of  the   creditors. 
4. — No  commission   of  bankruptcy   to   disqualify   a  trustee. 

6. — On  death  or  removal  trom  the  kingdom  of  a  trustee,  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  on  petition,  to  appoint  a  new  trustee. 
6. — Act  not  to  affect   Eichard  Thornton,   who  was  in   Holland  at  the  time   of  its  passing,   till  he   should  give   his  consent 

by  writiBg  thereto ;    such  writing  to  be  enrolled  in  the   High  Court  of  Chancery  within  twelve  calendar  months 

after  the   passing  of  the  Act.f 
7. — Saving  clause. 
8. — ^Act  to  be  printed  by  the  King's  printers ;   a  printed  copy  to  be  admitted  as  evidence  by  all  judges,  justices,  and  others. 

The   following   are   the   contents   of  the   schedules   referred   to   in   the   Act : — 

A. — ^The  Aston  property,  containing  1.207a.  2e.  35p.,  the  rents  at  25th  March,  1817,  being  £3,109  Is. ;  and  the  Cheshire 

property,  l,279l.  Oe.  3p.,  rents,   £1,31-1  6i.  Id. 
B. — The  manors  of  Duddeston  and  XeoheLls,  advowson  of  Aston,  freehold  of  hamlet  of  Ashted,  Duddeston  Hall,  and  lands 

and  houses  let  on  lease   for  various  terms;    amounting,  in  the  whole,  to   7l)3i.  3e.   20p.,   rents,  £l,-to2    Is.  Sd. 
C. — Manor  of  Erdington   Hall,   one-fourth  of  manor  of  Bordesley,    Hay   lldl   Brook   House,   and  other   lands    in   Aston 

parish ;     manor    house,    mills,    pools,    and    lands    in    Sutton   Coldlield :      total   contents,   1,100a.   Oh.   31p.,  rents, 

£1,898  9s.  U. 

•  Journals   of   Hou.>e    of   Lords.    Vol.    LI.,    p.    72,   277,   280,    .347,    360,   37G,    399.        Journals   of   House   of   Commons, 
Vol.  LXXII.,    p.    416,    4.'5a,    lUO. 

t  By   deed  poll   of  July   23rd,    1817,   Mr.  Thornton  consented   to   the  Act,  and  on  the   26th  of  the   same  month  such 
consent    was   enrolled   in    Chaneen'.  .        . 
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D. — Manor  ainl  hall  of  Bren'ton,  cont.iininij  l.ll.':U.  Ig.  Sp..  let  on  lease  to  Mr.  Bracebriiiire :  total  contents, 
2.Si>"Ia.  Ob.  :!.'p..  rents.  .t-'.-'iOl  \'<s.  (At  toot  of  thi.<  sclieilule  is  mentioned  the  sum  of  i.'1.4'.)3  1*3.  in  the  Three 
per  Cent.  Annuirio-j,  surpiiis  arisiu;;  from  sale  of  heroilitamenta  by  Mr.  Li'gge,  on  redeeming  kind  tax  on  estates  of 
Sir  Lister  liolto.*) 

E. — Manors  of  Lapwonh  and  Bll^hwo<1c^.  and  hou>o'i.  farms.  Ac  in  the  p^^shes  of  Lapworth,  Old  Stratford-on-ATon, 
Eon-iuLTton,  Prosion  B.ijot.  and  Boaudo-ort.  in  the  county  of  'Wamck :  contents,  1.01-tA.  la.  2Sp.  ;  rents, 
£1,042  lis.;    and  Lapworth  chief  rents,  i':!  7s.  9d. 

F. — Manor,  hall,  and  advowson  of  Aston,  (not  valued,  liav-ing;  been  partially  mentioned  in  schedules  A  and  B.)  landa,  Sic., 
and  advowson  of  Brcrctou :  comeuls.  o'JO.i.  '2r.  l"Jr..  rents.  £1.115^  7s.  Od. ;  tithes  in  Erdin^on  on  2.tj'JSA.  1e.  31p., 
amountin:^  to  £303  Os.  Sd. ;  in  Wilton,  on  IoSa.  3r.  23p.,  amounting  to  £19  is.  Ud. :  and  in  Bordesley,  on 
l.lGoA.  2h.  2jp.,   amounlinj   to   £-57  15s.  Cd.        Total   income  in  this   schedule,   £1,G3S  bs.  2d. 

G. — Lands  at   Erdin'.jton   and   Saltley,   containing  ISoa.  2e.   13p.,   rents,  £257  "s.  6d. 

H. — Lands   at   Witton,   contauiing  243a.  Ob.  6p.,   rents,  £249  12s.  ■  '■■  :  ..: 

The  total  acreage  of  tlie  property,  as  appcnring  in  the  above  schedules,  is  8,914a.  2r.  23p., 
and  the  rentals,  £16,db7  Os.  Od.  Large  though  the  annual  income  was  at  the  time  of  the  compilation 
of  the  schedules,  the  property  in  the  neighboiu-hood  of  Birmingham  has  enormously  increased  in 
value  since  that  period.  The  leases  of  building  land  in  schedule  B  are  generally  for  ninetv-nine 
years,    the    dates    commencing    in    1788,    and    extending    to    1815.  Brereton   Hall,    also,    leased    to 

Mr.  Bracebridge  at  =£700  a  year,  must  have  been  ■worth  considerably  more  than  that  sum.  The 
Aston  property  originally  extended  from  the  junction  of  Birmingham  parish,  at  the  termination  of 
Prospect  Kow,  to  beyond  Erdiugton  Hall,  and  from  XecheUs  and  Saltley  to  the  Custard  House  and 
Hay  iliU  Brook.  To  any  one  acquainted  with  the  localities  here  mentioned,  the  immense  extent 
of  the  possessions  wiU  be  at  once  apparent.  The  total  value  of  the  ■whole  estates  was  estimated  in 
1816,   by  a  somewhat  hasty  survey,   at  .£600,000. 

After  the  passing  of  the  Act,  ilr.  Legge  quitted  the  Hall  for  his  beautiful  ■villa  at  Putney,  'where 
he  died  in  January,  1827,  and  the  furniture  was  ofiered  for  sale  by  auction.  Before  this,  however, 
nmnerous  articles  of  interest  were  removed  to  Atherstone  Hall,  and  little  remained  to  excite  the 
attention  of  the  curious.  The  pictures  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  Sir  Gobery  Holte,  Sir  Lister  and 
Charles  Holte,  when  children.  King  Charles  the  First  and  his  Family,  Lord  Crewe,  Lady  Harpur, 
Sir  John  Harpur,  Bishop  King,  and  others,  as  well  as  Da^nd  and  Goliath,  having  been  left  at  Aston, 
■were,  through  the  neglect  of  an  order  for  packing  them,  dispersed  at  the  sale.  ilr.  Hamper  purcLased 
the  David  and  Goliath,  and  ilrs.  Armishaw,  of  Aston,  has  possession  of  the  portraits  of  Sir  Lister 
and  his  brother.  The  portrait  of  the  first  Lord  Brereton,  ■with  an  ancient  picture  of  Brereton  HaU  ■ 
the  fifth  Lord  Brereton ;  King  Charles  and  his  Queen ;  Queen  Anne  ;  Queen  Elizabeth ;  a  delicate 
and  curious  Holbein  of  Edward  the  Sixth ;  a  duplicate  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  and  his  secretary 
Sir  E.  Willoughby ;  a  duplicate  portrait  of  Sir  Thomas  Holte ;  and  a  few  others,  (two  of  which 
are  supposed  to  be  Breretons,)  in  addition  to  those  mentioned  in  a  previous  page,  are  now  in 
Mr.  Bracebridge's  possession.  The  picture  of  Dr.  Hough,  the  famous  President  of  ilagdalen  CoOce 
and  Bishop  of  Worcester,  is  lost ;  and  that  of  Dr.  King,  Bishop  of  London,  was  transferred  (by 
Mr.  Legge,  ■with  leave)  to  the  collection  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  at  Fulham.  Portraits  of  Sir  Eobert 
of  his  son,  Sir  Charles,  and  of  Lady  Clobery,  are  in  the  possession  of  3Ir.  W.  H.  Bracebrid'^'e  •  those 
of  Sir  Lister  and  Lady  Sarah  are  at  Mr.  Lane's,  of  King's  Bromley  Manor ;  and  a  head  of  Lady  Anne 
the  first  ■wife  of  Sir  Lister,  is  at  Sandwell  Hall,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  Three 
half-lengths  of  young  kdies,  probably  daughters  of  Sir  Charles,  are  in  possession  of  Mr.  Eoderick, 
of  Ne^w  Street ;  and  one,  also  a  female,  in  that  of  Mr.  Jones,  likewise  of  Xew  Street.  The  portrait 
of  Sir  Thomns  Holte,  a  large  full  length,  was  presented  by  Mr.  Legge  to  ilr.  Josiah  Robins  who 
conducted  the  sale,  and  is  now  Ln  possession  of  his  widow,  at  AUesley  Hall,  near  Coventry,  whose 
courtesy  in  permitting  it  to  bo  copied  for  the  use  of  this  work  we  have  pleasure  in  acknowledging. 
Mrs.  Robins  also  possesses  a  small  half-length  of  the  "  good  Lady  Brereton ; "  a  three-quarter  of 
Lady  Caroline  Jones ;  a  three-quarter  of  a  lady,  attributed  to  Lely ;  a  three-quarter,  supposed  to 
have    been    intended    for    Locke   or   Milton ;     a   group    of  flowers   and   fruit ;     and   also   a   game   piece. 

•  The   amount    of  tax   redeemed    was   £247   9s.  6d.,  the  price  paid   £9,074  la.  8d.   in  the  Three  per  Cent.  Consols,  or 
Bedaced  Bank  Annuities ;    payment  to  be  made  in  sixteen  instalments.       The  deed  is  dated  April  24th.  1799. 
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The  same  lady  also  has  in  hor  possession  a  walnut  cabinet,  with  brass  locks,  and  mountings  enclosini; 
a  crown.  This  is  called,  whether  tndy  or  othen\-ise,  "  King  Charles's  cabinet."  The  portrait  of 
the  Countess  of  Derby  is  in  the  possession  of  "W.  C.  .Ylston,  Esq.,  .of  Elmdon  Hall.  Of  those  portraits 
left  at  the  Hall,  no  clue  can  be  gained  fi'om  the  catalogue  of  the  sale.  The  total  number  valued  to 
Mr.  Legge  in  1794,  was  110,  and  of  other  pictures,  37;  the  amount  being  estimated  at  £o6. 
Among  others,  the  following  items  occur: — Forty-five  portraits,  £9;  miniature  of  Edward  VI.,  bv 
Holbein,  <£1  Is. ;  sixteen  very  old  portraits,  &c.,  2s.  6d. ;  picture  of  Aston  HaU,  and  two  portraits, 
6s. ;  King  Charles  and  Family,  three  whole,  three  three-quarter  length,  and  twelve  half-length  portraits, 
j£21  Is.  6d.  Four  of  the  six  chairs  left  by  Charles  I.  in  1G42,  were  also  dispersed,  without  any 
sign  to  mark  their  rarity,  save  the  royal  arms  carved  on  the  back.  One  of  them  is  now  in  the 
possession   of  the   Eev.  Egerton  Bagot,    of  Pype  Hayes. 

The  auction,  which  was  conducted  by  Messrs.  Josiah  and  Cornelius  Eobins,  commenced  on 
Monday,  September  22nd,  1S17,  and  lasted  nine  days,  exclusive  of  the  sale  of  the  fanning  stock 
and  a  supplementary  sale  of  goods  not  removed.  The  number  of  lots  was  1.144.  Xo  person  of 
eminence  attended  the  sale,  and  the  prices  realised  were,  in  many  instances,  especially  with  reference 
to  the  pictures  and  prints,  disproportionately  small.  The  furniture  realised  £2,150.  and  the  fanning 
stock    £1,201  ;     total,   £3,351.        The   decadence   of  Aston   had   set   in   in   full   tide. 

On  the  loth  of  April,  ISIS,  and  two  following  days,  after  several  postponements,  the  Hall  and 
estate  were  offered  for  sale,  the  land  amoimting  to  1,530  acres,  and  the  property  was  divided  into 
lots  "  suitable  to  the  situations."'  The  Hall  was  purchased  by  Messrs.  Greenway,  Greaves,  and 
WTiitehead,  bankers,  of  Warwick,  and  is  now  in  possession  of  the  two  former  and  Mr.  Lowe,  the 
late  Mr.  Whitehead's  representative.*  On  the  5th  of  October  following,  the  Hall,  and  park  of  upwards 
of  300  acres  of  land,  with  the  stock  of  200  head  of  deer,  were  offered  "  to  be  let  on  lease  or  to  yearly 
tenants,  together  or  in  four  or  five  lots;"  and  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  the  north  wing  was 
advertised  to  be  let,  being  described  as  "consisting  of  two  parlours  to  the  terrace  on  the  ground  floor, 
a  very  desirable  drawing  room,  and  four  bed  rooms  on  the  chamber  floor,"  beside  other  rooms ;  and 
ferm  buildings,  and  land  from  30  to  150  acres,  "  if  required."  The  HaU  was  ultimately  let  to 
James  "Watt,  Esq.,  son  of  the  celebrated  James  Watt,  on  a  lease  for  a  term  of  years.  The  destruction 
of  the  old  associations  was  completed  by  the  sale  of  the  herd  of  deer,  then  diminished  to  150,  advertised 
on  the  21st  of  December.  The  line  of  the  Liverpool  branch  of  the  London  and  Xorth  Western 
BaUway  crosses  the  magnificent  avenue  between  the  lane  and  the  turnpike  road,  and  in  the  year  1852 
a   street   was   laid   out   between   the   lane   and   the   HaU,    thus   again   intersecting   the   avenue. 

With  the  sale  faded  the  last  vestige  of  the  glory  of  Aston.  The  mansion  was  then  closed 
to  the  pubUc,  and  henceforth  its  historic  associations,  its  distinctive  architecture,  and  its  lovely 
scenery  were  shrouded  from  the  eye.  During  Mr.  Watt's  occupation  of  the  HaU,  no  strangers 
were  aUowed  to  inspect  the  interior ;  and  whatever  might  have  been  the  motive  which  induced 
this  course,    it   was   strictly   adhered  to. 

•  That  portion  of  the  park  which  13  in  Staffordshire  was  not  sold  at  this  time.  It  had  formed  part  of  the  property 
bequeathed  br  Ladr  Anne  Hoite  to  her  grandson  Charles,  and  was  rented  by  Jlr.  Lejge  during  his  occupancy  of  the 
HaU,  at  £2CK)  per  year.        Jlra.  Bracebridge  disposed  ot'  it  at  a   subsequent   period. 
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DESCEIPTION    OF    ASTON    HALL. 


Aston  Haix  is  situated  on  a  gently  rising  eminence,  at  the  extremity  of  a  noble  avenue  of  elms  and 
Spanish  chestnuts,  and  is  built  in  the  form  usual  with  edifices  of  the  period — a  centre  and  two 
wings,  emblematic,  it  is  supposed,  of  the  initial  letter  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  The  view  from  the 
Church  Lane  is  exceedingly  striking,  and  still  more  so  from  the  Lichfield  Turnpike  Eoad,  on  account 
of  the  increased  length  of  the  avenue,  which  carries  the  line  of  vision  directly  forward,  so  that  the 
general   plan   of  the   whole   building   is   at   once   apparent. 

On  each  side,  as  an  advanced  guard,  is  a  small  square  building,  connected  with  the  wings  by 
a  wall  having  an  ornamental  coping.  The  chief  features  of  the  wings  are  the  two  large  embayed 
windows  to  the  front,  •with  their  pierced  parapets,  and  the  lofty  towers,  surmounted  by  closed  ogee 
roofe  of  a  dome-Uke  character.  These  towers  advance  considerably  into  the  quadrangle,  of  which 
the  whole  forms  three  sides,  and  have  their  two  lower  stories  divided  by  horizontal  string-courses 
very  boldly  moulded,  and  projecting  considerably  from  the  surface  of  the  wall.  These  string-courses, 
or  mouldings,  are  carried  round  the  greater  portion  of  the  building,  and,  indeed,  form  an  important 
feature.  Each  of  the  towers  has  an  entrance  on  the  ground  floor,  consisting  of  a  square-paneUed 
door,  under  a  semicircular  arch  enriched  with  a  large  shell  ornament,  and  flanked  by  flat  shallow 
fluted  pQasters  having  plain  capitals,  and  high  square  bases  ornamented  with  sunk  paneUing.  The 
moulding  of  the  lower  string-course  slightly  projects  over  these  pilasters,  and,  indeed,  appears  as  if 
it  were  a  continuation  of  them,  serving  to  support  the  bracket-shaped  bases  of  two  enriched  graduated 
pilasters,  narrowing  to  the  base.  These  flank  the  window  of  the  fii^st  floor,  and  are  continued  up 
to  the  second  string-courses,  of  which  they  also  form  a  portion,  and  are  important  features,  adding 
considerably  to  the  beauty  of  the  towers.  The  ornamental  curved  gables  of  these  wings,  combined 
with  the  various  groups  of  octagonal  chimneys,  give  a  picturesque  and  pleasing  appearance  to  the 
whole. 

Of  the  centre  buildings  and  principal  entrance  the  characteristic  features  are  the  large  windows 
lighting  the  Entrance  HaU,  and  those  of  the  Great  and  Oak  Staircases,  and  a  massive  central  tower 
of  three  stories,  capped  with  a  double  ogee  roof;  on  each  side  of  the  tower  are  two  curved 
gables,  in  which  are  placed  small  windows.  The  central  portion  of  this  front — containing  the  principal 
entrance,  the  four  windows  of  the  Ilall, — two  on  either  side  of  the  door,  and  those  of  three  chambers 
over  them,  and  surmounted  by  a  bold  cornice  and  balustrade — slightly  projects  from  the  main  portion 
of  the  building,  and  serves  to  relieve  what  would  otherwise  appear  of  a  formal  character.  The 
projecting  porch — one  of  the  distinctive  features  of  the  Elizabethan  style — is  omitted ;  but  although 
the  decoration  is  carried  out  with  the  spirit  that  characterises  the  whole  of  the  details  throughout 
the  building,  yet  the  absence  of  that  contrast  of  light  and  shade  which  a  bold  porch  would  have 
afforded  is  sensibly  f<^lt.  The  doorway  consists'  of  a  semicircular  arch  with  two  fluted  columns  on 
square   bases,    supporting   an   entablature,    above   which    is   an   ornamental   panel    flanked   by    two   scroll 
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ornaments,    and    sumiouiitoil    liy    a    shiulil    on    -vvhifh    arc    emblazouoJ    quarterly    the    arms    of  Holte, 

Castells,   Maidenacli   ^th  Grim^arwe,   and  Willinjtou.       The  panel  boars  the  following  inscription: — 

1  Se   Thoiias   IIiilty:.   of   DvDrEsrny.   ry   rnv.   cotntie   of   Wartvick.    Knirht 

And  BiRONET  cKr.iX  to  dttld  this  Uovse  rs"  Arniti,  ts  a>~so  Do\riyi 
>  161S :    i>'   THE    U'lrn    TEARE   or   the   raione   of    Kivo   Iameii    ov    Englami.   A;c.,  , 

I  A5D    OF    SrOTLANn     THE     ONE    AND    FIETIETn,    A>'D    THE    SAID    Sr    THOMAS    HolTE 

.  Caue    to    dwell    ly    thts    II.ivse    rs    Mat    ix    A>-yn    Douini  :      1()31  :      is    the 

I  SEArENin     TEARE     OF     THE     RAICXE     OF     OVR     SovERAlONE     LoRD     KlXil 

I  ChABLES,     ANT)     HE     DID     FIMSE     THIS     HoVSE     TN     APRELL     i>'X0    DoSTTNT     1635  : 

I>-    THE    ELETXSTn    TEARE    OF    THE    EAIOXE    OF    THE    SAID    KrXO    ChaELES. 

L.\.VS    DEO. 

Connected  with  each  wing  by  a  wall  is  a  small  square  building  (before  mentioned)  of  two 
stories,  originally  appropriated  as  residences  for  the  falconer  or  gamekeeper,  and  gardener.  These 
buildings  have  -n-indows  similar  to  those  in  the  wings,  but  not  so  large  or  bold.  A  door  in  the  south 
connecting  wall  leads  into  the  garden ;  a  gateway  in  the  north  one  opens  into  the  courtyard 
appropriated   to    the    domestic   olBcos.* 

The  garden  presents  a  scene  of  unsmiiassod  loveliness.  Immediately  in  the  foreground  a  carpet 
of  the  softest  tiuf,  adorned  at  intcn-als  with  trcasm-es  of  the  floral  world,  dchghts  the  eye  of  the 
admii-ing  beholder ;  while  \  encrable  Poitugal  lam-els,  rhododendrons,  and  other  shrubs,  ilisposed  in 
pleasing  forms,  add  the  contrast  of  their  more  sober  foliage  to  the  gayer  tints  of  the  scene  ;  a  noble 
line  of  solemn  yews  forming  an  appropriate  background  to  the  whole.  Xor  are  the  charms  of  contrast 
wanting.  Timiing  an  angle,  the  .sweeping  branches  of  some  noble  walnut  trees  diffuse  a  feeling  of 
sober  pcusiveness,  while,  at  the  same  time,  they  protect  the  garden  from  easterly  winds.  From  the 
walk  that  winds  beneath  the  boughs  of  one  of  these  trees,  our  south-oast  view  of  the  Hall  is  obtained. 
Flanking  the  east  side  of,  but  extending  considerably  beyond,  the  garden,  is  an  avenue  of  sycamore 
trees,  rather  more  than  300  yards  in  length ;  and  the  bouglis  of  the  trees  so  completely  interlace,  and 
resemble  the  groined  roof  of  the  nave  of  a  Gothic  cathedral,  as  to  afford  no  inconsiderable  degree 
of  support   to   Warburton's   opinion   as   to   the   origin   of  pointed   architecture. 

If  the  east  fi-ont  of  Aston  Hall  may  be  designated  as  grand,  the  southern  -view  may.  with  equal 
propriety,  be  termed  beautiful.  The  more  prominent  feature  is  the  projection  in  the  centre,  containing 
the  windows  in  the  Chapel,  and  the  large  ones  in  the  Great  Drawing  Room.  On  each  side,  on  the 
ground  floor,  is  a  colonnade  of  four  arches,  having  plain  circular  pQlars,  with  capitals  and  bases. 
These  pOlars  support  semicircular  arches  with  dripstones,  and  ornamented  on  the  faces  and  reveals 
with  sunk  panels.  Adjoining  the  Great  Drawing  Eoom,  and  over  the  east  colonnade,  are  the  King's 
Bed  Eoom  and  Dressing  Eoom,  the  latter  having  been  parririoned  off  from  another  room,  the 
remaining  portion  ako  serving  as  a  dressing  room  to  the  first  floor  room  as  seen  from  the  east  front. 
These  two  dressing  rooms,  and  that  part  of  the  colonnade  over  which  they  are  placed,  did  not  form 
a  portion  of  the  original  biulding,  as  the  bracket  of  an  oriel  window  may  be  seen,  partially  hidden 
by  the  roof  of  the  colonnade  ;  and  the  places  where  the  juncrions  have  been  effected  are  distinctly 
■visible   on   the   exterior   of  the    building,    and   shown   also    in   the    illustration. 

Adjoining  the  Great  Drawing  Eoom,  to  the  west,  is  Lady  Holte's  Drawing  Eoom,  adjacent  to 
which  is  the  vestibule  to  the  Long  Gallery :  these  rooms  are  over  the  second  colonnade.  The 
Testibnle  is  also  an  addition.  The  wall  of  Lady  Holte's  Drawing  Eoom  still  bears  distinct  traces 
of  the  attack  in  1643,  the  only  spot  where  the  besiegers  could  have  orettod  their  battery  being  a 
small  eminence  about  240  yards  from  the  Hall,  and  exactly  opposite  this  room.  Many  of  the  balls, 
after    penetrating    the    outer    wall,  passed    through    that    on    the    opposite    side    of    the    room,    to    the 

•  The  view  of  the  Hall  introduced  in  the  background  of  the  picture  of  Sir  ThomiB  Holte  has  the  apace  between  tfce  win<:;» 
represented  as  laid  out  as  a  plea-iaunce.  separated  trom  the  adjoinio!:;  park  by  a  low  clipped  hedge,  with  deini-fi^ures  on 
pedeatala  at  equal  di>tance3 ;  from  the  ccutre  of  thia  estcnds  a  paved  walk  to  the  entrance  door,  and  on  either  side  are 
three  rows  of  pyrainidally  clip[icd  vew  trees,  with  statuary,  on  yK'dodt.iis,  betwci^n.  In  front  of  this  plea'^aunce,  and  at  a 
little  distance,  are  .=omc  oriiiuiM-ntal  paii-'ades,  with  rather  elaborately  worked  (.-ates.  ^\  hether  this  desiijn  waa  ever  earned 
into  effect,  and  sub-uquently  n-iiiovod,  or  merely  introduced  in  the  picture  a.i  a  augj^stion  to  be  afterwards  acted  upon, 
cannot   now    be   detennined. 
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staircase,  one  of  them  shattering  a  massive  oak  staudavd,  and  hiiJing  a  resting  place  in  the  adjoining 
wall ;  another  piercing  one  of  the  beautiful  panelled  compartments ;  while  a  third,  pointed  higher 
than  the  rest,  passed  over  the  balustrade,  making  a  circular  hole  (which  still  remains)  through 
the   door   opening   on   to    the   sixth   laniUng. 

In  the  west  colonnade  is  a  very  massive  door,  boldly  panelled,  which  opens  to  the  Terrace 
adjoining  the  west  front  of  the  Hall.  This  front  has,  in  the  cenh-e,  a  small  glazed  porch,  forming 
an  entrance  from  the  Saloon,  and  four  windows  on  each  side,  lighting  the  suite  of  rooms  under  the 
Long  Gallery.  The  whole  of  this  lower  portion  of  the  building  Ls  mantled  with  i^■y.  Above  these 
rooms — five  in  number — is  the  Long  Grallery,  which  is  lighted  by  five  windows,  the  central  cm.e  and 
a  portion  of  the  adjoining  wall  slightly  projecting,  and  having  niches — one  on  either  side — containing 
statues  of  David  and  Solomon.  Above  these  windows  is  a  bold  cornice,  surmounted  by  a  parapet,  on 
which,  at  equal  distances,  are  placed  vases.  The  roof  of  the  Gallery  is  flat,  and  leaded,  forming  a 
delightful  promenade.  At  the  back  of  the  roof,  and  in  the  centie  of  the  main  building,  is  a  large 
stack  of  octagonal  chimneys,  on  each  side  of  which  are  three  gables,  having  small  windows,  which 
light  the  dormitories  foimcd  within  the  gables,  and  opening  into  a  passage  in  the  interior,  termed 
"Dick's  Garret."  This  fi-ont  has  eWdontly  been  designed  with  an  especial  reference  to  the  Long 
GiaUeiy — the    favouiitc   and    usual   appendiige   to   Elizabethan    mansions   of  the    larger   kind. 

The  Terrace,  which  consists  of  a  broad  gravelled  walk,  nearly  500  feet  in  length,  embraces, 
in  its  extent,  the  whole  of  the  west  front,  the  garden  on  the  south  side,  and  the  courtyard  on  the 
north  appropriated  for  domestic  otEccs.  It  is  di\idod  from  the  garden  and  courtyard  by  lofty  walls, 
covered  with  choice  fmit  trees.  Between  this  walk  and  the  park,  from  which  it  is  divided  by  a 
sunken  wall,  is  a  level  la^vn  of  turf,  the  centxe  of  which  is  carried  fonvard  as  an  oval.  This  lawn 
is  ornamented  with  flowering  shi-ubs,  and  has,  opposite  the  saloon  entrance  to  the  house,  a  small 
sun-dial.  In  the  park,  and  at  a  little  distance  from  the  south  end  of  the  Terrace,  is  a  magnificent 
lime  tree,  which,  from  the  luxuriance  of  its  gi'owth,  and  the  elegance  of  its  shape,  is  worthy  of 
especial  attention. 

At  the  north-east  comer  of  the  Terrace  a  flight  of  steps  conducts  to  the  north  side  of  the 
house,  beyond  which  are  the  stabling  and  out-offices.  The  centre  portion  of  this  side  of  the  building 
projects  slightly  beyond  the  Long  Gallery,  the  bay  window  of  which,  at  its  north  end,  is  worthy 
of  notice,  and  contains,  on  the  ground  floor,  the  Sen-ants'  Hall,  Kitchen,  and  Housekeeper's  Eoom ; 
and  on  the  first  floor,  the  Blue  Eoom,  Chinese  Eoom,  Lady  Holte's  Bed  Room,  and  the  Boudoir, 
called  after  the  same  lady.  Several  gables,  containing  domestics'  sleeping  apartments,  terminate  this 
aide  of  the   building. 

Many  of  the  windows  in  this  front  have  been  despoiled  of  their  muUions,  and  further  injured 
by  the  introduction  of  modem  window  frames.  This  was  evidently  the  work  of  unskilful  hands 
towards  the  close  of  the  last  century,  at  a  time  when  architectural  taste  was  at  its  lowest  ebb.  The 
same  tasteless  age  abo  witnessed  the  painting  of  the  beautiful  oak  panelling,  and  other  equally 
barbarous  alterations  in  many  of  the  rooms  in  the  interior.  It  may  also  be  mentioned  that  the 
whole  of  the  chimneys  are  octagonal,  -with  plaia  moulded  tops,  and  are  on  large  square  bases. 
The  various  gables,  also,  add  greatly  to  the  picturesque  appearance  of  the  building,  as  they  are  aU 
foraied  of  cur\"ed  Unes,  and  ornamented  on  their  diiferent  stages  with  the  vase-like  balls  and  other 
enriclunents,  which,  in  the  Elizabethan,  succeeded  to  the  pinnacle  of  earlier  styles.  The  whole  of 
the  comers  of  the  building  are  also  quoincd,  and  the  surface  of  the  walls  is  reheved  by  the 
introduction   of  blue   bricks   forming   a   series   of  chequers. 

The  offices  are  so  placed  as  not  to  intercept  the  view  from  the  north  side  of  the  house,  and 
extend  for  a  considerable  space  from  the  Falconer's  Lodge,  forming,  with  the  Terrace,  and  the  wall 
connecting  the  north  wing  and  lodge,  a  square,  in  the  centre  of  which,  on  a  large  plot  of  turf,  arc 
a  few  trees.        The   bark   of  a   waspish   dog   now   alone   awakes   the    echoes   where   once   the    neighing 
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of  gallant  steeds  aiiil  the  liuyiiig  of  numerous  hounds  gave  earnest  token  of  the  exciting  plciisnrcs 
of  the  chase.  From  the  eoiutj-arJ,  a  bridle  road  leads  to  the  pleasure  grounds  and  kitchen  gardens, 
which    ^\ill    be   noticed    in    proper   order. 

The  Eall  is  supplied  ^th  water  from  a  well  in  the  Eall  Moors ;  a  wheel,  propelled  from  the 
Dovehousc   Pool,   forcing  up  the   water,   through  pipes,   into  two  tanks,   one   of  them  of  immense  size. 

Before  entering  on  an  extended  description  of  the  interior  of  the  edifice,  a  sketch  of  the 
position  of  the  diiferent  apartments  may,  perhaps,  not  be  out  of  place.  The  east  front  contains  the 
Hall,  -with  the  Great  Staircase  on  the  south,  and  the  Oak  Staircase  on  the  north,  both  reaching  to 
the  top  of  the  house.  Over  the  Hall  are  the  Yellow,  Middle,  and  Cleopatra  Eooms,  and  above 
these  a  passage  called  "  Dick's  Gtirret,"  and  sen-ants'  donnitories.  At  the  back  of  the  Hall,  staircases, 
&c.,  and  forming  the  west  front,  are  five  rooms,  the  centre  one  being  the  Saloon,  to  the  north  of 
■which  are  the  Dining  Eoora  and  Yellow  Libniry,  and  on  the  south,  the  Small  Drawing  Room  and 
Green    Libniry-         These    rooms   are    all    beneath   the    Long   Gallery. 

The  south  wing  contains,  on  the  ground  floor,  the  Colonnade  and  Colonnade  Room,  the  Chapel, 
and  a  room  to  the  east,  known  traditionally  as  "  Mr.  Lane's ; "  on  the  first  floor,  the  vestibule  to  the 
Long  Gallcr}-,  Lady  Holte's  Drawing  Room,  the  Great  Drawing  Room,  King  Charles's  Bed  Room 
and  Dressing  Room,  and  one  o\er  "  Mr.  Lane's."  On  the  second  floor  are  several  apartments  for 
servants. 

The  north  wing  c<mtaius,  on  the  ground  floor,  the  Housekeepers  Room,  Kitchens,  Senants' 
Hall,  &c. ;  on  the  tirst  floor,  the  State  Room,  Lady  Holte's  Boudoir,  the  Blue  Room,  and  the  Chinese 
Room ;  and  on  the  second  floor,  a  number  of  apartments,  intended  chiefly  for  domestics.  Li  the 
centre    of  each    ^ving,    also,    is   a   tower   staircase,    for   servants.* 

The  Great  Hall  is  47  feet  long  by  24  feet  wide,  ha%-ing  four  large  ^vindows,  of  tliree  lights 
each,  divided  by  transoms  into  four  compartments.  These  windows,  which  are  placed  two  on  either 
side  of  the  entrance  door,  are  deeply  set  in  the  walls,  which  are  4  feet  6  inches  thick.  The  ceiling 
is  of  plaster,  very  richly  decorated  with  bosses,  flowers,  grotesque  heads,  &c.,  within  compartments 
geometrically  arranged.  A  broad  cornice,  interspersed  with  animals — including  the  elephant,  unicorn, 
lion,  griffin,  and  stag — is  carried  round  the  room,  the  lower  portions  of  the  walls  being  wainscotted. 
Opposite  the  entrance  door  is  another,  leading  to  the  Saloon,  and  in  the  panel  on  each  side  of  the 
latter  door  is  an  arched  compartment,  with  entablature,  and  pillars  approaching  to  the  Corinthian 
style ;  the  one  compartment  containing  a  landscape,  and  the  other  a  picture  of  an  Italian  ruin.  Li 
the  north-west  and  south-west  comers  are  similar  compartments,  flanked  by  pilasters,  but  without  any 
entablature,  and  distinguished  by  a  scroll  ornament,  carried  as  a  decoration  above  the  wainscotring. 
These  compartments  contain  paintings  representing  R^iman  Emperors.  These  pictures,  with  the  two 
landscapes,  were  valued  to  Mr.  Legge,  in  1794,  at  £1  10s.  The  fire-place  is  on  the  north  side : 
the  back  of  the  grate  bears  the  royal  arms,  with  the  initials  C.  R.,  and  the  compartments  on  each 
side  contain  the  Holte  crest,  under  which  on  the  one  side  is  the  letter  W.,  and  on  the  other  the 
letter  H.  Over  the  chiinney-piecc,  on  a  square  panel  surrounded  by  Elizabethan  scrolb,  the  following 
vers4's   mv   inscribed    in    Roman    characters : — 

;._,     :    -.-4       :,,._  If    8EETICE    BE    TUr    IIEANE     TO    THRIVB,  .  . 

'-  Thot   mtst   therein    remaiite,  -  v    .,'  ;        Sr  v      ■    . 

'•.       '■  •  ■  BoTU     SriENT     FAITKFTL     JTST     AND     TBTB,  '  .^  .,  ,,, 

V,,..   ,,,.-',         ,   '.     ..  ■      ,.,  ;.        "  Content  to   take   soiie   p.une  ; 

It    tOTE    OF    %'XRTVK    MAT    ALtrBE,  '  '        '' 

r£u-^'.-l -v.   '  -'  Ob   hope   of    wokldlt   oaine,  .  ,  --:  : 

■ij^-y,^;^     ■    •:  I'    FEAEE    OF    GoD    MAT    TUEE    PR0CV8E,  ■,  . 

'  To    SEEVE    DOE    NOT    DISDAINS.  '' 

•  The  total   iiuiiibiT  of  rooms.   incliidini»   out-houses    .and    farm    buildings,    as   mentioned   in   the  cat-ilogue  of  the  sale   in 
1817,    ia    lO-i;    the    Lli:iiM-l    bt-iii;;    uinittrd    from    the    list. 
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A  door  in  the  south-east  comer  of  the  Hall  leads  to  the  Great  Staircase,  and  a  correspondini; 
one  in  the  north-cast  to  the  Oak  Staircase.  These,  as  -well  as  the  great  entrance  door,  and  that 
to  the  Saloon,  have  semicircular  heads,  and  are  further  enriched  ■with  numerous  small  panels  having 
raised  centres,  both  on  the  doors  and  also  carried  up  the  jambs  and  architrave  on  their  several  taces. 
They  also  have  the  ornamental  scroU-work  carried  above  die  -^ainscottius,  similar  to  that  just  mentioned. 

The  Saloon  has  three  mndows,  each  of  two  lights ;  the  centre  one,  hovrever,  has  been  formed 
into  a  door  leading  into  a  small  porch  opening  on  the  Terrace.  From  this  room  a  door  to  the  south 
leads  to  the  Small  Drawing  Eoom,  which  is  lighted  by  two  windows  similar  to  those  in  the  Saloon. 
The  chimnev-piece  in  this  apartment  is  a  rich  specimen  of  the  Elizabethan  method  of  adapting  human 
and  animal  foi-ms,  in  bas-rehcf,  as  decorations  on  flat  surfaces.  Adjoining  this  room  is  the  Green 
Library.  North  of  the  Saloon  is  the  Dining  Eoom,  the  only  object  worthy  of  notice  in  which  is 
the  chimney-piece,  divided  into  panelled  compartments,  but  heavy  in  design.  Adjacent  is  the  Yellow 
Library.  These  five  rooms,  forming  the  ground  floor  to  the  western  txont,  are  aU  beneath  the  Long 
Gallery. 

From  the  vestibule  in  which  the  Great  Staircase  is  situated,  access  is  obtained  to  the  South 
Front  Colonnade  Eoom.  so  called  from  opening,  by  means  of  half-doors,  to  the  Colonnade  attached 
to  the  Gardens.  This  room  is  panelled  throughout,  though  the  style  is  rather  later  than  that  of 
other  parts  of  the  house.  Adjoining,  to  the  south,  is  a  doorway  somewhat  resembling  those  of  the 
Great  Hall,  and  containing  within  a  scroll  ornament,  placed  similarly  to  those  before  mentioned,  but 
not  so  richly  decorated,  a  shield  charged  with,  the  arms  of  Iloltc  empaling  Clobery.  This  door  opens 
into  the  Chapel  Passage,  and  immediately  opposite  to  it  is  another  door,  enriched  with  oblong  panels 
boldly  moxfldetl,  and  square-headed.  This  opens  into  the  gallery  or  seat  in  the  Chapel  appropriated 
to  the  Family.  This  seat,  which  is  very  commodious,  though  level  with  the  ground  floor  of  the 
house,  is  raised  a  few  feet  above  the  area  of  the  Chapel,  and  nms  along  the  whole  of  the  north  side. 
Adjoining  the  end  of  the  passage  is  an  apartment  called  "  Mr.  Lane's  Eoom,"  close  to  the  door  of 
which,  and  at  right  angles,  is  a  smaller  passage,  from  which,  by  descending  a  flight  of  steps, 
entrance  is  obtained  to  the  Chapel  on  its  east  side.  The  Chapel  was  lighted  by  two  windows  in 
the  south  wall.  These  are  now  stopped  up,  but  a  sufficient  glimmering  of  light  struggles  along  the 
passages  to  admit  of  the  internal  arrangements  being  dimly  discerned.  The  walls  are  wainscotted, 
each  being  divided  by  pilasters  into  four  compartments.  To  the  east  and  west  are  placed  large  seats 
for  the  domestics,  the  centre  of  the  floor  being  imappropriated.  The  communion  table,  which  was 
of  oak,  covered  with  a  crimson  velvet  cloth,  was  placed  between  the  windows.  The  rails  are  carved 
in  a  manner  similar  to  the  Oak  Staircase,  to  be  hereafter  described,  but  the  table  has  been  removed. 
The  front  of  the  Family  pew  was  covered  with  velvet,  and  aU  the  cushions  were  of  crimson.  The 
Bible  was  Watson's  folio  edition ;  the  Prayer  Books  comprised  two  of  Baskett's,  in  folio,  covered 
with  velvet ;  a  Bill's,  in  blue  Turkey ;  a  Baskett's,  large  quarto,  also  in  blue  Turkey ;  twelve,  in 
cal^  marked  with  Sir  Lister  Holte's  name ;  and  a  BaskerviUe's  octavo.  The  Chapel  was  lighted 
by   twenty-one   brass   sconces ;     and   there   was   also   a  piece   of  tapestry   hanging. 

"We  now  return  to  the  Great  Staircase.  This  is  very  similar  in  design  to  the  famous  one  at 
Crewe,  which  has  been  so  frequently  described.  It  is  divided  by  short  flights  of  steps  into  numerous 
landings,  and  to  each  flight  is  an  ornamental  compartment  divided  by  square  high  standards,  enriched 
with  grotesque  heads,  and  other  ornaments  in  basso  relievo.  From  the  first  floor,  however,  the 
decoration  consists  only  of  low  arabesque  carving,  but  the  whole  standards  are  surmounted  with 
■vase-bke  ornamental  terminations,  boldly  carved,  and  capped  with  an  Ionic  volute.  The  compartments 
between  the  standards  are  filled  with  a  richly  pierced  strap  ornament  peculiar  to  the  period.  Instead 
of  being  of  polished  oak,  as  is  usual,  the  staircase  is  painted,  that  portion  from  the  ground  floor  to 
the  first  landing  being  now  disfigured  with  white ;  the  upper  part,  however,  shows  the  decoration 
of  the  whole,    the   colours   employed   being   a   duU  red  and  grey,    with   the   minor  ornaments   indicated 
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bj-  colour  instead  of  can-in^.  It  may  he  noticed,  as  a  peculiarity,  that  from  the  first  landing  the 
wall  side  has  boon  painted  in  imitation  of  the  staii'case,  but  the  di-awing  is  of  the  rudest  description, 
as    also    the    colouring.  The    fourth,    or    first    floor,    landing    is    the    place    rendered    memorable    in 

connection  with  the  assaidt  on  the  Hall  in  lG-13.  The  southern  fi-ont  was  that  selected  for  attack, 
and  numerous  marks  still  remain  in  the  wall  south  of  the  staircase  where  the  ii'on  messengers  forced 
an  entrance.  But  one  ball,  al'ter  passing  through  two  thick  walls,  in  its  course  encountered  the 
vase  of  one  of  the  massive  o;ik  standards,  and  the  stout  post  was  riven  from  top  to  bottom,  the 
ball  finally  lodging  in  the  wall  a  few  feet  distant.  The  course,  taken  by  another,  in  a  diagonal 
direction,  through  the  ornamental  paneUing,  rill  it  found  a  resting  place  near  its  companion,  may 
also  be  distinctly  traced.  The  shattered  standard  still  remains  in  the  condition  to  which  it  was 
reduced  by  the  cannonading,  as  does  also  the  balustrade ;  and  for  more  than  two  centimes  these 
interesting  relics  have  remained — con\incing  proofs  of  the  devoted  loyalty  of  the  old  Baronet. 
From  this  memorable  spot,  the  stand.ai-ds  of  the  upper  part  of  the  staircase  are  simply  ornamented 
with  arabesque  decorations,  the  carving  being  carried  out  with  equal  spirit  through  every  portion. 
On  the  top  landing  ai-e  two  doors, — one  leading  to  the  leads  over  the  Long  Gallery,  and  the  other 
to  a  gloomy  corridor  in  the  roof,  called  "'  Dick's  Garret."'  In  the  door  opening  from  the  sixth 
landing  to  the  rooms  over  the  Hall,  is  a  circular  hole — the  effect  of  a  stray  shot  at  the  time  of 
the  attack.  The  stauxaso  is  lighted  on  the  groimd  and  fii'st  flooi-s  by  large  double  muUioned  windows 
of  three  lights  and  six  di\"isions  each ;  in  the  ledge  on  the  first  floor  window  are  two  hoUow  sockets — 
in  one  of  these  was  deposited  the  ball  which  has  become  so  famous,  its  companion  having  been  found 
IQ  the  garden.  From  the  windows  beautiful  views  of  the  noble  avenue,  the  spire  of  the  church,  and 
the   adjacent   country,    ai-e   obtained. 

The  Great  Drawing  Eoom,  which  is  over  the  Giapel,  is  approached  from  the  first  landing  of 
the  staircase.  The  mouldings  of  the  doorway  are  richly  ornamented,  the  style  of  decoration  slightly 
differing  from  that  employed  in  other  portions  of  the  house.  This  splendid  apartment,  which  is 
39  feet  by  23  feet,  is  lighted  from  the  south  by  two  noble  mullioned  windows,  of  three  divisions  and 
nine  lights  each,  and  from  the  portion  of  the  wall  in  which  they  are  placed  projecting  a  little  beyond 
the  main  Une  of  the  building,  advantage  has  been  taken  to  introduce  a  small  window  of  two 
divisions  and  six  lights  on  each  side,  thus  adding  materially  to  the  effect.  A  large  north  window 
looking  into  the  quadrangle  has  long  been  stopped  up.  The  walls  are  panelled  to  within  about  a 
yard  of  the  cornice,  which  is  bold,  but  plain.  The  most  peculiar  feature  of  the  decoration  of  the 
room,  however,  is  an  ornamental  stone  frieze  placed  between  the  cornice  and  paneUing.  It  contains, 
under  shallow  semicircular-headed  openings,  placed  at  alternate  distances  round  the  room,  bold 
figures  in  military  costumes  of  different  times  and  nations,  ranging  from  the  polished  Roman  to  the 
rude  Highlander ;  and  from  the  mail-clad  mediaeval  warrior  to  the  courtly  knight  of  the  Elizabethan 
era.  Four  of  these  figures  are  displayed  on  the  west,  three  on  the  south,  three  on  the  east,  and 
one  on  the  north,  walls.  The  portions  of  the  frieze  between  the  figures  are  covered  with  decorations 
in  low  relief^  simular  to  those  in  the  ceiling.  There  is  a  general  resemblance  between  this  room 
and  the  large  one  at  Crewe,  though  the  details  and  the  figures  in  the  latter  are  much  bolder. 
The  ceiling  is  ornamented  with  one  of  those  indescribable  patterns  peculiar  to  the  period.  It  consists 
of  three  large  centre  oval  compartments,  flanked  by  the  same  number,  of  a  similar  description,  on 
each  side,  every  oval  containing  a  smaller  one  ornamented  with  appropriate  Elizabethan  scroll  work, 
the  centres  containing  a  cherub's  head ;  and  each  of  the  circles  formed  at  the  junctions  of  the 
principal  ovals  is  filled  with  a  grotesque  head.  The  chimney-piece  is  especially  worthy  of  notice. 
It  reaches  nearly  to  the  cornice,  and  is  di^^ded  into  two  parts  by  bold  entablatmes,  each  being 
supported   by   graduated   pilasters ;  *     the   upper   ones,   moreover,    rest   on   bases   supported   by  grotesque 

•  The  graduated  or  diminiahins;  pilaster,  with  its  pjotesque  heads  or  masks,  is  a  distinctive  feature  of  Elizabethan 
•rchitecture,  aad  la  found,  as  in  the  present  itijtanue,  as  a  member  of  the  chimney-piece,  and  also  often  enlarged  as  a 
pilaster  to  din'le  panelled  compartments.  Externally,  thoucb  not  bo  frequently,  it  is  used  to  break  the  formality  of  a 
■eriea  of  perp^noicuiar  lines,  as  in  the  towers  mentioned  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  description.  It  is  much  to  be  wi&hed 
that  a  oouaecutive  arrani^cmcuc  and  general  nomenclature  of  details.  &.C.,  of  this  truly  Engluh  style  of  domestic  architecture, 
were   arranged,   similar   to   what   has   been   done   for   the   many   Tarieties   of  our  ecclesiastical   styles. 
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heads.  The  centre  of  the  upper  part  is  left  perfectly  plaiu.  Ou  the  upper  entublatui-e  are  placed 
scroll  omaments,  enriched  ^\-ith  shells  ;  at  equal  distances  on  the  scrolls  being  placed  shields — Holtc ; 
Holte  quartering  Castells,  Maidcnach  with  Grimsanvc,  and  Willington  ;  and  Ilolte  impaling  Bradboume. 
A  door  in  the  east  wall,  close  to  the  tire-place,  opens  into  King  Charles's  Bed  Room,  and  one  on 
the   opposite   side   leads    thi-ough    Lady    Ilolte's    Drawing   Eoom    to    the    Long    Gallery. 

Lady  Holte's  Drawing  Eoom  is  lighted  by  two  windows  on  the  south  side.  The  decoration 
of  the  ceiling  i^i  in  the  geometrical  pattern,  similar  to  that  in  the  Hall,  and  the  design  is  very  good. 
The  chimney-piece  is  the  only  other  object  worthy  of  notice.  This  is  singular  from  ha\-ing  the 
entablature  supported  by  Corinthian  columns  of  dark  mai'blc,  the  whole  composition  strikingly  resembling 
a  funereal  monument  of  the  same  era.  The  doorways  appear  to  have  been  car\'ed  at  a  much  later 
period,    as   they    do   not,    in    many   respects,    assimilate   to    those    in   other   parts    of  the   house. 

From  this  room  access  is  obtained  to  the  vestibido  or  upper  end  of  the  Long  Gallery.  The 
transition,  altogether  so  unexpected,  is  sti-iking,  and  fills  the  beholder  with  astonishment.  As  the 
eye  sweeps  down  the  long  uninterrupted  vista,  the  mind  is  involimtarily  filled  with  wonder  at  the 
boldness  that  could  design,  and  the  skill  that  could  execute,  so  choice  a  specimen  of  art  and  man's 
device.  The  massive  walls,  with  the  deeply-set  old  mulHoned  windows,  through  which  the  golden 
beams  of  the  sun  shine  in  rich  effulgence — the  polished  oaken  panelling,  rising  tier  above  tier  till 
it  approaches  the  lofty  roof — the  fluted  pQastcrs  crowned  -n-ith  chaste  Ionic  capitals — the  magnificent 
ceiling,  with  its  graceful  adornments — and  the  chimney-piece,  too  elaborate  for  description — all  these 
form  a  whole,  worthy,  indeed,  of  that  noble  mansion  of  which  they  constitute  so  distinguished  a 
decoration.  Xor  is  the  view  fi-om  the  windows  out  of  keeping  ^vith  the  apartment.  On  the  north, 
the  eye  ranges  over  a  wide  landscape  of  richly-wooded  countiy,  extending  across  the  Pai-k  to  the 
demesne  of  Perry  B;irr;  while  in  the  distance,  the  College  of  Oscott,  and  the  famed  Barr  Beacon, 
with  the  woods  of  Sutton  Chase — over  which  one  of  the  Holtes  once  was  ranger — rise  to  the  sight 
From  the  west,  a  fine  \-iew  of  the  lovely  scenery  of  the  Park  is  obtained — the  rising  grounds  and 
dark  woods  of  Handsworth  bounding  the  view.  To  the  south,  the  gardens  impart  an  additional 
charm  to  the  scene ;  while  iinmethatcly  in  the  foreground,  an  ample  ten-ace  walk  extending  the  whole 
length  of  the  building  and  the  garden,  and  commanding  an  extensive  view  over  the  Park,  terminates 
the  landscape.  ^ ,,.^     ^ .  ;    ,i        ,•,    '-;: 

This  GaUery — perhaps,  with  the  exception  of  those  at  Hardwicke  and  Hatfield,  the  finest  in 
England— is  136  feet  in  length,  by  18  feet  in  width,  and  IG  feet  high.  It  is  lighted  by  five  krge 
muUioned  windows,  of  four  lights  and  twelve  divisions  each,  the  centre  window  slightly  projecting. 
At  the  north  end  is  a  large  oriel,  in  one  of  the  compartments  of  which  is  a  small  shield,"  in  stained 
glass,  charged  with  the  Family  arms  impaling  Xewton,  and  similar  to  the  one  in  the  east  window 
of  the  north  aisle  of  the  Church.  The  walls  are  covered  with  oak  panelling,  divided,  by  pilasters 
having  capitals,  into  thirteen  compartments.  These  pOasters  are  divided  into  three  stages — the  lower, 
or  base,  bemg  boldly  moulded  and  ornamented.  The  second  has  numerous  projecting  bevelled  blocks 
placed  perpendicularly  and  horizontally,  and  surrounding  a  boldly  carved  acorn ;  while  the  third, .  or 
upper,  is  fluted  in  minute  divisions,  and  finished  with  a  capital.  The  rows  of  panels  are  eight  in 
number,  each  containing  a  semicircular  arch  supported  by  pilasters,  all  in  low  reUef,  sumlar  to  those 
80  often  seen  in  pulpits  of  the  Jacobean  era.  A  shallow  cornice,  or  frieze,  covered  with  ornaments, 
also  in  low  relief,  is  carried  round  the  room.  The  ceiling  is  decorated  with  two  rows  of  ornaments, 
formed  of  squares,  having  semicircular  projections,  the  centres  being  occupied  with  graceful  devices, 
of  which  the  principal  feature  is  the  cornucopia.  The  chimney-piece  is  of  marble,  and  by  far  the 
most  important  in  the  house,  and  is  in  the  centre  of  the  east  wall.  Its  principal  features  are  broad 
entabktures  and  cornices,  supported  by  grotesque  Caryatides,  and  divided  into  two  principal  portions, 
the  upper  one,  again,  being  also  divided  into  two  •  compartments,  contaming  oblong  panels  of  grey 
marble    surrounded   by    scroU-worL         The    lower   portion    is    supported    by    graduated   pdasters    with 
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sculphiroJ  heiids,  in  a  tine  style  of  art.  Thnx-  sIui^UIj,  charged  similarly  to  those  in  the  Great 
Dra^ring  Eooni,  arc  placed  on  the  upper  part  of  the  chimney-piece.  The  tire-place  lia.s  hand-irons, 
for  supporting  logs  of  -wood.  Access  to  the  Oak  Staircase  is  gained  by  a  door  between  the  tire-place 
and  the  north  end  of  the  Gallery.  There  is  also  a  small  door  that  formed  the  southern  entrance 
to  the  Galleiy.  from  Ladv  Ilolte's  Dra-s\ing  Koom,  before  the  vestibule  was  added ;  but  when  the  '■ 
latter  was  erected,  the  apoiture  was  closed.  It  should  be  noticed  that  the  vestibule  at  the  south  ; 
end  was  an  afterthoucrht,  as  the  Gallery  originally  tenninated  with  the  main  waU  of  the  house ;  . 
but  the  vestibule  being  aftei-wards  added  over  the  Colonnade,  contributed  materially  to  heighten  the  ' 
general  effect.  The  date  of  this  addition  is  not  known,  but  it  was  probably  about  1650,  as  the  - 
view   of  the    HaU    in   Dugdale    shows   the    Colonnade    without   the    vestibule.  -  ■    i     ■  .■ 

TTing  Charles's  Bed  Eoom,  to  the  cast  of  the  Great  Drawing  Eoom,  is  of  the  same  size  aa,  | 
and  similarly  lighted  to,  Lady  Ilolte's  Drawing  Boom.  On  the  north  side  is  a  recess  of  some  depth, 
in  which  the  bed  was  placed.  Each  side  of  this  recess  is  flanked,  at  the  entrance,  by  a  clustered 
pillar.  On  the  western  side  is  a  small  closet,  into  which  three  doors  formerly  opened — one  leading 
into  the  room,  another  info  the  recess  close  to  the  head  of  the  bed,  and  a  third,  in  the  north-west 
comer,  leading  thi-ough  another  small  room,  or  rather  closet,  into  the  Great  Drawing  Eoom.  These  ' 
two  last  doors  bive  been  stopped  up,  and  their  original  uses  can  now  only  be  matter  of  conjecture. 
The  decoration  of  the  ceiling  is  geometrical,  like  that  in  Lady  Holte's  Drawing  Eoom,  but  not  so 
bold.  This  apaitment  is  fiu-ther  ornamented  with  a  bold  frieze  or  cornice,  similar  to  that  in  the 
Hall.  The  chimney-piece  is  of  oak,  and  plain  in  comparison  with  those  in  other  parts  of  the  building. 
In  the  'north-east  comer  of  the  room  is  a  door  leatling  to  the  other  apartments  in  this  wing,  but 
they  do  not  call  for  especial  notice.  On  the  south-east  there  is  a  small  Dressing  Eoom,  its  only 
ornament   being   a   cornice,    similar   to   that   in   the   Bed    Eoom,    though   on   a   smaller   scale. 

Over   the   Hall,    and   forming   the   centre   of  the   first    floor,    are   three    rooms — the  Yellow  Eoom,     ' 
or  Nursery ;     the   iliddlc    Eoom ;     and   the   Eed,    or   Cleopatra   Eoom. 

The  Yellow  Eoom  contains,  in  its  south  wall,  a  small  chimney-piece  divided  by  bold  entablatures 
into  two  portions ;  the  upper  one  containing,  under  a  semicircular  arch  on  which  rccUne  two  figures, 
a  female,  in  bold  relief,  pouring  water  from  an  ewer.  The  lower  part;  is  supported  by  two  nude 
demi-figures,  rude  in  design,  and  clumsy  in  execution.  Within  the  fire-place  some  quaint  old  tiles 
still  remain. 

Passing    through   the    iliddle   Eoom,    which    contains   no   object    worthy   of    description,  the    Eed, 

or    Cleopatra   Eoom,    is    reached.         This    room    is    thus    designated    from    a    rude    bas-relief  over    the 

chimney-piece,    under    a    semicircular    arch,    and    representing    Cleopatra   and   the   asp.         Li  the    west 
wall  is  a  door  leading   into  a  small  wainscotted  apartment,   called  the   iluniment  Eoom. 

From  the  Cleopatra  Eoom  access  is  obtained  to  the  Oak  Staircase,  forming  the  means  of 
communication  with  the  northern  wing  of  the  building.  This  staircase  is  entirely  of  oak,  enriched  i 
with  balustrades  having  acorn  ornaments  appropriately  introduced  as  pendants  to  the  standards. 
On  the  right  of  the  first  landing  is  a  door  communicating  with  the  Long  G-aUery,  as  before  mentioned, 
and  on  the  left  a  small  vestibule  lighted  by  a  large  window  similar  to  those  on  the  Great  Staircase, 
while  on  the  north  side  are  two  doors,  one  communicating  with  the  Blue  Eoom,  and  the  other  = 
leading  to  the  Chinese  Eoom,  Lady  Holte's  Boudoir,  and  the  State  Eoom.  The  Blue  and  Chinese 
Booms  are  each  Hghtcd  by  two  modem  sash  windows,  the  originals  having  been  removed  during 
Mr.  Legge's  occupancy  of  the  HaU,  and  do  not  contain  any  object  worthy  of  description.  Over 
the  fire-place  in  the  Blue  Eoom  is  a  copy  of  a  picture  formerly  belonging  to  the  Holte  Family, 
and  styled  "the  Water  Doctor."  The  State  Eoom  is  rendered  rather  more  important  than  those 
last  mentioned,  by  having  a  dressing  room  thrown  into  it  by  meami  of  a  large  depressed  arch,  and 
was  probably   so   arranged   at   the   close   of  the    seventeenth   century. 
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The  upper  story  of  the  north  vrmg,  which  is  approached  from  the  liighcst  laudinp:  on  the  0;ik 
Staircase,  is  prLucipaUj  dcvuted  to  servants'  dormitories.  These  ;ire  lighted  by  small  windows,  in  many 
of  which  the  original  casements,  glazed  with  quarries  of  sand  glass,  still  remain.  The  doors  consist 
of  stout   pieces   of  oak   nniled   together,    their   only   fastening   being   a   latchet   and   string. 

Over  the  Cleopatra  and  adjoining  rooms,  is  a  long  dismal  corridor  in  the  roof,  from  which  the 
central  tower,  and  other  rooms  for  servants,  similar  to  those  just  described,  are  approached.  This 
gloomy  spot,  into  which  just  suiRcicnt  Light  gains  admittance  to  make  the  darkness  more  apparent, 
is  rendered  still  more  dreary  by  the  associations  connected  with  it.  It  has  long  been  known 
by  the  name  of  •'  Dick's  Garret."  being  so  denominated  from  a  domestic  who  there  hung  himself 
from  one  of  the  low  rafters  of  the  roof.  In  the  central  tower — a  huge  mass  of  brickwork  resting 
entirely  on  the  timbers  of  the  roof — is  a  chamber  without  any  means  of  Hght,  and  called  the  "  dark 
room,"  which  also  has  its  tradition,  as  having  been,  for  several  years,  the  place  of  confinement  of 
one  of  the  ladies  of  the  Family  who  was  supposed  to  be  insane.  At  the  extreme  end  of  the  Garret 
a  door  opens  on  to  the  top  landing  of  the  Great  Staircase ;  so  that  the  extremes  of  checi-fulncss 
and  gloom  are  here  all  but  united.  Another  door  on  the  same  landing  leads  to  the  flat  lead  roof 
over   the   Long  Gallery. 

Immediately  over  Lady  Holte's  Drawing  Eoom,  and  entered  from  the  top  of  the  Great 
Staircase,  is  a  small  room,  comiiumding  a  pleasant  \'iew  over  the  southern  portion  of  the  Park. 
The  chinmey-piece  in  this  apartment  has  a  depressed  Tudor  arch,  and  is  remarkable  as  being  of  an 
earlier  character  than  the  otlier  portions  of  the  building ;  possibly  it  may  have  been  removed  hither 
from  some  other  locality.  The  remainini»  ap;irtmcnts  in  this  wing,  and  to  the  south-west,  form 
servants'  dormitories,    and   are   similar   to    those   in   the   corresponding   wing. 

In  concluding  the  description  of  the  house,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  it  was  e\-idently  the 
architect's  intention  to  bring  prominently  forward  in  the  internal  construction,  the  Entrance  Hall, 
the  Great  Drawing  Room,  the  Long  Gallery,  and  the  Staircases,  as,  after  these,  every  other  portion 
is  comparatively  small,  and  plain  in  the  decoration ;  and  the  traditionary  custom  of  having  the  chief 
rooms   on   the   upper   floor   has   also   been   observed. 

The  name  of  the  architect  of  this  noble  pile  has  not  been  preserved.  Richardson,  in  his 
observations  on  old  English  mansions,  observes  that  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  Dorfold 
Hall,  Crewe  Hall,  and  Aston  Hall,  were  built  in  successive  order  by  the  same  architect.  Many  of 
the  ceilings,  fire-places,  staircases,  kc,  are  nearly  the  same  in  all  the  houses.  The  early  rudeness 
of  the  style  is  seen  at  Dorfold  HaU,  its  purity  in  Crewe  Hall,  and  the  commencement  of  its 
deterioration  in  Aston  HaU.  Nash,  in  the  description  to  his  first  series  of  "  The  M  'nsions  of 
England  in  the  Olden  Time,"  states  that  Crewe  is  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  mansions  of 
King  James's  time,  and  was  built  from  a  design  (it  is  said)  by  Inigo  Jones.  Sarsfield  Taylor,  in 
his  "  Fine  Arts  in  Great  Brita'i,  and  Ireland,"  says  Crewe  was  built  by  Jones,  but  that  it  is  really 
Burprising  how  little  is  known,  Wx'h  certainty,  of  the  mansions  he  built.  Aston  may,  therefore,  be 
one  of  Jones's  productions. 

At  the  north-east  comer  of  the  Terrace,  a  narrow  flight  of  steps  leads  to  the  main  drive 
through  the  Park,  and  to  the  Kitchen  Garden  and  Pleasure  Grounds.  These  are  separated 
fitjm  the  Park  by  a  nisric  paUng,  and  shallow  ditch,  over  which  a  small  wooden  bridge  is  thrown. 
Passing  the  wicket  gate,  immediately  to  the  right  is  a  sheet  of  water  (two  acres  in  extent)  somewhat 
in  the  shape  of  a  triangle,  called  the  "Dovehouse  Pool,"  ha\ing  on  its  north  side  a  grass  walk, 
parallel  to  which,  but  separated  by  a  plantation  of  rhododendrons,  is  a  gravel  walk,  which  adjoins 
the  south  wall  of  the  Kitchen  Garden.  Passing  forward  along  the  main  walk,  the  road  leads  through 
a  retired  path,  bounded  on  one  side  by  flowering  and  deciduous  shrubs,  with  a  background  of  large 
trees,   and  on  the  other   by    the   gaiden   wall,    along   wliich   are    trained   numerous  beautiful  shrubs  and 
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flowers.  At  the  tormination  of  this  walk  is  an  irrepilar  avenue  of  lime  and  other  trees,  leading 
to  a  la-sm  on  the  margin  of  the  "  Staflbrdshire  Pool,"  (seven  acres  in  extent,)  so  called  from  the 
coimty  boundary  passing;  through  it.  The  view  from  tliis  spot  is  one  of  exceeding  beauty.  A  noble 
oak,  around  whoso  massive  tnmk  a  rustic  seat  has  been  placed,  spreads  its  broad  pendent  branches 
over  the  verdant  turf,  while  another,  planted  on  the  margin  of  the  pool,  dips  its  leafy  boughs  into 
the  clear  deep  waters  below.  A  small  neat  fishing  lodge,  apparently  in  the  style  of  Queen  Anne's 
reign,  harmonises  admirably  with  the  siuToundiug  scenery,  and  afibrds  accommodation  for  the  angler. 
Adjoining  this  lodge  are  the  poultiy  pens  and  dovecot.  Winding  round  a  curve  of  the  pool,  and 
passing  through  a  small  clump  of  lofty  trees,  is  seen  a  bridge,  placed  in  a  very  picturesque  spot, 
and  spanning  the  narrow  outlet  connecting  the  pool  with  the  fish  stews.  The  aspect  of  these 
stews  is  of  a  vnld  and  almost  savage  character.  The  dense  foliage  of  the  trees  casting  a  dark 
shadow,  which  a  stray  glimpse  of  sunlight  but  serves,  by  the  conh-ast,  to  render  more  perceptible ; 
the  black  and  unruffled  appearance  of  the  apparently  stagnant  pools ;  the  ever-rccim-iug  sound  of 
falling  water;  and  the  gloomy  isolation  of  the  spot — all  combine  to  produce  an  impression  of  the 
most  solemn  and  striking  nature.  Lea\-ing  the  place  just  refen-cd  to  to  the  right,  ;md  crossing  the 
little  bridge,  the  road  winds,  by  a  double  walk,  alom;  the  side  of  the  pool,  thi'ough  a  grove  of  the 
most  beautifid  rhododeudrons  and  other  flowciing  >tu-ubs,  while  forest  trees  of  a  larger  gro^\"th  :u-e 
not  wanting  to  impart  an  adtUtional  chai-m.  At  inteiTals,  an  opening  in  the  foUage  permits  a  gUmpsc 
of  the  scenery  of  the  Park  to  be  obtamed ;  and  from  an  asjed  willow,  whose  branches  float  on  the 
surface  of  the  water,  at  the  north  angle  of  the  pool,  an  exquisite  view  of  the  north-west  portion  of 
the  Hall  is  obtained.  From  this  point  the  walk  extends  a  considerable  distance,  tenniuating  in  an 
open  space  of  some  extent,  (recalling  to  mind  the  plcasaunce  of  olden  days,)  in  the  centre  of  which 
is  an  ornamental  grass-plot,  in  front  of  an  elegant  alcove,  so  placed  as  to  command  a  view,  from  east 
to  west,  directly  across  the  pool.  In  this  place  the  Pleasure  Grounds  terminate,  but  the  plantations 
are  continued  at  the  back  of  the  farm  buildings,  and  past  a  third  pool  called  the  "  Great  Pool," 
(containing   sixteen   acres,)   to   the    Lodge   on   the   Walsall    Road. 

The  Church  Lodge,  which  was  the  original  entrance  to  the  Park,  and  so  called  from  being 
opposite  the  western  end  of  the  old  Parish  Church,  is  worthy  of  a  passing  notice.  It  consists  of 
a  large  central  gateway,  of  stone,  on  either  side  of  which  is  a  small  postern  door,  and  these  are 
flanked  by  low  brick  buildings,  forming  small  residences,  having  curved  gables  (in  which  the  Holto 
crest  is  inserted)  and  muUioncd  windows.  But  the  distinguishing  characterisdc  is  a  large  ogee  arch 
of  stone  over  the  centre  gate,  ornamented  with  crockets  and  a  large  finial,  and  evidently  intended  by 
the  designer  as  an  imitation  of  the  enriched  arches  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  probably  considered 
thus  to  harmonise  with  the  adjoining  Church.  On  either  side  of  this  arch  are  tall  pyramids 
or  pinnacles  of  stone,  partaking  rather  of  a  funereal  character.  Just  within  the  gates  ore  some 
venerable  trees ;  and,  combined  with  a  distant  glimpse  of  the  stately  Hall  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
beautiful  old  Church  and  quiet  churchyard  on  the  other,  the  whole  forms  a  most  agreeable  and 
pleasing  picture.  The  other  Lodge,  on  the  western  side  of  the  park,  adjoins  the  Walsall  Xew 
TumpLke  Eoad,  and,  though  modem,  is  built  in  very  good  taste.  Owing,  however,  to  the  sale  of 
the   adjoining  land,    its   removal    may   shortly   be   expected. 

The  wall  that  formerly  encircled  the  Park  was  buUt  by  Sir  Lister  Holte,  and  the  tradition  has 
long  been  current  that  the  expense  was  borne  by  Staffordshire  coahnasters,  on  Sir  Lister's  undertaking 
that  no  attempt  should  be  made   to  mine  for  coals  supposed  to   lie  under  a  portion  of  the   estate. 
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About  tho  Siime  tinio  us  tlio  Aston  prnporty  was  (lisposod  of,  the  maL:nilic(.'Ut  munsiou  of 
Bron^tou  IIull  was  also  ottered  for  sale.  T}ie  house  ami  park  (the  greater  part  of  the  estate  haviii" 
been  pre\-iously  sold  oti")  came  iuto  the  possotsion.  about  1828,  of  ^Ir.  Howard,  of  Hyde,  Laneasliire 
a  mauufactui-er.  There  is  a  beautiful  onL;ra^-iuu:  of  it  in  Ormerod's  Cheshire,  Vol.  III.,  and  also  in  Xash'a 
"Mansions  of  England."  "The  Baronial  Halls  of  Endand,""  Vol.  I.,  edited  by  S.  C.  HalJ,  also  contains  a 
short  illustrated  accoiuit  of  it.  The  estate,  as  mentioned  in  a  pre\ious  page,  came  to  the  Holte  Family- 
through  tho  maiTiagc  of  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Brercton,  with  Sir  Eobert  Holte,  in  1046. 
This  kdy  being  tho  gi-eat  aunt  of  Francis  the  fifth  and  last  Lord  Brereton,  and  grand-daushter  of 
William,  the  fiist  Lord,  the  estates  descended  to  her  son  (two  months  only  before  his  death)  as  heir 
at  law,  but  the  title  became  extinct.  The  powerful  Family  of  Brereton  was  known  in  the  time 
of  WiUiam  Rufus,  but  fii-st  rose  into  importance  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  It  possessed  various 
seats  in  Cheshire,  where  it  was,  and  still  is,  a  saving  that  the  Brereton  could  go  on  his  own  land 
from    his   parish   church   of  Astbiirj-   to   Chester,    a   distance   of  twenty-five   miles. 

Sir  William  Brercton,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  TIIL,  held  the  high  offices  of  Grand  Jtisticiiuy 
and  Grand  ilar.-hal  in  Ireland.  He  subdued  the  great  0"Xcil,  and  brought  him  to  "a  composition," 
and  was  marching,  in  lo-tl,  ^itli  a  large  force  to  ■•  bring  in "  the  powerful  Earl  Desmond,  when 
he  was  arrested  by  illness,  and  died  at  Killccimy,  ^vhere  he  was  buried  in  the  choii-  of  the  chiu-ch 
of  St.  Kenneth.  This  gentleman  seems  tu  have  settled  m;my  of  his  Family  in  Ireland,  where  several 
branches  remain  to  this  day.  Su-  'William,  his  grand>on,  is  mentioned  by  Strypc  (Ecclesiastical 
Memorials,  loo",  cap.  50)  as  leading  200  Chcshii-e  men  to  Lord  Derby's  le\'y  of  Limcashirc  and 
Cheshire  men  for  the  war  in  Scotland.  This  Sir  'U'iUiam's  son,  or  tho  third  Sir  "William,  was  also 
employed  in  Ireland.  He  was  long  at  the  court  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  James,  and  by  the 
latter  monarch  was,  in  1C24,  created  Baron  Brereton,  of  Leighlin  or  Loughlin,  in  tho  Kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  died  in  1631.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Savage,  of  Eock  Savasc, 
formerly  Clifton,  in  Cheshire,  and  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  Rutland,  a  lineal 
descendant  of  John  of  Gaunt,  Edmund  Langlcy,  Duke  of  York,  King  Edward  III.,  and  Don  Pedro, 
King  of  Castile.  Lord  Brereton,  of  whom  a  portrait  is  preserved  at  Atherstone,  was  a  portly 
and  noble  gentleman,  with  lofty  forehead,  oval  countenance,  and  fresh  colour.  He  lived  to  a  "ood 
old  age,  and  was  the  founder  of  Brereton  Hall,  on  the  site  of  the  more  ancient  mansion  of  the  head 
of  bi'a  Family. 

The  house,  finished  before  1578,  is  placed  on  a  rising  ground  above  the  little  river  Croc, 
which  issues  from  Bagmere,  in  the  estate,  a  small  lake  celebrated  for  its  floating  isbnd,  recorded 
in  Camden's  Britannia,  from  a  ford  over  which  the  approach  led  through  an  ornamental  brick 
gateway  and  low  waUed  courts*  to  the  great  door,  beneath  a  groined  arch.  This  door  is  flanked 
by  octagonal  towers  rising  to  a  great  height,  and  united  above  by  an  ornamental  arch  joining  their 
upper  rooms ;  below,  they  are  pierced  with  ornamented  windows  on  both  stories.  On  each  side  of 
the  towers  is  the  body  of  the  building,  of  two  stories  above  the  basement,  covered  by  a  lead  roof, 
and  having  a  handsome  balustrade.  The  front  is  terminated  at  each  end  by  a  lofty  gable,  rising 
over  a  wide  projecrion  pierced  with  bold  bay  windows  in  all  the  stories.  The  house  forms  three 
sides  of  a  quadrangle.  On  the  left  of  the  front  a  side  door  communicates  with  offices  attached  to 
the  kitchen  and  servants'  haU,  both  in  the  wing  on  that  side,  while  a  door  on  the  right  wing  (in 
which  are  the  great  dining  room,  staircase,  and  library)  opens  towards  the  churchyard,  nearly 
adjoining.  Both  wings  are  covered  with  heavy  stone  roofs,  the  towers  being  domed  with  lead. 
Toward  the  interior  of  the  quadrangle  is  a  wide  stone  corridor,  above  the  basement  story,  and 
ascended  to  from  the  great  door  by  two  handsome  flights  of  steps;  and  above  this  corridor  is  a 
long  gallery  uniting  two  narrower  corridors,  which  give  entrance  to  the  apartments  in  the  wings. 
The  chief  apartments  open  to  the  gallery  above,  and  to  the  corridor  below.  The  whole  structure 
la  of  brick,  with  stone  mouldings  and  ornamental  courses.       Over  the  great  doorway  is  the  date   1580. 

*  The  courts  and  arch  are  now  removed. 
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Queen  Elizabeth  is  s;iid  to  have  laid  the  tirst  stoue  of  Breretou  Hall,  aud  after  its  completion  she 
houuured  its  o'mier  with  a  vi>it.  Xot  only  had  this  loyal  geutleiium  a  lai'ge  state  pieture  of  her 
Majesty  iu  panel,  but  he  also  cruised  the  external  stonework  of  the  Hall  to  be  decorated  with  her 
arms,  and  with  her  double  roses  aud  portcullis.  In  the  oriel  window  over  the  great  door  were  the 
royal  ;inns  tiucly  emblazoned,  and  supported  by  a  lion  ;uid  griffin,  the  whole  being  tLinked  with  the 
double  rose  aud  portcullis,  surmounted  by  crowns.  Bolow  was  the  motto  "  Vivat  EegLna,  1-37S ; " 
above,  the  letters  "E.  R."  This  beautifid  piece  of  glass  is  now  at  Atherstone.  Lord  Brercton, 
besides  several  very  tine  armorial  chimney-pieces,  decorated  his  dining  haU  with  a  frieze  on  which 
are  emblazoned  the  arms  of  forty-seven  sovereign  piinces  of  Europe  and  Afiica  at  that  period. 
He  filled  his  windows  with  the  coats  of  arms  of  the  Earls  and  Borons  of  the  county  of  Chester 
soon  after  the  conquest,  and  then  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  same  county  entitled  to  bear  anus  in 
the  time  of  Elizabeth ;  in  all  330  coats  of  anus,  richly  and  beautifully  emblazoned  in  the  finest 
colours.  The  heraldiy  is  certified  in  a  parchment  book  (still  preserved)  by  the  Herald  Somerset, 
and  signed  by  Sir  William  Brereton,  IGOS.  But  the  more  important  specimens  of  painted  glass  with 
•which  he  adorned  the  HaU  (and  which  have  much  engaged  the  attention  of  antiquaries  and 
connoisseurs)  are  the  cflBgics  of  the  seven  Earls  of  Chester  and  two  Earls  of  Mercia,  each  figure 
having  beneath  it  the  arms  of  some  noble  family  descended  fi.'om  these  Eai-ls,  (as,  indeed,  was 
Lord  Brereton  himself,)  vrith  all  theii"  quarteriugs,  suiTounded  by  a  Garter,  vrith  its  motto,  and 
sunnoimted  by  a  coronet.  This  extraorilinary  work  of  art  was  removed  fi'om  Brereton  to  A,>ton 
some  time  after  the  foraier  e>tate  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Holtes,  and,  in  1817,  was  removed 
thence  to  Atherstone  HaO.  where,  in  a  high  state  of  preservation,  it  now  graces  the  window  of 
Mr.  Bracobridge's   librar)-. 

The  great  Xorman  Earls,*  who  originated  with  the  Conqueror,  succeeded  to  the  power,  possessions, 
and  blood  of  the  Saxon  Earls  of  Mercia.  The  two  last  of  this  latter  dynasty  form,  therefore,  the 
beginning  of  the  series.  Tliey  were  Leofnine  and  Leofric,  the  latter  the  husband  of  Lady  Godiva, 
and  contempoi-ary  with  his  kinsman,  Edward  the  Confessor.  The  tirst  Xorman  Earl  is  Hugh  Lupus, 
nephew  of  the  Conqueror,  to  whom  the  County  Palatine  of  Chester  was  granted  to  hold  by  the 
sword  as  freely  as  William  held  England.  He  held,  among  other  tribunals,  a  court  at  Chester, 
where  "  pleas  of  the  sword,"  /.  e.,  matters  against  the  rights  and  dignities  of  the  Earl  Palatine, 
were   tried ;     and   exercised   sovereign   right   compatible   with   allegiance    to   the   King. 

Eichard,  his  son,  succeeded.  He  was  di'owned  with  the  son  and  daughter  of  Henry  L  in 
their  unhappy  shipwreck,  in  1120.  His  brother  Orwell,  the  tutor  of  the  royal  offspring,  was  also 
drowned    at   the   same   time. 

The  third  Earl  was  Eandulph  Meschines,  son  of  John  de  Bohun,  Earl  of  Cumberland,  and 
Margaret,  sister  of  Hugh  Lupus,  (consequently  his  nephew.)  This  Earl,  after  a  marriage  with 
Maude,  daughter  of  Aubrey  de  Yere,  Earl  of  Guisnes.  was  united  to  Lucia,  daughter  of  Algar, 
son  of  Leo&ic  and  Lady  Godiva,  the  representative  (her  brothers,  Edwin  and  Morcar,  being  dead) 
of  the  line  of  King  Harold.  His  son,  therefore,  Eandolf  Vemoues,  or  Gemouns,  fourth  Earl  of 
Chester,  united  the  Xorman  blood  of  Lupus  and  King  WiUiam  with  that  of  the  Saxon  Earls  of 
Mercia  and  Kings  of  England.  He  acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  war  between  Stephen  and  Maud, 
often  changing  sides.  He  at  one  time  b  stated  to  have  held  a  third  of  England  by  conquest. 
He  died,  by  poison,  after  a  reign  of  twentyrfive  years.  His  successor  was  his  son,  Hugh  de  Bohun, 
or  Kevelioc,  fifth  Earl.  He  reigned  twenty-eight  years,  and  died  1181,  having  married  Beatrix, 
daughter  of  Richard  Lucy,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England ;  and  next,  Bertred,  daughter  of  Simon, 
Earl  of  E\Tcux,  in  Xormandy,  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  Randolph  BlundeviUe,  sixth  Earl,  and  five 
daughters.  Randolph,  already  distinguished  by  feats  of  arms  in  the  time  of  King  Richard  and 
John,    was   mainly   accessory   to   the   elevation    of    Henry    III.    to    the   throne,    with    the    Pope's   legate 

•  I'or  thU  account  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Bracebridge's  paper,  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Archieoloincal  Institute,  at 
Warwick,  in   ^7.  "6       i^  t-  -  "^  b 
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and  tho  Earl  of  rcmbrokc.  lie  joined  the  cnuado  to  the  Holy  Laud  about  121S,  nud  died  -^ritliout 
i.esuc  bciii<;  succeeded,  in  1232,  by  his  nephc-^v  John,  siuiiamed  Scot,  sou  of  Maud,  daughter  of  Hugh 
Kevelioc,    and    David,    Earl   of  Augiis   and   Iluntingdon.  lie    was    the    last    Earl,    aud   died,    without 

issue,  iu  1237,  when  the  King  took  the  earldom  to  liimself.  and,  disinheriting  John's  sifters,  gave 
them  largo  feuds  aud  possessious  instead  of  theii-  legal  inheritance.  Ada,  the  fouith  of  these  sisters, 
married,  for  her  third  husband,  Su-  Ealph  Brereton,  of  Brcrcton,  and  lies  buried,  with  him,  under 
a  beautiful  canopied  tomb,  in  the  churchyard  of  Astbury,  then  the  parish  chiu-ch  of  Brereton.  The 
date    is   about    1270.* 

The  space  of  glass  (fonnerly  enclosed  between  tho  mullions  of  stone)  which  foims  tho  field  in 
which  each  E;u-1  stands,  is  34^  inches  by  17\  inches,  the  figiu'cs  being  23^  inches  high.  The  Earls 
Leofwinc  and  Leofric  of  ilercia  have  different  coronets  from  the  rest ;  in  other  respects  all  the 
figures  are  similar.  Each  Earl  is  in  full  plate  armour,  cap  u  pied,  excepting  the  coronet  instead  of 
helmet.  This  anuoiu-  is  of  the  time  when  the  glass  was  paintcil,  and  in  no  respect  represents  that 
of  the  period  when  each  Earl  flomnshcd.  The  anus  are — a  sword  drawn  in  the  right  hand,  and  a 
large  dagger  hanging  from  the  belt ;  in  two  or  three  instances  the  armoiu-  is  inlaid  with  gold.  Each 
figure  wears  gaxmtlets,  and  over  the  armour  is  tllro^vn  a  rich  surcoat,  (the  Earls  of  Mercia  bear  it 
black,  and  the  others,  azru-e,  yeOow,  or  red,)  on  which  the  amis  of  each  Earl  arc  richly  emblazoned, 
without  a  shield.  The  figm-cs  stauil  on  a  floor  of  yellow,  from  whence  a  backgroimd  of  yellow 
and  white  ehequei-s  rises  kncc-liigh ;  on  each  side  are  pillai-s  of  yellow  glass,  supporting  an  aixh  of 
blue,  in  the  crown  of  which  is  introduced  a  gi-otcsque  lion's  head,  of  yellow,  beaiing  a  basket  filled 
^ith  rich  yellow  flowers,  and  -nTcaths  of  these  are  suspended  fi'om  the  centie  of  the  arch  to  the 
capitals  of  the  columns.  The  Eai-ls  themselves  have  their  heads  in  different  dh-cctions,  and  some 
are  painted  ^vith  red  hau-.  Square  cut  beards  and  moustaches  give  to  all  a  venerable  character, 
mingled  with  a  mai-tial  and  noble  bearing.  The  Earl  Eichard,  son  of  Ilugh  Lupus,  who  perished 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  is  an  exception  to  the  rest,  being  represented  as  a  beardless  youth. 
Though  the  figm-cs  arc  somewhat  stiff,  the  general  effect  is  imposing,  and  exceedingly  good,  being 
much  relieved  by  the  brilliant  anus  on  the  breast,  aud  the  admu-able  manner  in  which  the  leading 
is   an-angcd,    so   as   to   give   shade   and   outline   to    the   contour   of  each   figure. 

In  the  lite  space  of  plain  glass  which  each  Earl  occupies,  and  below  each,  are  the  richly- 
quartered  arms  of  some  noble  family  descended  from  them,  as  Stanley,  Somerset,  Sydney,  Compton, 
&c. ;  and  these  are  enclosed  in  a  rich  azure  garter  edged  ■with  gold,  with  buckles  and  points  of  the 
same ;  above  each  is  a  widely-spread  coronet  of  gold.  The  height  of  the  painted  glass,  from  the 
apes  of  the  coronet  to  the  gold  point  of  the  pendent  part  of  the  garter,  is  20i  inches,  and  the 
width  13  inches ;  and  on  each  garter  is  the  motto,  in  golden  letters,  "  Iloni  soit  qui  mal  y  pense."' 
The  arms,  as  given  upon  the  surcoats  on  the  breasts  of  the  two  Earb  of  ilercia,  are  a  double-headed 
eagle  displayed,  or,  on  a  black  sui-coat.  Of  the  seven  Earls  of  Chester,  the  arms  are  as  follow :  — 
1st,  Ilugh  Lupus — rouge,  a  wolf's  head  erased,  argent ;  2nd,  Eichard — the  same,  but  with  the 
rouge  surcoat  par  seme,  with  cross-croslcts,  argent ;  3rd,  Eandolph  ileschines — or,  a  Uon  rampant, 
gules ;  4th,  Eandolph  Yemoues — gides,  a  Hon  rampant,  argent ;  oth,  Hugh  Kcvehoc — azure,  six 
garbes,    or;     Gth,    Eandolf  Blundc\ille — azure,   three  garbes,   or;     7th,    John  Scott — the  same. 

"With  this  lengthened  description  of  this  extraordinary  work  of  art,  we  bring  our  history  of 
the  Holte   Family  •  to  a  close. 

The'  shadow  of  the  Past — the  mighty  Past — looms  darkly  over  Aston.  It  is  impossible  to 
feel  otherwise  than  thoughtful,  if  not  sad,  in  gazing  on  that  extensive  and  noble  pile,  oft  resonant 
with  joy  and  gladness,  but  now,  alas  !  lonely  and  deserted.  But  lonely  and  deserted  though  it  be, 
it    speaks    most    eloquently    to    him    who    in    silent    contemplation    muses    on    tho    lessons    it    teaches. 

•  Vide  Sir  Peter  Leicester's  Historr  of  the  EarU  of  Leicester,  &c. 
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It  rcmiiids  him  of  the  iu<tability  of  all  thincrs  ciirthly ;  of  the  nothininiess  of  worldly  honours  and 
human  groatiiL'^s ;  and  it  tclL  him,  in  the  Ichabod  written  on  it3  -n-alls,  that  "  they  build  too 
low   who    build    below    the    >kies."  Header,    enter   with    us    that    old   Pan>h   Church.         As    we   pass 

the  tlireshulil  across  wliieli  so  uiauy  geut  rations  of  busy  feet,  now  silent  among  the  clods  of  the 
valley,  once  trod,  let  a  feeliuir  of  awe,  as  though  iu  tlie  immediate  presence  of  Him  whose 
presence  pervades  all  space,  come  over  our  niiniLs ;  and  as  we  approach  that  spot  where  the 
memorials  of  the  noble  departed  lie  so  thickly  scattered  above  us,  beneath  us,  and  around  us,  let 
us  pray  that  we  may  be  euabhd,  from  theii-  history,  to  learn  a  lesson  of  lasting  benetit.  And  let 
those  sepulchi"al  mouumouts,  which  tell  of  tidelitr  to  eaithly  momirchs,  of  enlightened  pati'iotism,  of 
disinterested  philanthi-opy,  of  Christian  faith  and  hope,  of  conjugal  affection,  and,  alas !  of  bitter 
hostility,  be  to  us  a  homily  not  lightly  passed  by.  Two  generations  have  gone  to  their  final 
account  since  the  Last  of  the  Holtes  was  gathered  to  his  fathers.  But  the  lessons  to  be  derived 
from  the  Family  histoiy  remain  as  forcible  as  ever.  Be  it  ours,  then,  to  dj-aw  such  insti-uction 
therefrom  as  shall  be  best  calculated  to  enable  us  to  avoid  their  eiTors,  and  to  surpass  their  good 
deeds.        Then   will   our   study   of  their   history   not    have    been   in   vain. 
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QUARTERIXGS    OF    THE    HOLTE    FA^IILY. 


I'hief  a   cros^   p.itenct>   of 


HoLTE — Azurv,   !»o  bara   oi 

the   seooiid. 
Ebdinuto — A/ure.    two    lious   pasr-iint.   or. 
De    'Wolvev — Or,    liet\ietu    throe    uiuUets    gules,     a    lion 

rampnut.    j:iblc. 
Castells    or    Castles — Uulcs,   tl.ree   castles,   or. 
Geiusabite   or    Gri.mshaw— Azure,   a   cross    fleuiv    .-irjout. 

in   chief  a   label   of  tliree   [wints.    ^ules.        Burue 

quarterly   wnth 
Maideshacu — Barre  of  sis.   ardent  and  gules,  engrailed  ;   a 

canton   deiter,    gules. 
CoLLlXG — Azure,    two   wings    displaced,    or. 
CoMBEBFoBD — Gules.   upon  a  cross  engrailed   or.   five   roses 

of  the    tirst. 
KxiOHT,  of  Baicbnrcli.  Salop — Paly,  argent  and   gules,  with 

bordure    azure ;     on   a   c.-iuton    gules   a   spur.   or. 
WlLtiVGTOV.    of   Banheston — Gides,    a   saltire    vaire.   azure 

and    anient. 


Febrers.   of  Tairiworth   Ca-tle — Vaire.    or   and    gules. 
BiiAPBOi  RNE.  of  the  Ileucli.  Derbyshire"— Ar-eiit.  on  a  bond 

gules  tliree  mullets,  or. 
Brereto-V — .Vrgeut,  two  bars,  sable. 

Maipas — Gules,  three  pbcon^.  ar^-ont.  '. 

Babox  of  JIai.pas. — Argent,  a  cross  fleure.  azure. 
Er.Er.To>-    DE    jr.vLPAS — Argent,   between   six   phcons    sable 

a  liou  rainp.-uit,  gules,  tongued  and  clawed  azure. 
CoBBET — Or,  two  crows,  sable. 
Oerebt — Clievronne  of  six.  gules  and  ermine  :    in  a  dexter 

canton,    gules,    a    lion   passant,   or. 
Stbaxce — Gules,    two    lions    pass.iut.    argent,    lauirucd    and 

tongued   azun.' ;     a    label   of  three   poiut>.    or. 
Clobert.    of   Bradstone — .Arjcut.   a   bend    engrailed    cotize 

sable. 

Lister,    of    AVhitfield — Ermine.    u[X)n    a    fcss    sable    three 
mullets,   argent. 


PEDIGREES    OF    THE    HOLTE    FAMILY. 


IS     THE     HABLEIAN     COLLECTION". 

MS.  1.100.  folio   12  b.      1.167,  folio  G  b.      1.5G3,  folio  22  b. 


VS    KISO'S    COLLEGE,    OXTOED. 

MS.   150.  folio,  p.  211. 


PATENTS,    COMMISSIONS,    &c., 

TJXDEE     THE      GEEAT     SEAL,      BELONGING      TO      THE      HOLTE     FAMILY, 

(nf     POSSESSION    OF    ME.    BRACEBEIDOE.) 


1544. — 35  Henri-  VllL — Decree  in  Chancen-,  umder  the 
great  seal,  between  Edward  Birminiiham.  Lord  of 
Birmingham,  and  Thomas  llolte,  Bencher  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  Lord  of  Aston.  ^larked  on  one 
side  (apparently  at  the  tiuie)  '-the  Kind's  letters 
patent  tor  the  confirmation  of  some  grants.' 

1612. — 9  James  I. — Patent  of  Baronetage  to  Sir  Thomas 
Holte,   Knight. 

1612. — Beceipt  from  the  Exchequer  for  Baronetage  iloney. 

1625. — 1  Charles  I. — General  Pardon,  under  great  seal  to 
Sir  Thomas  Holte.      Dated  Februar)    10th. 

1637. — 13  Caarles  I. — Commission  of  Deputy  Lord-Lieutenant, 
to  Sir  Thomas  Hoite. 

1638. — 14  Charles  I. — Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county   of  Warwick,    to   Sir   Thomas   Holte. 

163S. — Ditto. — Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Warwick,  to  Eobert  Holte. 

1641. — 17  Charles  I. — First  warrant  for  subsidy,  under  the 
great  seal. 

I860.— 12  Charles  D.— Patent  of  High  Sheriff,  to  Sir  Eobert 

Holte. 
1660. — Ditto. — Commission   of  Deputy  Lord-Lieutenant   for 

the  county  of  Warwick,  to  Sir  Eobert   Holte. 
1661.— 13  Charles  II.— Pardon  and  Indemnity  to  Sir  Eobert 

Holte.     Dated  February  2sth. 


1662.— 14    Charles   II.— Commission    of  the    Peace    to    Sir 
Eobert   Holte,   under  the  great   seal. 

1662. — Ditto. — Commission  of  Deputy  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Wanvick.  to  Sir  Eobert  Uolte,  others 
being  joined  with  him  in  the  Commission. 
1663. — 15  Charles  II. — Commission,  signed  "  Xorthampton, 
Master  of  his  Majesty's  Leash,"  to  Sir  Eobert 
Holte,  Bart.,  to  take  and  seize  greyhounds,  ic, 
for  the  use  and  disport  of  his  ilajesty. 

-31    Charles   II. — Commission   of  the    Peace    for    the 
county   of  AVai^Mck,   to   Sir  Charles  Uolte. 

—34  Charles  II. — Commi-sion  of  Deputy  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  tbe  county  of  \V'anMck,  to  Sir  Charles  llolte. 

-35    Charles  II.— Commission   of  Deputy    Lord-Lieu- 
tenant,  to   Sir  Charles  Holte. 

-Ditto. — Duplicate  of  ditto. 

-1  James  11. — Commission  of  Deputy  Lord-Lieuten;int, 


1680. 

1683. 

1684.- 

1684.- 
1685.- 

1686.- 

1767.- 


to  Sir  Charles  Holte. 
-2  James  II. — Commission  of  Deputy  Lord-Lieutenant, 

to  Sir  Charles  Holte  and  others. 
-Indenture  between  Sir  Lister  Holte,   lli^h  .Shcnfl'  of 

Cheshire,  and  John  Wilson,  of  Sandbach,  gentleman, 

his  Under  Sherili'. 
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ANCIENT    DEEDS    OF    THE    HOLTE    F.UIILY, 

BELATIVE    TO    PEOPEBTT    AT    ASTOX,    BOEDESLET,    DUDDESTOX,    EBDLS'GTOX,    NECILELLS,    ic, 

(Uf    POSSESSION    OF    MB.    BBACEBRIDCE.) 


9  Edward  EU.    . 

1.^.36 

14  Edward  IV. 

1474 

5  Henrv  VIII.   . 

15U 

10 

13;J7 

19 

1479 

6 

1515 

15 

1342 

20 

14S0 

7 

1516 

16 

1343 

■20 

14S0 

24 

1533 

40 

1307 

1  Edward  V. 

14SJ 

29 

153X 

49 

137G 

9  Uenrv  VII. 

1494 

2  Elizabeth 

lotiO 

49 

1370 

12 

1497 

8 

1506 

2  Eichard  11.      . 

1379 

12 

1497 

13 

1571 

11 

13S8 

16 

1501 

18 

1576 

18 

1395 

IS 

1503 

19 

1577 

18  Heniy  VI.      . 
18 

1440 
1440 

IS 
21 

1503 
1509 

21 

1579 
15S5 

23 

1450 

24 

1509 

27         „ 

15S5 

1  Edward  IV.     . 

14G1 

24 

1509 

41 

1599 

12 

1472 

4  Henrj-  VIII.      . 

1513 

9  James  I. 

1G12 
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CHAKLES    HOLTE    BUACEBRIDGE.    Esi^.,     AtnEHSToxz   Hah,    (5  copies) 


Addeblet,  C.  B.,  Esq.,  :^r.P.,  Hams  Hall,  Colesbill 

Allarton,  Miss,  EJgbaatou 

ADcock,   W.  P.,  Edgbaston 
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Anderton,  George,  ^Moseler  TVake  Green 
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